
Drop in 
number of 
divorces 

By Lima AJ KhaJafawi 

THE number of divorces in 
Kuwait decreased in 1987 accor- 
ding to statistics supplied by the 
Justice Ministry. 

There were 1,571 divorces till 
the end of July 1987 compared to 
1.726 during the same period in 
1986. 

The figures showed that there 
were more divorces among 
Kuwaitis compared to non- 
Kuwaitis. The divorces among 
Kuwaitis increased from 1 ,827 in 
1 984 to 2.098 i n 1 986, while those 
of non-Kuwaitis rose from 721 to 
736. • 

Boom 

A sociologist attributed the 
decline in divorces to the drop in 
number of marriages during ^he 
last two years, while another 
cited worsening economic condi- 
tions as the reason. 

The increase in divorces dur- 
ing 1984-86 has been attributed 
to the favourable economy of 
1 98 1 -85, that was responsible for 
more than just the obvious econ- 
omic boom and subsequent ins- 
tability of the period. 

Quick marriages among 
Kuwaitis, between Kuwaitis and 
non-Kuwaitis, and among non- 
Kuwaitis became popular as a 
source of quick money. Because 
these marriage had no substance 
but a financial base, marriages 
brokedown when the money was 
gone, according to a sociologist 
ul the education faculty of 
Kuwait University. Anwar Ai 
Yaseen. 

Divorces also occurred due to 
family pressure, he said. 

.Blamed 

AI Yaseeh said that 30 years 
ago. Arab society blamed divor- 
ced women s for being unable to 
malcc'tfietf marriages successful 
aqd handle their own problems. 

“This attitude made it difficult 
for divorced women to adapt 
again to the social environment 

“Nowadays, Arab society no 
longer frowns on divorced 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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WEATHER 


PARTLY cloudy weather with light 
In moderate southeasterly wind and u . 
dunce for rain. 

Suieuf «a: moderate to rough 
High water 3.00 am. 3.00 pm 
Low water 9.00 am. 9.00 pm 
Sunrise: 621 am 
Sunset: 5.42 pm 

Maximum temperature recorded: 
Kuwait- 20‘C6tfK 
Ahmadi: 20'C6S*t- 

hjibkiiMfCfilPF 

Maximum temperature expected: 
Kuwait: 2TC72T 
Ahmadi: 3TC tt'F 
Fatluko: 21 “C 70*H 
Minimum lempcraiuc recorded: 
Kuwait: I TC STF 
Ahmadi: 15*C59*F 
t-ailaka: 13'C 5S*K 
Maximum humidity recorded: 

Kuwait: 82 per cent 
Ahrpadr. 60 percent 
1-ailaka: 89 percent 
Maximum humidity expected: 

Kuwait: 85 percent 
Ahmadi: 80 percent 
hailaka: 90 per cent 




death toll 
reaches 61 




RAM ALL AH, West Bank, 
Feb 21, (Agencies): Israeli 
troops shot dead two Pales- 
tinian demonstrators today 
and wounded three others as 
Arabs under Israeli occupa- 
tion launched protests ahead 
of a visit by US Secretary of 
State George Shultz. 

Kamal Mohammed Fares, 24. 
of Deir Ammar refugee- camp 
near Ramallah was shot in the 
chest and killed by troops during 
a demonstration, a doctor at 
Ramallah hospital said. 

A spokesman at AI Ittihad 
Hospital in Nablus said the body 
of another young Palestinian, 
whose identity was not 
immediately known, was taken 
there. He also had a bullet wound 
in the chest. 

An Israeli Army spokesman 
said he had no immediate infor- 
mation abouteitber death, which 
take to 61 the number of Pales- 
tinians killed since an uprising 
began in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip on Dec 9. 

Violent 

Army radio said soldiers shot 
and wounded three Palestinians 
during a violent demonstration 
at Khan Younis in the Gaza 
Strip. Two were hit in the leg and 
one in the hand. 

Two Palestinian jnen were 
killed yesterday.. a--.- . 

In a widely-circulated 
statement, the unified command 
of protest organisers called for 
hunger strikes, sit-ins, the break- 
ing of curfews and increased con- 
frontation with Israeli troops 
before and during the Shultz 
visit, which starts on Thursday. ■ 

“Lfhecomes to the West Bank, 
we'll stone him," said one young 
man in Ramallah. There are no 
known plans for Shultz to travel 
outside occupied Jerusalem 
where he will meet Israeli leaders 
to discuss US ideas on Middle 
East peace. 

Change 

Police sources said several 
hundred extra police had been 
moved into the Jerusalem area 
and about 1,000 more were 
expected on Monday. 

Police Minister Haim Bar Lev 
said Shultz's visit would not 
change the way Israeli troops 
deal with demonstrations in the 
occupied areas. 

"1 am convinced we must deal 
with the events as if the political 


Beat to break 
limbs, Israeli 
troops told 

LONDON. Feb 21, (Reuter): 
The Sunday Times reported yes- 
terday that a secret report com- 
piled by Israeli Army inves- 
tigators says that Israeli soldiers 
in the occupied territories have 
beaten docile prisoners, 
deliberately broken bones and 
kicked pedestrians. 

In its early edition the London 
newspaper said it had obtained 
parts of the report, drawn up by 
Array psychologists Dr Charlie 
Greenbaum and Dr Dan Baron 
on the orders of Defence Mini- 
ster Yitzhak Rabin. 

“Officers or commanders in 
the field are giving orders to 
break property, and to break 
hands and feel, and to beat peo- 
ple not only during demonstra- 
tions as ordered, but at all times 
and not only to subdue,” the 
paper quoted the report as say- 
ing. 

Problem 

The report said this was a new 
situation for the Israeli Army 
and suggested one major 
problem was that vague orders 
nad been given that were subject 
to interpretation by junior 
officers. 

- According to the Sunday 
Times, the report said the job of 
quelling Palestinian unrest in the 
occupied territories was difficult 
for soldiers aged 18 and officers 
aged 24. 

“They applied orders to the 
letter,” the report said. 


process did not exist, and 
promote the possibility of an 
agreement with Jordan and the 
Palestinians as if unconnected to 
the daily events in the 
territories,” he said. 

Slogans appeared on walls 
overnight in the Arab eastern- 
part of Jerusalem attacking the 
visit and two firebombs were thr- 
own into the US consulate yes- 
terday, damaging a nearby shed. 

A US envoy is trying to 
arrange meetings for Shultz with 
Palestinian leaders, in spite of a 
PLO statement cautioning 
against such contacts. 

One of those approached was 
Ramallah hospital adminis- 
trator Dr Yasser Obed. who told 
Israel Radio: “We hope that such 
a meeting would happen and 
maybe Mr Shultz would accom- 
modate some more of the Pales- 
tinian requests.” 

Proposals 

Shultz, on a new peace initia- 
tive, was expected to try to con- 
vince Israel's divided leaders to 
accept proposals for Palestinian 
self-rule in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and negotiations' on 
the final status of the occupied 
territories by the end of the year. 

Meanwhile, a United Arab 
Emirates official says Arabs 
should insist on Palestinian sdf- 
deterimnationand tejeciwhat he 
termed -‘‘fflu*io*tary” peace 
initiatives designed to abort a 10- 
week uprising in the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

In an apparent criticism of a 
Middle East peace mission by 
Shultz this week, UAE Deputy 
Premier Sheikh Hamdan Bin 
Mohammed AI Nahayan said 
Palestinian demands could only 
be fulfilled by an international 
peace conference. 

Rights 

Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad has underscored his rejec- 
tion of partial and unilateral 
solutions of the Middle East 
problem. . 

Officials in Damascus today 
said the President also reiterated 
bts commitment to achieving the 
national rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

The Jordanian Premier Zaid 
Ai Rifai today conferred with 
Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
and handed him a message for 
King Fahd from King Hussein of 
Jordan. 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Amir visits National Guards headquarters 


HH the Amir, who is also the 
supreme commander of the 
armed forces, yesterday visited 
the headquarters of the National 
Guards. He was received by the 
head of the Guards Sheikh Salem 


AI Aii and ranking officers. 

The Amir praised the efforts 
being exerted by the National 
Guards in performing their 
duties. ’ 

Sheikh Salem presented the 


Flash rainstorm 
kills 165 in Brazil 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil Feb 
21, (AP): Firemen used surf- 
boards and the Navy used 
amphibious vehicles to rescue 
people stranded by a flash rain- 
storm which officials say may 
have killed 165 people and left . 
about 3, 1 50 homeless. 

State Health Director Jose 
Noronha said yesterday that at 
least 70 people died in floods and 
mudslides, and as many as 95 
others were feared dead after an 
ayalancbe of mud and boulders 
crashed into a nursing borne. - 

The storm began late Friday 
nighL The four-hour downpour 
dumped 4.88 inches (1239 cen- 
timetres) .on Rio. leaving many 
streets under fivefeet( 1 .5 metres) 
of water. 

Evacuated 

Civil defence . spokesman 
Bruno Avila said the death toll 
could be even higher because of 
mudslides in poor shantytowns 
that line mountainsides in the 
city of 5.6 million. 

“It was awfuL All my friends 
were dead in an instant,” Maria 


Teixeira, one of the 350 patients 
evacuated from the two other 
wings of the hospi tal, told a telev- 
ision interviewer as she lay on a 
stretcher. 

“There is nothing to celebrate 
now. There is only sorrow,” said 
Martinho da Vila, a popular 
samba composer who performed 
in the famous carnival festivities 
here a week ago. 

Avila said most of the 70 
deaths occurred in slum areas, 
where housing is precarious and 
drains and sewers often non-exis- 
tent 

Looting 

Mayor Roberto Saturino 
Braga declared the city a disaster 
area, called in all off-duty mun- 
icipal doctors and cancelled a 
post-carnival parade of cham- 
pions scheduled for last night 

In a neighbourhood whose 
samba school won this year's top 
carnival prize, stale troopers 
were sent out to prevent the loot- 
ing of stores and stop holdups of 
drivers whose cars had broken 
down in the high water. 


Soviets want to have 
active Mideast role 


Deadline 

extended 

THEGeneral Administration 
for Immigration Affairs in 
Kuwait has extended the last 
date for regularising the 
residence of expatriates chil- 
dren uplo March 3. The 
previoiusdeadline was Jan 3 1 . 

A Kuwaiti daily reported 
that according to the new 
regulations, fathers will be 
given a two-month period for 
obtaining residence permits 
for their children born - bet- 
ween Jan 3, 1 988 and March 3. 
The children's dates of birth 
will be regarded as the begin- 
ningof the two-month period. 


MOSCOW, Feb 21, (Renter): 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze opened talks with 
US Secretary of State George 
Shultz today, enthusiastic about 
prospects for a strategic arms 
treaty and asserting Moscow's 
interest in playing an active role 
in Middle East peace efforts. 

Despite a resent slowdown in 
arms negotiations in Geneva, 
Shevardnadze told reporters 
“there is a chance, there is a good 
chance” for completing an 
accord halving strategic 
weapons in lime for signing at a 
planned superpower summit in 
Moscow next May or June. 

Active 

Asked about the Middle East 
peace process, which the United 
States is trying to revive, Shevar- 
dnadze told reporters: “We want 
to play a more active role.” This 
included . participation in 
negotiations, he said. 

Shevardnadze made his com- 
ments at the start of four rounds 
of talks over two days with 
Shultz, who arrived in Moscow 
today. 


The talks are the first m a series 
ofmonthly meetings between the 
ministers in preparation for the 
Moscow summit 

The mood and tone seemed 
particularly positive as the two 
men laughed and joked as they 
posed for photographs. 

Shultz and Shevardnadze dis- 
cussed human rights during their 
morning session, but were later 
expected to move on to arms con- 
trol and key regional issues 
involving Afghanistan, the Mid- 
dle East and the Gulf war, US 
officials said. 

Indicated 

US and Soviet experts met for 
preliminary discussions on the 
withdrawal of 115,000 Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan. 

One senior US official 
indicated there was no early 
progress. “We’rejustgcitinginto 
it,” he said. 

Before attending a luncheon 
for Shultz hosted by Shevard- 
nadze, the two ministers signed a 
treaty giving American fisher- 
men access to the Soviet Pacific 
coast. 


Amir with a plaque to com- 
memorate this occasion. 

Picture shows the Amir being 
received by National Guards 
officers. 


British 

teacher 

abducted 

ISLAMABAD, Feb 21, 
(Reuter): Geoffrey Lan glands, a 
70-year-old British schoolma- 
ster, has been kidnapped in a wild 
. area of north-west Pakistan, the 
British embassy said today. 

His jeep was stopped on Satur- 
day deep in the mountains of 
north Wariristan. one of the lar- 
gely self-governing tribal agen- 
cies which border on Afghanis- 
tan. an embassy spokesman said. 

Langlands. a personal 
acquaintance of President 
Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, has 
devoted most of his life to teach- 
ing in Pakistan and is one of the 
best-known British residents. 

He taught for many years at 
Aitcheson College. Lahore. Pak- 
istan's most prestigious school, 
and many current ministers and 
parliamentarians have passed 
through his classroom. 

Since 1978 he has been prin- 
cipal of Razmak Cadet College, a 
boys school in north Waziristan. 

Thespokesman said no motive 
for the abduction was known. 
Lan glands' assistant was also 
kidnapped, but later released. 


Greek Cypriots 
vote for President 

NICOSIA, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Vote counting began today in 
elections for a new President of 
Cyprus after a dose-fought cam- 
paign in which both candidates 
pledged quick action to try to 
reunify the divided island. 

Political analysis said the out- 
come was too dose to call in the 
run-off poll between veteran 
right-winger Glafkos Derides 
and political newcomer George 
Vassiliou, an independent 
backed by the communist and 
socialist parties. 

Polls closed at six pm (1600 
GMT) and first trends were 
expected by midnight (2200 
GMT). The final result was due 
early tomorrow. 


Civil Service 
Ministry 

MUSCAT, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Sultan Qaboos of Oman has 
issued a decree setting up a Min- 
istry for the Civil Service, the 
official Omani news agency 
reported today. 

It said Ahmed Bin Abdul- 
Nabi Mckki would head the new 
ministry with Joma Bin Hamad 
AI Nasri as his deputy. 


Popular Sri Lankan film star-politician cremated 


Colombo leftist parties form alliance 


COLOMBO. Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Four Sri Lankan leftist parties ' 
formed an alliance today at the 
funeral of an assassinated film 
star-politician attended by up to 
half a million people. 

Clad in a white mourning 
saree, Chandrika, wife of mur- ' 
dered leftist leader Vijaya 
Kumaranatunga, signed an 
agreement on behalf of his Sri 
Lanka Mahajana (People’s) 
Party to set up the United Social- 
ist Alliance. (USA). 

Leaders of the three other left- 
ist parties also placed their sig- 
natures to the agreement on a 


rostrum draped in purple and red 
where Kumararmtunga’s flower- 
decked cpffirf lay. 

After a string of speeches by 
leaders of the four parties ana 
others, the coffin was placed 
inside a white funeral pyre and 
set alight in view of about 
500,000 mourners at Colombo’s 
Independence Square. 

Accused 

Kumaranatunga, voted most 
popular actor for the past six 
years, was gunned down on 
Tuesday by two men suspected 
by police or belonging tolheoutl- 
awed Marxist Janalha Vimukthi 


' Peramuna (JVP; People's 
Liberation Front). 

The JVP, mostly youths from 
the majority Sinhalese commun- 
ity, has been accused of a string 
of murders of government and 
opposition members who sup- 
port a controversial agreement 
with India to end a Tamil 
rebellion. 

Cabinet ministers, diplomats 
and dozens of actors and actres-. 
ses were among the crowd that 
watched flames rise from the 
pyre in the night sky only yards 
from the spot where two former 
prime ministers had been 


cremated. 

Thousands of people had 
earlier lined the six-km funeral 
route, decked with Mahajana's 
colours of purple and white, as 
the bier was brought in a golden- 
canopied coach to the square 
where the island received 
independence from Britain 40 
years ago. 

Leaders of the four parties 
made funeral orations vowing to 
press ahead with Kumaranalun- 
ga’s polities to unite the feuding 
Sinhalese and Tamil commun- 
ities and set up a truly socialist 
administration on the island. 


Warships 
shadow 
European 
convoy 
in Gulf 

DUBAI. Feb 21, (Reuter): Iran- 
ian and American warships 
closely shadowed a seven-ship 
European convoy which sailed 
into the Gulf today, a news 
photographer reported from a 
helicopter. 

He said an Iranian supply ves- 
sel was only two miles to the port 
oflhe French frigate DropouaJ.il 
escorted the 283.861 -tonne 
French tanker Borec 15 mites olT 
Dubai. The US frigate. John A. 
Moore in turn watched! he flank 
of Lhe Iranian vessel. 

Just ahead, the British des- 
troyer Gloucester guarded three 
tankers and a container ship. 
Neema named them as the Brit- 
ish supertankers BT Trader and 
Lepeta. the Liberia n-flag super- 
tanker Chevron South America 
and the British container ship 
Tor Bay. 

British warships escort non- 
national flag vessels when British 
assets or ownership are involved, 
unlike US warships which escort 
only Amcrican-flag ships. 

Warning 

The I ranian warship was 
earlier heard on radio angrily 
warning a helicopter to keep its 
distance but shipping sources 
could not say if a commercial, 
press or military helicopter was 
involved. 

After 26 confirmed attacks on 
Gulfshipsthisyear— 14 by Iran 
and 12by Iraq — a nine-day lull 
in the tanker war has followed 
Iraq's apparently mistaken 
attack on the Danish supertan- 
ker Kate Maersk which killed a 
crewman on Feb 12. 


Iraq blasts 
bridge 
in Iran 

BAGHDAD. Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Iraq said its warplanes destroyed 
a bridge used “for military pur- 
poses” in south wesL Iran today. 

A military spokesman said the 
aircraft attacked the- Keshvar 
bridge, north of the town of 
Andimeshk. He did not say 
whether it was a road or railway 
bridge. 

Keshvar is on the railway line’ 
between Tehran and the city of 
Ahvaz, an important staging 
area for Iranian troops near the 
southern waifrom. 

The spokesman said the planes 
returned safely to base. 

Intercepted 

In Tehran, Islamic Republic 
News Agency said that the Iran- 
ian Navy supported by Air Force 
intercepted eight oil tankers and 
commercial ships in the Gulf 
waters during the past two days. 

Irna quoted u military 
statement yesterday as saying tiie 
Iranian Navy allowed the ships 
to continue sailing out of the 
Strait of Hormuz, where the ins- 
pection took place, after making 
sure they were not carrying cargo 
for Iraq. 


Italian male 
lovers no good 

ROME, Feb 21, (Reuter): Forget 
tales of the great macho 
Italian male lover — a poll 
published today said twice as 
many Italian women are 
unfaithful as men. many 
because their lovers are no 
good in bed. 

The poll, given much space in 
Sunday Italian papers and 
radio programmes, was based 
on interviews.- with 20.000 
people by the Italian Associa- 
tion for Demographic 
Studies. 

It said 66 per cent of married 
women interviewed said they 
had committed adultery. 46 
per cent of these because their 
husbands did not satisfy them 
sexually. 

Only 32 per cent of married men 
interviewed admitted to adul- 
tery and 58 per cent said they 
were “rather satisfied” with 
sex with their wives. 


Libyan centre 

KHARTOUM. Feb 21. (Reu- 
ter): Sudan has ordered closure 
of the Libyan Cult urc Goitre and 
the Iranian-Sudanese Friendship 
Society in Khartoum. ! he official 
Sudan News Agency Suna said 
today. 


Agents arrested 

DAKAR. (Reuter): Three susp- 
ected Libyan agents have been 
arrested Irving to enter Senegal 
illegally and two of them were 
carrying weapons and 
explosives. Senegalese Informa- 
tion Minister Djibo Ka said yes- 
terday. 

Flights cancelled 

ROME. (Reuter): Italian slate 
airline Alitalia cancelled half its 
scheduled flights yesterday as 
Rome airport gound staff began 
a 10-hour strike to press pay-rise 
claims. 

Kin nock returns 

LONDON, (Reuter): British 
opposition Labour Party leader 
Neil Kinnock returned to Lon- 
don yesterday after a visit to 
Israel and the occupied 
territories with a plea to the PLO 
not to intensify violence. 

Hayden in Israel 

TEL AVIV, (Reuter): Australian 
Foreign Minister Bill Hayden 
arrived in Israel yesterday for a 
three-day visit, the final stage of a 
Middle East tour. 

Indian appeal 

NEW DELHI. (Reuter): Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
called yesterday for an end to all 
external interference in Afghan- 
istan following a withdrawal of 
Soviet troops. 

Life-support system 

LOMA LINDA, (Reuter): A 
baby boy bom with much of his 
brain missing, kept alive as an 
organ donor, was taken off a life- 
support system after no suitable 
recipients' were found, u hospital 
spokesman said yesterday. 

Helmut Kohl 

BONN, (Reuter): West German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl, back 
from talks in Washington, said in 
an interview published yesterday 
that the West should lake Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev at his 
word over conventional arms 
cuts. 


Waite alive 
and well 

BEIRUT, Feb 21. (UPI): Kid- 
napped Anglican Church envoy 
Terry Wailc was beaten by his 
captors because they .thought his 
heart regulator was a 'transmis- 
sion device* but he has recovered, 
a senior official of a leftist militia 
said today. 

"The latest information we 
have about Waite is that he is well 
and his captors provide him with 
proper medical care.” said the 
official who spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 

“Waite suffered, shortly after 
he was abducted, from complica- 
tions after his captors beat him 
because they mistook his heart 
regulator for a transmission 
device.” he said. 

“Waite’s captors then allowed 
a doctor to check him out. sup- 
plied him with required medica- 
tions and he recovered,” the 
source said. “A doctor has recen- 
tly visited Waite and confirmed 
he was in good health.” 

The militia source said Waite 
was held in Haret Hraik. a den- 
sely-populated district in the 
Shiite-controlled southern 
suburbs of Beirut. 

“The fundamentalist croup 
that holds Waite has repeatedly 
assured officials from the 
Progressive Socialist Party that 
Waite is well and alive.'* the 
source said. 


DAY BY DAY 


A KUWAITI citizen com- 
menting on the recent amend- 
mems and derisions re! j led to 
the Residence Law said, the 
Ministry of Social Affairs 
delays processing the applica- 
tions and the Interior Minis- 
try fines people for being late. 

The recent decisions regar- 
ding residency need to be 
changed. We are grateful that 
HH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister recognised 
(his and ordered the 
Residence Law to be amen- 
ded. 

These decisions need to be 
made wisely to ensure that 
Kuwait is not closed under i he 
pretext of security issues. 

Zahed Malar 
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Hun! continues for US officer 


ARAB TIMES, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1988 


Amal fights with Hezbollah 


RASH AY A, Lebanon, Feb 21, 
(Reuter): AmaJ militiamen hunt- 
‘"8 {or kidnapped US officer 
William Higgins exchanged 
machinegun fire today with pro- 
. Iranians in Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley, security sources said. 

They said the militiamen and 
fighters of the Iranian-backed 
Hezbollah fought until this mor- 
ning at the village of Ain A1 
Tin eh * Hezbollah stronghold. 

There was no word on casual- 
ties. 

The village is 45 km southeast 
of the southern port of Tyre 
where Higgins was seized by 
three bearded gunmen on Wed- 
nesday after meeting a top AmaJ 
official. 

Tension 

“Aman militiamen had set up 
checkpoints there. Hezbollah 
saw that as a challenge because it 
controls the village, so this star- 
ted the clashes." one source said. 

He said the feuding Shi'ites 
smashed cars in anger as rival 
militiamen, brandishing Soviet- 
made Kalashnikovs and rockeL 
launchers, roamed streets of the 


Noorani in 
China for 

Afghan 

talks 

ISLAMABAD. Feb 21. 
(Reuter): Pakistan's Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Zain 
Noorani flew to China loday for 
further consultations with allies 
before the next round of indirect 
talks with Afghanistan. 

“Wc want to draw on the wis- 
dom of our friends," he told 
reporters at Islamabad airport. 

Noorani returned yesterday 
from talks in Washington and 
London on Afghan peace prosp- 
ects with US Secretary of State 
George Shultz and Britain's 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey 
Howe. 

Foreign Secretary Abdul Sai- 
lar is currently holding talks in 
Iran, another major backer of the 
anti-communist Afghan muja- 
hedeen. 

Pakistan is due to resume 
indirect talks with the Kabul 
regime in Geneva on March 2 on 
a withdrawal of Soviet troops' 
and a halt to aid for Afghan 
rebels based in Pakistan. 

Pullout 

Noorani's travels follow the 
offer two weeks ago by Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev to 
pull out troops by March 1989 if 
Pakistan signs an accord by 
March this year. Pakistan says a 
new broad-based government 
must lake over in Kabul before it 
signs an agreement. 

Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khan Junejo holds the foreign 
affairs portfolio. Noorani. as 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, deals full-time with 
external affairs. 

Pakistan and China, linked by 
their cool relations with India, 
have been close allies since the 
former came into being in 1947. 

China is one of the main sup- 
pliers of weapons For Afghan 
fighters through Pakistan and is 
fiercely critical of the eight-year- 
old Soviet military presence. 

Noorani said that the main 
purpose ofhis trip to Peking was 
to discuss the Afghan question, 
but bilateral matters would also 
be discussed. 


village of l .500 people. 

Tension has increased bet- 
ween the two sides since the cap- 
ture of Lieutenant-Colonel Hig- 
gins, head of the Lebanon unit of 
the UN Truce Supervision 
Organisation (Untso). 

Amal, Lebanon's largest 
militia, has apparently been try- 
ing to stop his kidnappers from 
smuggling him out of the south. 
Militiamen mounted a widescale 
hunt for the US officer, stormed 
Hezbollah hideouts and arrested 
at least ten of its members. 

Higgins. 43. is the 10th 
American among 28 foreigners 
missing and believed held in 
Lebanon. 

Hezbollah described him as a 
"filthy American" and accused 
Amal of arresting 1 50 of its mem- 
bers. 

Sheikh Abdel Karim Obeid. a 
senior Hezbollah official in the 
south, told worshippers at 
Friday prayers that Higgins was 
in charge of "spying operations" 
carried out by the UN Interim 
Force in Lebanon (Unifil) and 
Untso. 


“The story is not small. The 
story of the presence of the 
peacekeepers in Lebanon is an 
American plan of spying- All 
these organisations that claim to 
be humanitarian, even the Inter- 
national Red Cross, work in the 
same framework," he said. 

Challenge 

Amal leader Nabih Bern des- 
cribed the abduction as a 
challenge to his militia, to the 
security of the south and to the 
role of Unifil- He said the 
incident could spark “many 
problems" between Amal and 
Hezbollah. 

Salah Khalaf. head of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion counter-intelligence, said be 
had evidence Iran ordered the 
abduction of Higgins and two 
Scandinavian workers of the UN 
Relief and Works Aeency 
(Unrwa) in a bid to make new 
deals with the United States. _ 

The underground “Organisa- 
tion of the Oppressed of the 
World* 1 said it was holding Hig- 
gins and declared he was a US 
spy. The group has claimed the 


abduction and killing of Leban- 
ese Jews and was one of several 
groups that claimed to be behind 
the 1985 hijack of an American 
TWA plane to Beirut airport. 

Shelling 

Meanwhile. Israeli soldiers 
and their surrogate South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
shelled villages in south Lebanon 
today after Muslim commandos 
carried out eight attacks against 
SLA posts there, police said. 

They said two children were 
injured and-severa! houses badly 
damaged in Zabqine village. 17 
km southeast of Tyre, when 
Israeli forces opened fire soon 
after midnight. 

Police said Muslim comman- 
dos who tried to infiltrate into 
SLA posts on the hilltops of 
Jabal Safi and Toumat Niha. 
shelled SLA positions in the 
villages of Maijayoun. BinUbeil 
and Hasbaya in Israel's self- 
declared “security zone." 

The SLA-run “.Voice of 
Hope" radio station confirmed 
the attacks by Muslim comman- 
dos but gave no details. 



20 hurt during Martyr’s Day protest 


Rivals clash in Bangladesh 


US Vice-President George Bush waves to the crowd as he rides as grand marshal In the 
annual Livestock Show In Houston. {Reuter wfarephoto) 

Waldheim Bush turns cowboy 

Miifmviitv * or Houston rodeo 
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DHAKA Feb 2 1 , (UPI): At least 
20 persons were injured and five 
arrested as rival protest groups 
clashed today in Chittagong, 
during “Martyr’s Day" marches, 
police reported. 

Members of the rival groups 
— the student wings of the Ban- 
gladesh Nationalist Party and 
the Communist Party — tossed 
homemade bombs during the 
dash. The groups were among 
millions who paraded barefoot 
throughout Bangladesh in 
memory of students killed by 
police 36 years ago in demonstra- 
tions demanding that Bengali be 
one of the official languages of 
Pakistan. 

The demonstrations were a 
forerunner of a civil war in which 
rebels, backed by India, gained 
independence for Bangladesh in 
1971. 

About 200 Rajshahi Univer- 
sity students were taken to a hos- 
pital last night following a “Mar- 
tyr’s Day" banqueL Doctors at 
Rajshahi Medical College hosp- 


ital said they believed food eaten 
by the students had been 
poisoned. They said 80 of the 
students were in serious condi- 
tion. 

Opposition leaders used the 
Martyr’s Day marches to con- 
tinue their efforts to force 
President Hussain Mohammad 
Ershad to resign. 

Ershad observed the day by 
holding a religious ceremony at 
the presidential palace. 

Two major opposition leaders 
who are spearheading the tbree- 
month-old drive to oust Ershad 
led silent processions to the 
memorial of the students. Sheikh 
Hasina Wajed. president of the 
Awami League — largest of the 
opposition groups — said “we 
must not relent our struggle" 
because Ershad's days are “now 
numbered." 

Begum Khalida Zia, chairman 
of the Bangladesh Nationalist 
party, attacked Ershad for fail- 
ing to gurantee the safety of 
voters in recent elections. 


South Korea plans 
a big amnesty 


SEOUL. Feb 21, (Reuter): South 
Korea will free thousands of 
political dissidents and criminals 
under an amnesty shortly after 
this week's inauguration of Roh 
Tae-Woo as its new president, 
government sources said today. 

Roh, elected president last 
December, is due to be 
inaugurated fora five-year single 
term on Thursday. 

The sources said a cabinet 
meeting would approve the 
amnesty the next day. They did 
not give the exact number of 
those to be released. 

The newspaper Chosun Ilbo 
reported that the amnesty would 
benefit about 7.200 prisoners, 
including some 1,200 people 
awaiting trial or jailed for anti- 
government demonstrations. 

The daily said those to be freed 
included Ham LTn-Gyong. who 
led a four-day student occupa- 
tion of the US Information 
Service building in Seoul three 
years ago, and two leading dis- 


sidents jailed for masterminding 
a mass! ve riot against the govern- 
ment in the western city of 
Inchon in 1986. 

Exception 

But Chosun Ilbo said about 60 
“radical communist sympath- 
isers” would be excluded from 
the amnesty, which would be 
implemented before March 1 . the 
69th anniversary of a Korean 
uprising against Japanese colon- 
ial rule. 

Prime Minister Kim Chung- 
Yul told parliament last month 
that the government was plan- 
ning a major amnesty to honour 
a campaign pledge by Roh. 

“The government has already 
begun work on a grand amnesty 
benefiting as many people as pos- 
sible in the cause of national 
reconciliation and democratic 
progress," be said. 

Roh is a former general who 
was seen until several months 
ago as a firm supporter of auth- 
oritarian rule. 


Violence during the elections 
claimed at least 1 20 lives. 

We must not allow him to hold 
sham elections to again legitimise 
his regime." Khaleda said in 
reference to the upcoming 
March 3 parliamentary elec- 
tions. 

Opposition groups have 
vowed to boycott and disrupt the 
elections. 

Peace 

Ershad says he will not step 
down under pressure. 

In a message to mark the 
anniversary, he called for peace 
and unity to allow people to pay 
respects to the martyrs. 

Ershad and members of his 
ruling Jatiya Party did not place 
wreaths. Opposition parties said 
he wanted to avoid being jeered 
by Dhaka University students. 

Both opposition leaders urged 
people to stay at home during a 
36-hour general strike beginning 
on March 2 to disrupt a 
parliamentary election due the 
following day. 


Tibet monks 
confined to 
monasteries 

BELTING, Feb 21. (UPI): 
Tibetan officials, fearing ren- 
ewed outbreaks of anti-Chinese 
unrest at a major religious fes- 
tival in Lhasa this week, have 
confined monks to their monas- 
teries, a source in the area said 
today. 

Thousands of pilgrims from 
throughout the rugged 
Himalayan region have been 
flocking to the great prayer fes- 
| rival in the capital, the scene last 
| fafi of three violent protests for 
independence in which at least six 
people died. 

Officials ordered monks 
Saturday to remain in their tem- 
ples and monasteries until 
ceremonies begin, the source 
said. 

The festival, known as Moin- 
lam Qenrno. is the- most impor- 
tant event of the Tibetan 
religious calendar and continues 
from Feb 24 to March 6. 


Harold Brooks- Baker, editor of 
Burke's Peerage, the pres- 
tigious directory of British 
nobility, said Waldheim is a 
distant cousin of Queen 
Elizabeth II and has a closer 
link through a different line to 
Prince Phuxp. 

He said Waldheim, a former UN 
Secretary -General, is related 
to the Austrian Habsburgs, 
who were connected with the 
Queen's Hanoverian ances- 
tors. 

King George V changed the sur- 
name of the royal family from 
Hanover to Windsor in July 
1917, relinquishing use for 
himself and his descendants of 
their German titles. 

“They (the Queen and Wald- 
heim) are -very distantly 
related. 


WASHINGTON, Feb 21, 
(UPI): Vice-President George 
Bush turned cowboy fora Hous- 
ton rodeo parade Saturday but 
most of the 10 presidential 
aspirants worked. far north of 
Texas, trying to corral votes for 
the coming showdown in South 
Dakota and Minnesota. 

Senate Republican leader 
Robert Dole spoke to the South 
Dakota legislature, emphasising 
his prowess on agriculture and a 
hard line on foreign relations. 
The Dole campaign accused 
Bush of “psychologically avoid- 
ing the Midwest” for fear of 
defeaL 

Six other candidates campaig- 
ned in the two states, hoping fora 
favourable showing in the South 
Dakota primary and Tuesday's 
Minnesota caucuses. The results 
may give candidates an advan- 
tage toward -Super Tuesday, 
March 8, when 20 states hold 
presidential primaries and 
caucuses. 

“I need a lift, frankly, from the 
state of Minnesota,” Senator 
Paul Simon, Democrat- Illinois, 
said in the Iron Range City of 
Virginia, Minnesota. “I'm stay- 
ing in the raoe all the way to 
Atlanta, but I need your help " 


Bush, riding in a horse-drawn 
buggy, got a lukewarm reception 
as grand marshal of the Houston 
Livestock Show and parade 
through downtown Houston. 
Some parade viewers applauded 
when Bush was introduced as a 
“native Houstonian and Hous- 
ton Livestock Show and rodeo 
supporter." 

Bush grew up in Connecticut 
but was a success in the Texas oil 
business and for two terms 
represented a Houston district in 
Congress. 

-Dole told South Dakota leg- 
islators, many of whom are 
involved in fanning or agribusi- 
ness, that agriculture would be a 
priority ifheis president- Healso 
vowed to ‘ follow President 
Reagan's hard-line stance on 
dealing with the Soviet Union 
and, as an example, cited the 
President’s treaty to remove 
short-range missiles from 
Europe. 

Minnesota is a key test for 
Simon, who reminded listeners 
of his fidelity to the goals of 
liberal Hubert Humphrey. 

Simon placed second in the 
Iowa caucuses and third in the 
New Hampshire primary. 


Move to prevent MNLF from joining OIC 


Manila sends envoy to Riyadh 


MANILA Feb 2 i, (Reuter): The, . 
Philippine government stepped- 
up its campaign to block a bid by 
Muslim separatists to join the 
Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC) by dispatching a 
top official to Saudi Arabia - 
yesterday to argue Manila's case. 

Speaker Ramon Mitra of the 
House of Representatives 
carried a personal letter from 
President Corazon Aquino to 
Saudi Arabia's King Fahd which 
diplomatic sources said was 
expected to ask the Saudi mon- 
arch to oppose the application. 

A spokesman for the southern 
Philippi ne-based Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF) said 
the Muslim group had the sup- ■ 
port of 35 of the 48 OIC members 
and that King Fahd backed its 
bid. 

The OIC is expected to con- 
sider the MNLF application 
when it meets in Jordan next 
month. 

OIC membership could give 
the MNLF the status of a govern- 
ment -in -exile with other mem- 
bers. 

Bui the front planned to set up 
a provisional Muslim govern- 
ment in the south “with or with- 


out membership” of the OIC. 
MNLF spokesmanUsmdrZam 
« Jali was quoted as saying .by the 
•ManifaChrohiiae. '' ' "■'5 

Welfare 

The Philippine government . 
hopes to convince Islamic states 
that itis looking after the welfare 
of the Muslim minority who live 
on the southern islands of Min- 
danao, Basilan and Sulu. 

A government official said 
Philippine ambassadors in the 
Middle East had been instructed 
to inform their host countries 
that Manila would stick to a 1976 
agreement to provide autonomy 
for Muslims within the fram- 
ework of the 1986 constitution. 

Aquino is due to fly south later 
this week to announce a regional 

the ruksifor autonomy. ** 

The Manila Chronicle also 
reported that Foreign Affairs 
Department representatives 
would meet MNLF field com- 
manders to uy to persuade them . 
to drop their OIC membership 
bid. 

The military said last week that 
Muslim guerrillas were poised to 
resume a separatist war which 
killed at least 60,000 people at its 


hright,mJb?- J 97.0s, , 

A truce agreed by/lcj umq^ahd. 


although minor dashes between 
rebels and government troops 
erupt occasionally . 

Anniversary 

Two years ago M onday, a han- 
dful of military officers and 
politicians broke with the gover- 
nment of Ferdinand Marcos, 
sparking the heady 4-day “peo- 
ple power” revolution that swept 
President Aquino to power. 

Most of the heroes of that 
revolt have fallen from grace. 
The unity of the moment has 
collapsed. The revolution's 
promise hasn't come true for 
many Filipinos. 

The military officers are either 
in jail, under house at rest or on 
the run. And the civilian leader of 
the uprising — JuanPonce Enrile 
— barely squeezed into the Sen- 
ate. 

On Feb 22, 1986 Enrile, Mar- 
cos' Defense Secretary, and 
Lieut Gen. Fidel Ramos, then 
Yke Chief of Staff, announced- 
they were breaking with the 20- 
year-old Marcos govemmenL 
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(Foreign Primary and Middle) 
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Thai, Lao troops 
pull back quietly 


REQUIRED URGENTLY 

Following secondhand items are 
required for immediate purchase. 

Dining tables 40 nos. 

Chairs 400 nos. 

^Contact: 3929514, between 8 am and X pm, 4 and 7 pm. 




POSITION REQUIRED 

Professionally qualified and experienced in marketing, 
finance, commerce and administration fields with 8 
years experience in Kuwait, holding a potentially 
responsible position ina reputed group of companies 
is seriously looking for a suitable assignment. 

Pis contact tel. No. 4349523 


BANGKOK, Feb 21. (UPI): 
Thai and Lao troops today 
peacefully pulled back from bat- 
tle lines where hundreds of 
troops were killed in a territorial 
dispute, leaving behind hills 
scarred by bunkers, craters and 
temporary graves, Thai military 
officers said. 

“The mutual withdrawal and 
separation of forces began last 
night." said Li Gen. Siri Thiwa- 
phan, commander of the Thai 
forces on the border. “There was 
some delay because of rain, but 
otherwise everything has gone 
smoothly.'* 

The two rides pulled back two 
miles (3 km) from their former 
positions under the supervision 
of a joint military . inspection 
group implementing a ceasefire. 

Thai and Lao military leaders 
agreed toa ceasefire and separa- 
tion of troops on Wednesday 
that ended a bitter three-month 
battle over a 27-square-mile (70 
sq km) patch of disputed border 
territory. 

A Thai military officer who 
was part of a 12-man team that 
visited former Lgo positions said 
at least 10 bunkers weitdug deep 
into the crest of hill 1428. the 
scent of some of the fiercest fight- 
ing in the border war. 

“The whole area for more than 
two square kilometres ( 1 sq mile) 
was tom up by artillery or air 
strikes," said the officer who 
asked not to be named. 

“Trees were broken and bur- 


ned and there were freshly dug 
patches that looked like tem- 
porary graves," the officer said in 
a telephone interview. 

Official Lao Radio said today 
there has been ho exchange of 
gunfire since the ceasefire began 
on Friday “thus proving strict 
implementation of the 
agreement has been observed by 
both sides." 

On Saturday Thai and Lao 


members of the joint inspection 
group agreed thai they would 
help each other clear land mines 
from the area, with the soldiers 
who planted them coming back 
to help. Military sources, 
however, said many of the 
original frontline troops who 
laid the mines were dead or 
wounded. 

The two rides also agreed to 
search for the remains of soldiers 
missing in action in the fierce 

jungle fighting. 

No official casually toll has 
been announced by either side, 
but Thai ofiipers estimated Lao 
losses at more than 400 kilted 
with the Thai side.losing about 
300 dead. Hundreds more were 
wounded on both sides. 

The dispute erupted over dif- 
fering inlerpretations of a 1907 
treaty delineating the frontier. 
The differences wen: unnoticed 
until Thai logging companies 
moved into the area last year, 
sparking a conflict that 
threatened to escalate out of con- 
trol. 


Talks in Syria 

DAMASCUS, Feb 2 1 , (Reuter): 
The speaker of Lebanon s 
Parliament, Hussein A1 Hus- 
seini. held talks with Syrian Vice 
President Abdel Halim Khad- 
dam today on ways of stepping 
up resistance to Israeli forces in 
southern Lebanon, officials said. 

They said Khaddam.an expert 
on Lebanon's affairs, stressed a 
need to achieve national recon- 
ciliation. 

Nasser's son 

CAIRO. Feb 21. (UPI): The 
eldest son of the late President 
Gamut Abdel Nasser, in 
statements published today, said 
he will return to Egypt from 
Yugoslavia soon to face charges 
that he financed and armed an 
underground group that laun- 
ched attacks against Israeli and 
US embassy workers in Cairo. 

As the Egyptian Bar Associa- 
tion rallied to the defence of 
Khaled Abdel Nasser, an unkn- 
own woman claimed, in a tele- 
phonecallio an opposition news- 
paper. that the group will 
“launch new operations soon." 

Relief workers 

ASMARA. Ethiopia, Feb 21, 
(Reuter): At least six European 
aid workers were abducted by 
guerrillas in northern Ethiopia 
last week. Western relief agency 
sources said today. 

The six medical staff engaged 
in famine relief work were taken 
at Idaga Ham us, a town in the 
north of Tigray province, the 
sources Lold Reuters. 

A seventh worker might also 
have been seized, they said. 

Entrapment 

LONDON, Feb 21. (Reuter): A 
British newspaper said today the 
wile of a former major in Israeli 
military intelligence lured former 
nuclear plant worker Mordcchai 
Vanunu out of Britain after he 
told the papier Israel was making 
atomic bombs. 

TheSunday Times said Cheryl 
Ben to v, 26. wasa key player in an 
entrapment by the Israeli Mos- 
sad secret service in which Van- 
unu was lured” intocapiiviiy and 
trial in Israel.” 

Casual sex 
rising in US 
despite AIDS 

| WASHINGTON, * "Frf> - 21.- 
1 (Reuter): The government has 
gathered evidence that casual sex 
is- increasing despite widespread 
fears about AIDS, -the nation's 
top health officer said yesterday. 

US Surgeon General C. 
Everett Koop also took issue 
with news reports that played 
down the chance of hetrosexuals 
contacting the deadly Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome. 

In the United States, AJ DS has 
struck mostly at homosexuals 
and intravenous drug users. 

In a status report on AIDS to a 
congressional sub-committee the 
outspoken Koop blasted a recent 
article in the popular magazine 
Cosmopolitan for stating that 
women had little to fear from the 
AIDS epidemic. 

Disservice 

“It is a great disservice to 
women,” he said. “The risk is 
real. Complacency worries me.” 
He said that a spate of recent 
news reports were wrong in slat- 
ing there is no danger of 
hetrosexual transmission from 
normal vaginal intercourse. 

“Although homosexual and ... 
drug activity are the tools by 
which most cases are transmit- 
ted,” he said, “it is just not true 
that there is no danger from nor- 
mal vaginal intercourse." 

To dale, there have been. 2.092 
cases of hetrosexuals with AIDS 
out of a total US caseload of 
52.249 adults. Most of the 
Americans -- about half the 
hetrosexuals were foreigners — 
were infected by drug-abusing 
sex partners. 

Koop said the latesL statistics 
on sexually transmitted syphilis 
showed a 32 per cent increase last 
year. This was a sign that casual 
sex may be rising among 
hetrosexuals, posing a greater 
risk of becoming infected with 
AIDS from the 1.5 million. 
Amen cans believed to be earn- 
ing the virus. 

Uprising 
death toll 
reaches 61 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Rifai arrived in Riyadh today 
Six Arab Foreign Ministers 
have agreed to contact UN 
Mcurtty Council members and 
the European Economic Com- 
munity to try to increase inter- 
national support for the Palestin- 
ian uprising in Israeli-occupied 
territories. 

A special Arab League minis- 
terial committee agreed on the 
movesaL itsfirst meeting in Tunis 
°" Saturday, a senior PLO 
official told reporters. 

' The committee consi„u of 
foragn numstere of Syria. Jor- 
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Saturday declared a holiday 

N Cabinet briefed on talks 
with Soviet emissary 

infightof the popular uprising, in 
addition to Kuwaid-British reta- 
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A REGULAR meeting for the 
Council of -Ministers was held 
yesterday, under HH the Crown 
Prince and Premier Sheikh Saarf 
AlAbdulJah. 

Following conclusion of the 
council's .deliberations, Minister 
of State for Cabinet Affairs 
Rashed Abdul Aziz Al Rashed 
staled that the council has 
decided, in accordance with HH 
the Amir’s desire, to declare next 
Saturday a holiday, in addition 
to Thursday and Friday, to mark 
Kuwait’s 27th National Day. 

Rashed said the council was 
briefed by the Crown Prince and 
Premier on talks held with PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat, during the 
latter’s visit to Kuwait 
Soviet message 

The cabinet also listened to a 
report by Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 
Al Ahmed dealing with talks 
with Soviet emissary Oleg Grin- 
evsky, who also conveyed a mes- 
sage to the Amir from Soviet 
leader Mikhaik Gorbachev deal- 
ing with the situation in the Arab 
region, efforts exerted to end the- 
Iraq-lran war' and Soviet 
announcement regarding with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan. 


Finance Minister 'fassem AI 
Khorafi, meanwhile, briefed the 
council on the 16th meeting of 
the GCCs committee for finan- 
cial and economic cooperation 
which convened in Riyadh last 
Wednesday. . 

Road conference 

In addition, the council was 
enlightened by Public Works 
Minister Abdul Rahman -Al 
Houti regarding outcome of his 
visit to Bahrain last week during 
which he conferred with officials 
there on various construction 
projects falling within coopera- 
tion between Kuwait and 
Bahrain. 

He also briefed the conferees 
,on deliberations of the Inter- 
national Roads Union con- 
ference that took place in Riyadh 
recently. 

The meeting, furthermore, lis- 
tened to a report by Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Saoud 
Mohammed Al Osaimi dealing 
with his meeting with a delega- 
tion from the British House of 
Commons, representing the 
Conservative Party, which dealt 
with the situation in the Arab 
Gulf, the Iraq-lran war, develop- 
ments in the occupied Arab lands 


tions and means of boosting 
them, Rashed said. 

Amendments ■ 

He added that. the council 
agreed to grant the Islamic Cul- 
tural Centre in New York the 
sum of S2 million in order to 
complete the final phase of 
establishing the important 
project 

The conferees decided to form 
a committee, headed by Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Minister, to 
set up appropriate means that 
would assist in boosting 
cooperation between GCC 
states, Al Rashed said. 

. After listening to reports from 
a number of cabinet members, 
the council discussed topics on 
the agenda, Rashed said. 

Regarding remarks of the 
Crown Prince and Premier con- 
cerning reviewed of law No. 17 of. 
1959, which deals wilhi 
expatriates residing in Kuwait, 
the conferees discussed the issue- 
and listened to proposed amend- 
ments. 

The council also discussed a 
number of draft decrees, and 
other issues listed on the agenda 
of the meeting, Rashed at 


Subscriber 

communication 

systems 

SOURCES at Kuwait’s Com- 
munications Ministry said that it 
was believed that 1980 marked 
the beginning of a new stage of 
international telephone com- 
munication between Kuwait and 
the rest of the world. Sources 
added that the ministry seeks to 
minimise the work of people at 
the various ministry telephone 
exchanges, saying that almost all- 
international calls were now 
made via one of 127 satellites, 
which made direct communica- 
tion possible throughout the 
world. 

In recent years Kuwait has 
introduced services such as subs- 
criber communication systems in 
an effort to improve the level and 
number of services available. 


Strjqtaction^,,, 
aqainst 
pedlars urged 

A NUMBER of citizens have 
urged authorities to take action 
against pedlars selling foodstuffs' 
and other items illegally. They 
complained that pedlars sell 
foodstuffs which are spoiled 
from being out in the sun and 
criticised the Kuwait Mun- 
icipality for not taking strict 
action against them. 

They said the pedlars gave a 
bad impression of the country to 
visitors and that some were wan- 
ted by security authorities. 
Citizens have also complained 
that pedlars sometimes interfere 
with traffic movement and serve 
no purpose since local markets 
cany everything people need to 
purchase. 

KD38.2m 
worth exported 
to GCC states 

KUWAITI exports to Gulf 
Cooperation Council states last 
year totalled KD38.2 million, 
with Saudi Arabia receiving the 
majority of the exported items, 
totalling KD30.3 million. The 
United Arab Emirates followed 
with KD2.5 million. 

Over 1 1 ,000 export certificates 
to GCC states were issued in 
1987, it was reported, with metal 
pipes, dyes, chemicals, paper 
products, glass bottles, and 
insulators among the main items 
exported. 


Preparations lor justice 
ministers conference 


ABDUL AZIZ AL DAKHEEL, 
the Assistant Undersecretary at 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Justice and 
Legal Affairs, said the ministry 
was continuing its preparations 
for the Arab justice ministers 
conference to be held in Kuwait 
by the first of April. 

. He said that Kuwait’s hosting 
of the sixth session of the con- 
ference was an indication of the 
country's efforts to foster Arab 
cooperation in the areas of leg- 
islative and judicial affairs. 

Al DakheeL. in an interview 
with a Kuwaiti daily, said plans 
were under way to revise the 


regulations for administrative 
qualifications to eliminate shor- 
tages. He added that the ministry 
attempted to continually 
upgrade the skills and potential 
of its administrative staff and to 
ensure a higher level of service. 

A special technical office had 
been staffed with qualified 
specialists to investigate com- 
plaints submitted to the office 
regarding the performance of 
staff, he said, and to cany out 
recommendations resulting from 
studies and research ajmed at fin- 
ding effective solutions to exist- 
ing problems. 


United Cities Organisation 
condemns Israeli practices 


r THE United Cities Oi^anisatfDH " 
yesterday "condemned TstadTs^ 
i aggressive' practice?!' 'agaipsT 
Palestinians in' the 'occupied, 
territories. 

The organisation director 
Hubert Liseir O’Grafl, in a reply 
cable to the director of Arab 
Cities Organisation AbduJaziz 
AlAdsani, said that the executive 
committee of the United Cities 
Organisation adopted an unan- 
imous decision in which it stated 
its position toward the dramatic 
incidents in the territories 
occupied by Israel. 

The executive committee, con- 
demned the long time Israeli 


ce‘. m 1 1 occupied - - Palestine/ 

and deprived . of b? W .. 
human rights. 

By using force, killing, mass- 
jailing, deportations and viola- 
tions of human rights, a perman- 
ent solution can not be found, the 
committee emphasised, adding 
that peace can only be achieved 
through dialogue between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians. 

The Paris-based organisation 
which is chaired by French for- 
mer premier Her Morwovsone of 
the largest organisations that 
aims at twinning world cities. 


Water production 
on the rise 

DR Ghanim Sultan from 
Kuwait University’s Faculty of' 
Basic Education, speaking at a 
recent faculty lecture, said 
Kuwait had been producing 
potable water from water 
desalination stations since 1950. 
He added that these stations had 
increased in capacity to 35,000 
million gallons of water by 1984. 

The production of brackish 
water reached 15.5 million 
gallons in 1984, which increased 
to 17 .2 million gallons during the 
first six months of 1985. He 
added that the production of 
electricity doubled 1,544.5 times 
between 1954 and 1985 and that 
power consumption by homes 
increased from 44.5 per cent in 
1 976 to 48.7 percent in 1985. The 
numberof power consumers also 
doubled 11 times from 1951 to 
1985. be said. 


Bacteria in 
cheese 

causes infection 

AN official source at Kuwait’s 
Public Health Ministry said that 
several patients had recently 
been admitted to public hospitals 
for treatment of infections 
caused by Letaria, a type of bac- 
teria found in certain types of 
Swiss and French cheese. 

According to a Kuwaiti daily, 
the cases involved a number of 
expectant mothers and infants 
who were being breastfed. The 
source did not specify the num- 
ber of cases reported. 

The daily noted that Kuwait 
Municipality bad earlier 
announced that arrangements 
had been made to withdraw all 
cheese known to contain Letaria 
from the local market. 



• The counsellor at the Indian Embassy In Kuwait, A SInha, was the gue*t of [honour at an 
Informal evening held by the Kuwait chapter of the Chaimedee RotJsseurs atthe Kiwart 
Continental Hotel where guests and members were 
from an extensive and well presented buffet Picture shows 

of the Kuwait Continental. OSJWadhwa, ABhatia, Mrs S Madhwa, Mrs Bhatla, ABInha and 
AAIphonso. 



• HH the Amir yesterday visited the headquarters of the National Guard. The Amir 
receiving a plaque from officers. 

Education Ministry’s social 
security fund is the-biggest 


THE social security-fund of the 
Education Ministry has 30,000 
members, and is larger than 
funds at other ministries and 
government establishments. 

It was established in 1974 and 
includes nine elected members 
and two members appointed by 
the Teachers Society. 

It has its own administration, 
and the general body includes the 
undersecretary, assistant under- 
secretaries and the director of the 
Public Authority for Applied 
Education and T raining. 


The chairman of the fund’s 
board of directors. Nasser Al 
Osaimi, said the fund’s financial 
department is appointed from 
outside, and accountants must 
attend all general body meetings 
which control financial expen- 
diture. 

Subscriptions 

He said that subscriptions 
were agreed to at a general body 
meeting. 

He said the fund was originally 
established to aid families in case 
of death, but has been extended 


Educational achievements 


ABDUL Rahman Al Khudari, 
the Undersecretary of Kuwait's 
Education Ministry, said the 
establishment of the Higher 
Education Ministry and the 
Higher Education Council were 
considered to be the most impor- 
tant educational achievements 
this year. 

In an interview with a Kuwaiti 
daily, Al Khodari explained that 
the formation of this ministry 
and council was proof of thle 
country’s interest in education 
and its concern for the develop- 
ment;' of Kuwait's human' 
resource: ; ^ 

Regarding the mimsiry’s ’ 
accomplishments and the educa- 
tion sector's growth, Al Khudari 
said there were now 636 schools 
in Kuwait: 112 kindergartens, 
195 primary schools, 174 inter- 
mediate, 122 secondary and 33 
for applied education. 

He added that the total number 
of students in Kuwait’s govern- 
ment schools was 371,838 with 
27,565 teachers. 

Another accomplishment 
noted by the undersecretary was 
the inclusion ofcomputerstudies 

Call to ban 
import of 
tomatoes 

KHALED ABDULLAH AL 
RASHED, a delegate member of 
Kuwait’s Agricultural Food 
Produce Company, has urged 
Kuwait’s Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry to freeze tomato 
imports in April because of the 
huge surplus in locally grown 
tomatoes. He added that local 
tomato production was 
estimated at 12,000 tons. 

Speaking to a local daily, Al 
Rashed said that company had 
contacted local agricultural 
agencies and a number of • 
European embassies m Kuwait 
in an effort to find a means of 
exporting the surplus. 

He said the company had con- 
tacted another Arab country to 
discuss the possibility of absorb- 
ing the surplus. He added that the 
Al Ain tomato factory in the 
United Arab Emirates had said 
they would be unable to use the 
tomatoes at the present time. 

Al Rashed urged citizens and 
residents to buy locally grown 
tomatoes, which are fresh and of 
better quality, than imported 
tomatoes. 

Four charged 
with car theft 

DETECTIVES from Kuwait 
City arrested four culprits char- 
ged with car theft, breaking and 
entering and fraud. The culprits 
were identified as Mazloum K. 
and Sara M., non-Kuwaitis; 
Abdul Aziz M_ Kuwaiti; and 
Salah A., Lebanese. 

Two of the charged admitted 
to helping a third in the theft of a 
number of cars and cheque 
books. Detectives also found 
seven rifles and ammunition at 
their residence. 

Two of the culprits admitted 
that they had purchased 
jewellery estimated al KD2.473 
and electronic appliances 
estimated at KD5 1 5 with 
cheques stolen from Talal H. 

The culprits have been turned 
over to authorities for further 
investigation. 


schools. He added that these 
studies would soon be available 
in all of the schools. 

Kuwait’s Education Ministry 
will spare nothing in developing 
the curriculum, technology and 
leaching stall to keep pace with 
the spirit of the age; Al Khudari 
said. 


to cover other areas, such as 
health disability, treatment 
abroad and retirement plans. 

He said a member should have 
been employed for six years at the 
ministry before being entitled to 
retirement benefits. 

The subscriptions are 
deposited with Kuwait Finance 
House. 

He said there was a primary 
agreement among all ministries 
to invest some of the capital of 
the funds in school canteens and 
in cafeterias at some ministries. 
The Education Ministry’s fund 
has an income of KD1 50.000 
monthly from subscriptions. 

He said that most members 
were expatriates and the admin- 
istration conducted a wide infor- 
mation campaign last year. 

He praised the efforts of the 
Commerce and Industry Minis- 
try to unify the funds at all minis- 
tries. He said this would create a 
bigger base and provide more 
stability. 


R OYAL COURT 

- — -- — 

Amiri audience 

HH the Amir yesterday received Sheikh JaberAlAll. 


KUWAIT PRESS DIGEST 

No change in Shultz view 

A KUWAITI newspaper said yesterday that me Palestinian popular 
uprising in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip has not 
changed the view at US Secretary of State George Shultz on the 
sutteringof about 1 .5 million Palestinians living under occupation. 

Al Rai A! Aam pointed out that the uprising has succeeded in 
changing the positions of the Israelis themselves and to draw an 
international attention to what the Palestinians are suffering from 
but on the American side nothing has changed. 

According to the newspaper, Shultz, who began a visit to Moscow 
yesterday, to be followed by a Mideast tour, will raise the issue of 
Soviet Jews with Soviet leaders without even hinting about the 
plight of Palestinians under occupation who ore being treated os 
third or even fourth class citizens. 

Tire newspaper sold, to Shultz the main issue at present Is to 
restore Israeli control of the situation In the occupied territories, 
neglecting the causes that led to the Palestinian revolt. 

Al Rai Al Aam stressed that the region is passing through 
circumstances that necessitate serious efforts toward realising 
justice to end the ordeal and not to defend toe Israeli terroristic 
military rule. 

GULF PRESS 

US moves aimed at 
suppressing the uprising 

TWO United Arab Emirates newspapers wondered in their editorials 
yesterday about sudden and intensified American moves in the 
Middle East and warned that a tour by US Secretary of State George 
Shultz is mainly aimed at suppressing the uprising in occupied 
Arab territories. 

Alittihod newspaper of Abu Dhabi said ‘The visit is an American 
tactic to back tyranny by bolstering Zionist schemes. 

“After burning the living, burning the labourers, the enemy 
resorted to a new kind of crime, drowning the youth .... but the 
uprising is continuing and will do so until victory," toe newspaper 
concluded. 

Al Bayan newspaper commenting on toe same issue said “toe 
American stand towards toe Middle East crisis is still the same and 
will not change. It foliowstoe footsteps of toe Israeli stand, is biased 
towards It and has identical principles." 

The newspaper noted ttart toe US “is not so Ignorant as to believe 
that its policies are rejected by toe Arabs therefore Its Initiative will 
not be bom. What is intended by the recent American moves is to 
suppress toe uprising in occupied Palestine and prevent it from 
achieving its aims." 


i O % ■ »• *»*- •• 
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Bank of Scotland was the first U.K. Clearing Bank 
' to offer an offshore sterling account linked to Money 
Market rates of interest. Now, through Bank of Scotland 
(Jersey) Ltd we have introduced a new account offering 
similar advantages but maintained in U.S. $ especially to suit 
the needs of individuals receiving funds in U.S. $ and who__ 
require to make payments in that currency. . 

If you need an offshore cheque book account 
offering high* rates of interest, payable gross on a monthly 
basis with no notice of withdrawal then U.S. $ Money 
Market Cheque Account, Jersey is the account you've been 

Up-to-cfote rate of interest is available by tele- 
phoning Bank of Scotland (Jersey) Ltd 0534-3932 2._^i _- - = 
==£=“ For further details and information on other 
Deposit Facilities provided by Bank of Scotland (Jersey) Ltd,_j§ 
amply complete the attached coupon. 


To: Bank of Scotland Money Market Accounts Centre, 
4 Don Road, St Helier, Jersey. 

Please send me full details of Bank of Scotland US 
Dollar Money Market Cheque Account. 

NAME 


ADDRESS. 


Bank of Scotland (Jersey) lid was incorporated in Jersey and is c 
wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of Scotland. Copies of the most 
recent Audited Accounts are available from R C Home, Director, 
Bank of Scotland (Jersey) Ltd, PO Box 588, 4 Don Road, St Helier, 
Jersey or from Bank of Scotland, Head Office, The Mound, 
Edinburgh, EH1 IYZ Bank of Scotland Proprietors’ Funds as at 28th 
February 1987 were £558.6 miffion. The net assets of Bank of Scotland 
(Jersey) Ltd, os at 31 December 1986 were £1.1 million. 

Deposits made with Bank of Scotland (Jersey) Ltd are not covered 
by the Deposit Protection Scheme under the Bonking Act 1979. 


Bank of Scotland (Jersey) Ltd now accepts deposits in 
either Sterling or currency at a high rate of interest. 
For further details tick box. □ 

vQ, 
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KUWAIT ... GUL F 

Amir to open 
Waterfront 
Project today 

HH the Amir will inaugurate the 
Waterfront Project today 
accompanied by HH the Crown 
Pnnce and Prime Minister and 
senior government officials. 

The Waterfront Project, one 
of Kuwait's major projects, 
includes a marina, restaurants, 
open play areas, a swimming 
beach, catering services, a green 
island, helipad and other 
services. The 10 kilometre 
shoreline project was built at a 
cost of KD52 million. 

Kuwait's Stale Minister for 
Municipal Affairs Mohammed 
A1 Rifai and Finance Minister 
Jassem AJ Khorafi will meet the 
Amir and the Crown Prince for 
the inauguration ceremony. 

In preparation for other 
National Day events. 6,500 
students from about 300 schools 
have been practicing for various 
festivities, which include the flag- 
hoisting ceremony, singing of 
national songs, flying -balloons 
and many other activities. 

The National Guard is also 
participating in preparations for 
the National Day events. 
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Fahd receives 
Soviet message 


Governor visits KOC office in Wafra 


Art exhibition 

EIGHTEEN formative artists 
from the Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries will par- 
ticipate in an exhibition to be 
inaugurated in Kuwait on Tues- 
day. coinciding with the occasion 
of the 27th anniversary of 
Kuwait National Day. 

The inauguration ceremony, 
which will be held at Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel, will be 
patronised by Ahmadi Governor 
Sheikh Ali Sabah A1 Salem A1 
Sabah. 

The exhibition which will have 
a display of 90 art works, will last 
for one week. 


RIYADH. Feb 21. (Kuna): King 
Fahd Bin Abdulaziz of Saudi 
Arabia received today a reply 
message from the Soviet leader- 
ship dealing with the Iran-fraq 
war and the popular Palestinian 
uprising. Radio Riyadh reported. 

The broadcast added that the 
message was handed by Soviet 
Assistant Deputy Foreign Mini- 
ster for the Middle East. 
Vladimir Polyakov, during an 
audience today with Crown 
Prince. Deputy Premier and 
Commander of the National 
Guard Prince Abdullah Bin 
Abdulaziz. 

The meeting was attended by 
Saudi Foreign Minister Prince 
Saud AJ Faisal. Saudi Ambas- 
sador to the US Prince Bandar 
Bin Sultan and Saudi Foreign 
Undersecretary for political 
affairs. Abdulrahman AJ Man- 
souri. 

Messages 

King Fahd. acting on behalf of 
all Gulf Cooperation Council 
slates, had earlier Lhis month sent 
two messages to the Soviet 
leadership, the first focusring on 
the Iran- Iraq war and the second 
centering on the Palestinian upr- 


ising. 

The Saudi messages, delivered 
during a visit to Moscow by 
Foreign Minister Prince Saud At 
Faisal, urged greater Soviet 
efforts to enforce UN Security 
Council resolution 59S calling 
for a ceasefire in the Gulf war. 
The Saudi leader also urged the 
Kremlin to increase support for 
the Palestinian cause. 

Views 

The radio said Polyakov, 
accompanied by head of the 
Middle East department of 
Soviet Foreign Ministry, Robert 
Soldine. met Saudi Foreign Min- 
ister Prince Saud in the morning. 

“They exchanged views on 
some issues of mutual interest,” 
the broadcast added without 
elaborating. 

On the Saudi ride, the talks 
were attended by the Saudi 
Ambassador in Washington and 
senior ministry officials. 

Polyakov arrived here last 
night and was met at the airport 
by Prince Bandar Bin Sultan, 
head of the Western department 
at the Foreign Ministry Dr 
Nazar Madam and protocol 
ofliciais. 


Seminar on role of charities 


A SEMINAR on the role of 
charities in serving the commun- 
ity, organised by Kuwait's Social 
Reform Society, featured Bader 
A1 Shamroukh from Kuwait's 
Teachers Society as the guest 
speaker. He said that although 
the society had been instrumen- 
tal in improving some areas of 
the teaching profession for tea- 
chers. it had been unable to 
establish a really serious stand to 
protect the rights of teachers. AJ 


Shamroukh added that a study 
had been submitted to HH the 
Amir and Crown Prince suggest- 
ing that legislation be passed 
protecting teachers' rights. 

Abdullah A1 Ateeqi, a member 
of the Social Reform Society, 
speaking at the seminar, 
explained that the society he 
presented had been established 
in' 1 963 to fight social corruption 
and to guide Muslims in follow- 
ing Islamic principles. 


Camel accidents plague 
Saudi motorways 


RIYADH. Feb 21. (Reuter): 
Saudi Arabia's modern new 
highway system is on a collision 
course with the past. 

Drivers zooming down the 
spanking-new motorways con- 
stantly hit wandering camels, 
almost always causing death to 
the animal and frequently death 
or injury looccupantsof the vehi- 
cle. 

• For thousands of years the 
camel, the thirstless "ship of the 
desert", was the main means of 
transport in this barren and all- 
but-roadless land, the size of 
Western Europe. 

But now. as the result ofacrash 
programme, roads crisscross the 
kingdom and most of the camels 
have been replaced by cars and 
trucks, although some half- 
million remain in the coun- 
tryside. 

Saudi motorists have to watch 
out for animals wandering onto 
the highways, especially at night, 
because domestic animals in 
Saudi Arabia are rarely confined 
by fences. 

Ina land where speed limits are 
rarely enforced, camel accidents 
are usually serious. 

Fences 

When a speeding car slams 
into one of the heavy, tall 
animals, the beast usually cra- 
shes through the windscreen 
onto the driver and any front- 
seat passenger. 

The Saudis have tried to limit 
the danger by putting up anti- 
camel fences along the danger 
zones on some highways, but any 


animal penetrating them must 
wander dangerously along the 
road looking for a way back into 
the desert. 

The animals shied away from 
camel tunnels under roads so 
now the government is building 
bridges over them, paved with ' 
desert sand and with high w^Usio 


world, in addition to 6 1 ,500 kms 
of gravel roads. 

The road builders faced 
immense engineering problem — 
searing temperatures, soft sand, 
shifting dunes, mudflats and jag- 
ged mountains. 

.. For remote villages in 'the 
. .mouhtauis.^of the country '&< 


block. out thesight frighxehtnglo Southwest, rpad^sii.cwithe travel . 


a camel, of cars zooming by 
below. 

Reflectors 

Another idea is fitting the 
animals with light reflectors so 
that the danger, at least at night, 
would be reduced. 

Apart from the continuing 
camel problem, the Saudi road- 
building programme has been a 
success, both technically and 
socially. 

Engineering feats have been 
accomplished despite some of the 
world's toughest topography 
and people are no longer stuck in 
their villages or towns. 

Connected 

“Thirty years ago Saudi 
Arabia had 239 kilometres of 
paved road,” said Nasser A1 
Sailoum. Deputy Communica- 
tions Minister. 

“If you wanted to travel from 
Riyadh to Jeddah you would 
probably have used horses or 
donkeys, or sometimes camels, 
although these were very slow.” 
he added. 

Now. three decades and 
billions of petrodollars later, the 
kingdom's cities are connected 
by 33.000 kms of some of the 
finest paved highways in the 


time into towns from days to 
hours. 

One of these roads is the 365 
million, riyal (S10Q million) 63- 
km Shaar Descent which crosses 
32 bridges and passes through 1 1 
tunnels as it snakes down the 
cliff-sides of the Hijaz mountain 
range. 

The road drops 720 metres in 
one I4-kra stretch. 

Maintenance 

With experience — and better 
roads — the Saudis are becoming 
better drivers. 

Twenty years ago the number 
of traffic fatalities each year was 
six in every 1,000 vehicles, accor- 
ding to the ministry of commun- 
ication. 

The number is now one per 
1.000 vehicles. 

After building their road sys- 
tem, the Saudis are faced with 
^maintaining it A Greek com- 
pany is now preparing a master 
maintenance plan. 

And Iasi year the government 
began enforcing the 40- tonne 
load limit with a series of weigh 
stations put up across the coun- 
ty- 

Before, trucks with 120-tonne 
loads were not uncommon. 




THE Governor of Ahmadi 
Sheikh Ali Sabah A1 Salem A1 
Sabah visited the office of 
Kuwait Oil Company in the 
Wafra area to inspect the opera- 
tions there. 

Sheikh Ali was received by a 


number of KOC senior officials 
and shown a number of oil sites in 
the area. He expressed his 
appreciation to KOC employees 
for their efforts and wished them 
prosperity under the leadership 
Of HH the Amir and HK the 


Crown Prince and Prime Mini- 
ster. 

Sheikh Ali is pictured (above) 
at the KOC office (second right) 
with senior officials and below 
(centre) with officials and 
employees of KOC. 


Drop in number of divorces 


(Continued from Page 1) 

women because they are- 
educated and independent and 
can live without being a burden 
to their parents. The current 
altitude is more tolerant because 
divorced women are accepted by 
society as active and productive 
members." 

A1 Yaseen added: “Most 
divorces occurred among newly 
married young couples, but there 
were many cases of those who 
failed to preserve a happy family 
life after many years of 
marriage.” 

Awareness 

He said that more awareness 
campaigns through the media by 
the government sectors and the 
-Sociology Union were being 
made to encourage married peo- 
ple to solve their problems 
together in order to avoid 
divorce. 

He was in favour of marriage 
among mature people capable of 
marrying without family help. 
But marriages had to receive 
. family approval because of Arab 
traditions. 

He said that legally it was 
always the man who had to start 
the divorce proceedings even if it 
was at the wife's request 

The Editor-in-Chief of A1 
Arabi magazine, Dr Mohammed 
A1 Rumaihi. said views on divor- 
ced women had changed due to 
the development of Kuwaiti 
society. 

Income 

He said that divorced women 
could now live on their own if 
they were financially indepen- 
dent 

He said there was a vast 
improvement over the situation 
that existed 40 years ago when 
women were forced to accept any 
situation and to agree to the 
demands of their husbands. 

He stressed that an indepen- 
dent income was very important 



Dr Rumaihi 

for divorced women. 

Rumaihi was in favour of 
marriage among those who had 
completed high school or 
graduated from the university, 
believing they would be able to 
cope with the responsibilities of 
marriage. 

Young married people could 
seek help from their families to 
avoid divorce, he said. 

The government is . helping 
divorced women by passing laws 
to protect them and by providing 
them with houses and a monthly 
income to ensure a stable life for 
them. 

He said there was no marriage 
counselling service in Kuwait 
because marriages were mostly 
arranged by families. Some girls, 
however, had a say in choosing 
their husbands. 

Aziza A1 Bassam, a sociologist 
and the chief librarian of Dasma 
Public Library, said that the 
number of divorces had 
decreased in 1987 because there 

26 accidents 

THE RE were 26 traffic aedden ts 
in Kuwait on Saturday: ten in 
Ahmadi. eight in Jahra, six in the 
Capital and two in HawallL 
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Want to learn about Computers? 

Join KCSC Courses 

• Data Entry • Operations 
• Programming • Systems Analysis 
• MS-DOS • dBase III • Lotus 123 
• Word Processing • Computer Science 
• Advanced CS 


COURSES COMMENCE ON ZN2/88 


SALMIA 

Salem Mubarak St. 
5726663 '5726669 


FAHAHEEL 

Mecca St. 

3921175 3921195 
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SANDRA THEREZA D'SOUZA 
(Expired 22-1-88) 

"Gone from oar midst bat not oar hearts” 

There will be a Requiem Mass for the seal of SAND RA.O& 
Tuesday, tbe 23fd February. 1988. at 6.00 jul at tbe Holy Family 
Cathedral. Offered by her s orro w fu l family. 

Relatives and friends kindly accept this as the otdy intonation. 


REQUIRED 

A leading establishment requires: 

1) Vehicles blacksmith 

2) Vehicles painter 

3) Vehicles airconditioning 
mechanic 

4) Heavy and construction 
machines electrician 

Call tel. 4744522, Michael Shuhaiber 


An experienced electrical 
appliances 

mechanic 

with 5 years experience 
and transferable residence. 

Pft contact Mr. Muhammad 
T0L 3903137 J 


WANTED 

1) Hairdresser 

2) Manicurist 

3) Pedicurist 

with transferable 
residence 

Td. 265*6)2, from 
4 to 8 pm. 


Aziza Al Bassam • «•- 

had been fewer marriages dtirujg 
the last two years. 

She said that many "divorces 
occurred among newly-married 
young people who were not 
mature enough to face the res- 
ponsibilities of married life. 

Pressure ■ 

The percentage of divorced 
women was higher among 
university students and civu 
servants, she said, adding that 
divorce was also the result of 
family pressure and other social 
reasons. 

She said that society was still 
conservative towards divorced 
women. On the. other hand, 
divorced men could easily marry 
again. 

She advised young people to 
be patient and to think carefully 
before getting married. 

She said that about two to 
three per cent of girls in Kuwait 
had a say in choosing their hus- 
band. but most had family arran- 
ged marriages. 

Duaij meets 
Austrian envoy 

AUSTRIAN Charge d'Aflaires 
met yesterday with Director- 
General of Public Authority for 
Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Sheikh Ibrahim Duaij AJ Sabah. 

The Austrian official delivered 
a message to Sheikh Ibrahim 
from Austrian Agriculture and 
Forestry Minister on bilateral 
cooperation in the agricultural 
field. 

The message also stipulated 
Austria's desire to receive 
Kuwaiti agriculture experts at 
Austrian Federal Committee. 


For clients. Fruit 
trees, shrubs, and 
climber ground 
covering any 
quantity available. 

.. Rowland Z Zanr Kunj 
o Rood PdA Banda 
O Bombay-400050 
B Tafc 640Q55T (Mubesil) 
© 6409156 

O C/o Tatar 72296 (Boren) 


PAEDIATRICIANS 

SENIORS & JUNIORS 
needed for 

ALSALAM HOSPITAL 

P.O.Box 11023 Dasma 
35151 Kuwait 

Apply m writing with credentials 


Affluent families 
raising dowries 


A FORMER member of 
Kuwait's Municipal Council 
Marzouq Al Tamxnar said that 
because of the affluence of many 
Kuwaitis, families compete in 
raising the value of thedowries of 
their daughters, which is con- 
trary to the teachings of Islam 
and sharia regarding the purpose 
of marriage. 

Al Tamxnar said that the high 
dowries created problems for 
young men who were unable io 
pay the required dowry so would 
either remain single hoping until 
they had enough money or go 
into debt by borrowing the 
money. 

He said that there was also a 
problem in the amount of the 


monetary gifts given by relatives 
to the newlyweds, particularly if 
more than - one wedding recep- 
tion took place in a month. 

AlTaramarsaid he had invited 
leaders of the Al Awiizem tribe to 
meet in Wafra to discuss a solu- 
tion to these problems. 

• Senior members of the Otaiba 
tribe have recommended that 
KD5000 be established as the 
maximum amount which can be 
paid for a dowry and that mon- 
etary gifts may not exceed K.D20. 
They also recommended thal 
camels and sheep not be given as 
wedding presents. A committee 
will meet on March 1 to make a 
decision on these recommenda- 
tions. 


Memorial ceremony for 
Palestinians killed in uprising 


A MEMORIAL ceremony was 
held on Saturday in honour of 
the Palestinians lulled during the 
uprising m the occupied terri- 
tories. 

The ceremony, organised by 
the PLO office and members of 
the Fateh Movement, in Kuwait, 
included speeches by represen- 
tatives of the Martyrs Families 
Society of the PLO and members 
of some of the martyrs' families. 

Concept 

Hilmi Sabbouda. a brother of 
one of those killed in the upris- 
ing, said that the uprising, which 
began on Dec 8. 1987, was an 
actual revolution against Zion- 
ism and that Palestinians living 
in occupied Palestine would con- 
tinue their fight for victory for 
the sake of their religion, the holy 
places and tbe martyrs. 

SaJeem A! Zaanoun, the. 
Deputy Chairman of the Pales- 
tinian National Council and 


Security court 
to hold open 


rifi i 


THE State Security Court today 
holds an open session to try 
Ismael Sayed Hassan Sayed 
Akbar, of Kuwaiti nationality, 
for distributing leaflets calling 
for the overthrow of the system 
of government in Kuwait 
The court started hearings in 
the case on Februaxy 6, during 
which the defendant was charged 
■byuhe security prpflecutor of 


andthrough illegitimate ways. 

The defendant was also 
accused of distributing leaflets 
which slander the Amir's person- 
ality and abusing the state 
political system. 

The court will convene under 
chancellor Mohammed Abdul 
Hai Al Bannai, who is the head of 
the court 


Additional 
boat trips 
toFailaka 

DIRECTOR Genera] of the 
Public Transportation Com- 
pany, announced yesterday that 
the company has derided to run 
16 additional daily trips on its 
boats to Failaka island. 

On the occasion of celebrating 
the 27th National Day of Kuwait 
and at the request of the cus- 
tomers, “we decided to run these 
additional trips," Al Haroon 
told Kuna. 

The number of trips from and 
to Failaka island mil total 42 
starting from the coming Wed-, 
nesday until late Friday night, he 
added. 


representative of the Fateh 
Movement in Kuwait and the 
Arab Gulf region, said that the 
uprising introduced a new con- 
cept of confrontation between 
Palestinians and -Zionists. He 
said that now we have seen 
Europeans organise demonstra- 
tions to express, solidarity with 
Palestinians as. a result of the 
revolution ofstoncs. Al Zaanou n 
criticised Arabs for remaining 
silent and impassive towards the 
uprising. 

Abdul Razzak Al Tamimi. a 
representative of the Martyrs 
Families Society, said the Pales- 
tinians in occupied Palestine had 
sacrificed their lives to liberate 
their holy lands and to defend 
their religion. He also praised the 
three Palestinian leaders killed in 
Cyprus last week, saying they 
had taught Israel a good lesson 
by their heroic military opera- 
tions. ^ . 


Kuwait relief aid 
to Lebanon to be 
distributed on 
Wednesday 

DAMASCUS, Feb 21, (Kuna): 
Nearly $10 million; worth of 
Kuwaiti' relief aid to Lebanon 
will be distributed,- beginning 
Wednesday, to schools and hos- 
pitals upon the arrival of the 
fourth and final consignment to 
the eastern Lebanese area of 
Bekka that day. 

Representative of ,HH the 
Crown Prince and Premier, of 
Kuwait Faisal Mubwak=?U 
Sabah, whosupervistt^this'axd!, 
and Kuwaiti Ambassador to 
Lebanon Abdel Aziz Al Jassem 
yesterday met with officials of 
“Al Hareeri Foundation” and 
the UN Children Emergency 
Fund (Unicef) at Bekaa area. 

The conferees discussed the 
importance of a speedy distribu- 
tion of this aid, which includes 
clothing, foodstuffs and other 
necessities, to the Lebanese peo- 
ple. 

The third batch comprising 73 
trucks of the aid, which arrived 
Bekaa yesterday accompanied 
by Syrian security officials, was 
unloaded at special; warehouses 
under the supervision of Sheikh 
Mubarak and Ambassador A! 
Jassem. 

The arrival of the third con voy 
brings the total of Kuwaiti aid to 
173 trucks and 30 buses. 


Kuwaiti envoy 

ANKARA, Feb 2 1 , (Kuna): The 
newly appointed . Kuwaiti 
Ambassador to Turkey Faisal 
Abdel Wahhab Al Refa'i presen 


( -.« ■iT«i i ■ H-i - 1--« ITT! piriH r 


Turkish Foreign Minister A. 
Mesut Yilmaz late last week. 




• Hotel Meridien held a party 
far (he public on the occasion of 
Ha seventh anniversary on Feb 
17. A giant cake was on display 
In the lobby. It consisted of 900 
egga, 250 kilos of sugar, 80 Idles 
of cream, 50 kilos of chocolate, 
ten kilos of marzipan and 2S0 
kilos of flour. The eight layer 
cake took the hotel’s team of 
Chefs about 500 hours to 
prepare. The executive man- 
ager of Salhla Real Estate Com- 
pany, owners of the. Meridlen 
Hotel, Ahmed Boodai, cut the 
cake and slices were then dis- 
tributed among the hundreds of 
well-wishers who had gathered 

m the lobby for 
SLf^*w. hOW * (from lBft to 

right). Meridlen general man- 
Mattmuller, 
Ahmad Boodai, and public reiah 
“® n * manager Yousef Al 
jjfoatee. Bottom picture shows 
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Trilogy on marriage starts row 1 1 television pbqqr ammes i i {radio programmes 


By Deepa Gall tot 

BASU Bhattacharya’a Pan- 
chvati, shown as part of the 
In dianPanorama last year, arid 
at special screenings for critics, 
has had as many detractors as it 
had admirers. Part of Basu’s 
'marital' trilogy, Panchvatiis 
the story of an artist Sadhvi, 
who when trapped in a bad 
marriage opts out of it, choos- 
ing to go hack to her roots and 
her art, and to bear her lover's 
twin sons. That the lover hap- 
pens to be her husband's eider 
brother, with whom Sadhvi 
shares a fleeting but fulfilling 
relationship, adds to the com- 
plexity of tfiecharacter. Almost 
everybody who has seen the 
film agrees on one point, that 
Sadhvi is one of the most 
interesting women to be seen in 
'Indian cinema in a long time. A 
woman different from the now 
common feminist stereotype, 
and definitely poles apart from 
the normal Hindi film show- 
piece. She is a rare woman, a 
woman with a mind ofher own. 

Deepti Naval, who played 
Sadhvi, considers it to be an 
extension oft he role she played 
in Ek Baar Phir. or rather a 
progression. In an incisive first 
person piece she talks of one of 
her favourite women — Sad- 
hvi. 

“1 was given a book by 
Kusum Ansal to read, Be Aur 
Panchvati. The writer had seen 
Ek Baar Phir and bad me in 
mind for the role of Sadhvi. I 
liked the book instantly, I 
believed in the character, so it 
started off on a positive note. 
Sometimes you do a film and 
come to terms with the charac- 
ter later. Here the identification 



Deepti Naval plays Sadhvi 

was instinctive and instant. 

“In terms of posterity, as far 
as the position of women m 
Hindi films is concerned, it is a 
definite growth. I will have to 
keep referring to Kalpana of Ek 
Baar Phir because, as an 
actress, Sadhvi is an extension 
of Kalpana. The difference is 
that Kalpana was struggling to 
know her real self, Sadhavi 
knows herself, there is no con- 
flict in her min d. 

Questions 

“The way 1 look at Sadhvi, 
the way f understand her better, 
is by the questions she asks. She 
asks her husband why their 
physical relationship is called 
'sleeping together.’ People 


A tribute to Kuwait’s past 


‘ ■ -r f :' it -hi v '.'1 







THIRTY black and white 
photographs depicting life m 
Kuwait before independence 
•will be featured in an unique 
exhibition at the Kuwait Hilton 
Reception Lobby from 23rd to 
29th February, 1988, to com- 
memorate the 27th National 
Day celebrations in Kuwait. 

The exhibition, jointly hos- 
ted by Kuwait Hilton and Bou- 
shari Colour Film Co., will 
feature photographs dating 
backward? in chronological 
order from 1961, when Kuwait 


WHAT’S ON 


ARTS 

Dahiyat Abdullah 
A1 Salem Gallery 

A painting exhibition is open 
from 9 am to 12 noon and 4 to 8 
pm at the Dahiyat Abdullah A1 
Salem gallery, until Feb 24. 
Sultan Gallery 
“Kuwait: Studies in Water- 
colour" is the theme of an 
exhibition of paintings by 
American artist Kathleen Staf- 
ford at the Sultan Gallery, 9 am 
to 1 pm and 5 to 8 pm (except 
Friday), until Feb 29. The 
gallery is located near the Rolls 
Royce showroom. Al Soor St. 

CINEMA 7 

Czech Cinema 

“Introducing Czechoslovak 

Cinema” will be held till Feb 24. 
A selection of animated and 
feature' films will be shown. 
They are: 

. Feb 22: The King and the 
Goblin (animated); and Hurry,- 
He’s Coming. 

Feb 23: Mr Pip's trip 
(animated); Watch Out, the 
Rounds. 

Feb 24: Janko: The Pea in the 
Gym; Cuckoo in the Dark 
Forest. 

All films will be shown al 

7.30 pm at the Kuwait Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry 
auditorium. Children not all- 
owed inside the auditorium. 
The festival has been organised 
by the Kuwait Cine Club. 

THEATRE 

Kuwait Players 

“Do Not Disturb" an adult 
comedy written by Michael 
Pertwee will be performed at 8 
nm nn FnH 71. 74 and 25 at 


Pertwee will be performed at 8 
pm on Feb 22, 23, 24 and 25 at 
the Universal American 
School. For reservations ring 
5613465; 5745838; 5618244. 
Tickets will also be available at 
Lhedoor. ' 


gained independence. Some 
photographs date back to as 
early as the 1920’s! 

“The exhibition pays tribute 
to the^ State of Kuwait", says 
Joseph Daccache. Public Rela- 
tions Manager of Kuwait Hil- 
ton. “Not only to her present 
but also to her past — her roots 
. . . from which her present has 
arisen and her future will 
unfold." 

The exhibition will be 
officially opened on 23rd 
February at 4.30 pm. 


SOCIAL 

Kuwait Natural 
History Group 

The next meeting will be held 
on Tuesday, Feb. 25 at 7.30 
open at the Gulf English 
School, Salwa. An illustrated 
talk on Peru will be given by 
Ms. Kathleen Scanlon. 
Photography Contest 

All members of Kapilku, the 
Filipino organisation in 
Kuwait, are invited to take part 
in a photography contest on 
“Portrait of Filipinos in 
Kuwait. All entries must be 
(minimum) 20x25 ems or (max - 
mown ) 5 Ox 40 cms. Prints can 
be in black and white or colour. 
Eacb contestant is allowed to 
submit a maximum of three 
entries. All entries must be 
titled or captionedand moun- 
ted on a white illustration 
board. The last date for submit- 
ting entries is March I. They 
can be submitted at the Philip- 
pine Embassy and all the 
Filipino restaurants in Kuwait. 
Winners will receive valuable 
prizes, including 20 consola- 
tion prizes. 

Bangladesh Association 

The Bangladesh Associa- 
tion, Kuwait, will hold a func- 
tion on Feb 26, to mark the 
Shaheed (Martyr’s) Day. The 
function will be held at 6.00 pm 
at the Bangladesh Embassy 
premises in Jabriya. The 
association will also bid far- 
ewell to Mr. S. A- L. M. Mus- 
taqira, the Counsellor at the 
Bangladesh embassy, at the 
same time. All Bangladeshis are 
invited. 

Kumustahan '88 

The next Filipino get 
together (Kumustahan) will be 
held on Friday, Feb 26 at the 
church hall, 4 pm to 8 pm. All 
Filipinos are welcome. Admis- 
sion free and snacks will be 
served. 

Kuwait Welsh Society 

Annual St. David's Day din- 
neralMessilah Beach Hotel on 
Tuesday, March I. For tickets 
and further details phone 
4874548; 3910875:3912384. 




always sleep alone. In your 
waking hours what you share is 
more important: ‘Sambandh to 
saathjagne se hi sambhav hai.’ 
She wants to know why there 
are no ‘suhaag ke chinh* on a 
' man's body, hi her questions 
there is a search, not a trauma 
or a conflict. 

“She is not a feminist, not 
one of those flag waving kinds. 
She's not struggling to find her- 
self. -She has a quiet inherent 
strength and wisdom. She 
wants to be true to herself. She 
tries to take her marriage 
beyond the physical level, when 
she finds that she can't get 
across to her husband, she 
gracefully leaves. There is none 
of the desperation that you find 
in other film women. 

“Another point, I also feel 
that just as 'Mrs' tag doesn't 
mean anything, that cushioned 
feeling of security is not 
enough. The relationship mat- 
. ters more, 1 think I would per- 
| sonally react i n Ibe saxneway i f I 
were married to someone like 


Czech film 

festival 

opens 

‘ KUWAIT, Feb 21, (Kuna): A 
fiv e-d ay -f e stiv al— of — G ao- 

chosiovak fitan&begaabcredasi 

..night for-, the first; time- .in 
•‘Kuwait Jliid lie Arabian Gulf 
region. 

The Czechoslovak Ambas- 
sador to Kuwait Tomas 
Strakos said at the inaugura- 
tion of the festival, that the 
screening of films in Kuwait 
has come within the framework 
of the cultural agreement con- 
cluded between Kuwait and 
Czechoslovakia. 

The ambassador expressed 
thanks to the Ministry oflnfor- • 
mation and to Kuwait Cine 
Club for the help they con- 
tributed to ensure the success of 
the festival. 


Kapilku 

Kapilku invites all Filipinos 
to register now as members of 
the Filipino Association in 
Kuwait. Further information 
available from Jojo Arcangel, 
tel: 4877793. 

Ladles Tea Party 

The International Ladies 
Tea Party will hold a fancy 
dress competition at their next 
meeting on March 2 at the 
Kuwait Plaza Hotel. A karate 
expert will demonstrate self- 
defence techniques. For par- 
ticipating contact 5317390; 
5386297. 

Kuwait Irish Society 

•• St. Patrick's Day celebration 
on March 17-at the’ Holiday Inn 
Hotel. If interested contact — 
562 1 701/5622701 , 8 am to 2 pm 
or 5624 1 75 after 2 pm. 

British Council 

'Studying in Britain' an 
Open Evening on Engineering 
will be held in the Education 
Office at the British Council On 
Monday -and Tuesday 22nd 
and 23 rd of February from 5:00 
to 8:00 pjm. • 

ACT . 

ACT presents “an evening of 
absurdity" from March 7 to 10 
at 8 pm at the Mousetrap 
Theatre, New English School. 
The evening consists of two 
absurdly comic one-act plays, 
“The Bold Soprano” by 
Eugene Ionesco and “The 
American Dream” by Edward 
• Albee. We are offering a special 
discount on all opening-night 
tickets. For reservations call 
5639204, 5620332 or 5725071. 

HOTELS ~ 

At the Ramada Al Salam 

El Merssa open from Sunday to 
Friday, 7pm to 1 1 -30pm. At El 
Bendar daily lunch, chefs 
special with a choice of contin- 
ental. Arabic and Indian main 
courses, appetiser and dessert 
buffet and a carvery roast al 
dinner lime. 

At the Continental 
Gardenia offers food and 
beverage service on theTerrace. 
Daily dinner buffet and on 


Yatin. Also, 1 would find Vik- 
ram just the kind of man worth 
breaking a marriage for. J 

“Sadhvi wants to give birth 
toanillegitimate child. To hera 
few moments of truth and bliss 
with' Vikram are important 
than the sanctity of marriage. 
People misunderstand this kind 
of thinking. She wants to live 
life in depth, make it more 
meaningful. She tries to ‘make a 
go of the marriage. It's not she 
who quarrels. Site tries to share 
her husband's life and draw 
him into her own. But she can- 
not stand the hypocrisy of his 
business meetings, his bribing 
people to get things done. He in 
turn blocks her out from his 
life, saying she’s middle class 
and should slay there: “Paint- 
ing ke frame mein hi atld raho.' ’ 
While, she wants to be a wife in 
the true sense of the term. Not 
just a bedraate, which is what 
Yatinwantshertobe. She says. 
"Kisko Jagah chahiye sirf bis- 
tar par?” That is the crux of the 
film. 

“There is an innocence about 
Sadhvi, the serenity of a woman 
at peace with herself. She never 
shouts for equality. One point I 
learnt from Sadhvi is how to 
conduct myself without mak- 
ing a scene, or getting scattered. 

“But Sadhvi is bound to be 
misunderstood, she will be con- 
troversial.” 


AlAndalus 

Jhe Highest Honour 

AlSalmiya 

The Living Daylights 

AlHamra 
Hanna K. 

Drive-In 
Arabic film 

AlFirdons 
Shahenshah (Hindi) 

Starring: Amitabh Bach chan, 
Meenakshi Seshadhiri 

Fahaheel Open-Air 
Maang Bharo Sajna 

Al Fahaheel 
Jalakam 

AlJahra 
Hand Gun 

Granada 

Hot Shot i 

Snlaibikhat 

■ CaHoca Tiger WM ’\ < 

'-.-.c-iru:-; - 

AIM . 

ShakuShahtr 

Ahmadi Drive-In 
The Brothers Karamazov 
Starring: Adel Imam, Athar 
A1 Hakim 


PRAYERS 


Fajr 

Zuhr 

Asr 

Maghreb 

Isha 




5.02 am 
12.02 
3.16 pm 
542 
<L59 


Fridays, lunch buffet With char- 
coal grilled specialities. Darbar 
features daily lunch buffet and 
a la carte for dinner. 

SPORTS 

Raft Race 

Raft Race 1988 entry forms 
and rules are now available 
from theMessilah Beach Hotel. 
First captain's meeting at 
MBH, Al Foz Suite, on March 
1, 6.30 pm. For further details 
contact the hotel, ext. 712/751/ 
705. 

Ladies Sports Club 

Application forms arc availa- 
ble from the Ras Al Ardh Sea 
Club for the proposed Ladies 
Sports club. The club is open 
from 9am to 12 noon and 5 to 7 
pm. Tel: 5740670. 

Soccer Team 

A group ofyoung Italians are 
organising a European soccer 
team. If you interested please 
contact Carlo on Tel: 2445120/ 
1/2/3/4. 

Varca Sporting Centre 
The fifth serven-a-side foot- 
ball tournament organised by 
the Varca Sporting Centre wiJJ 
take place on Feb 25 at the Al 
Soor grounds. Matches will 
begin al 7 am. For entry forms 
and details contact Thomas 
Fernandes, Tel 4835488 ext 
204. 

Filipino Mini Olympics 

Kapilku invites all interested 
Filipinos to form their teams 
for 1988 mini-Olympics 
(Palaro ’88) and submit entries 
to Bong Melencio tel: 4877793. 
There will be a meeling.of all 
sports coordinators,' team 
managers and participants at 
the Philippine Embassy on 
Friday Feb26 at 2pm to discuss 
the rules. 

• All entries forth© What's On 
column can be sent by telex 
(22332) to Events Section or 
hand delivered daily, except 
Thursday, from 12 noon to 4 
pm, etthe Arab Times Office In 
Shuwalkh. Photographs wHI 
also be considered for 
publication. Phoned-ln 
entries will not be accepted. 


2.15 Holy Quran 

2.30 World Today via 
Satellite 

3.30 AbtalAlMiflaeb-car- 
toon serial 

4.00 News summary 

4.05 Magazine D'Actualite 

4.20 National varieties 

5.30 Mama Anisa Wal 
Siqar 

6.00 Programme about 
Kuwait 

7.00 News summary 

7.05 Week End programme 

7.15 Our children and the 
future presented by Dr 
Ahmed Abdulla 

9.00 News in Arabic 

9.50 Special programme on 
National Day 

10.45 Dar'rat Al Ahdath 

11.45 News summary 

II. 50 World News via 
Satellite 

12.30 Holy Quran/Closed- 


KTV2 


6.00 Holy Quran 

6.10 Yogis Treasure Hunt: 
cartoons 

6.30 The Animal Express 

7.00 Roving Report: 
weekly, roundup of 
world news, presented 
by KTV 

7.30 Don't Wait Up 

8.00 News in English 

8.40 The Law and Harry 
MacGraw: “Beware” 


MIGHT CHEMIST 

Kuwait 

Ai MajaJ Pharmacy 
Abdullah Al Mubarak Street 
Al Amar Pharmacy 
Mubarak Al Kabir Su 
Hmifi and Nugra 
Al Hana Pharmacy 
Beirut. St. 



English 


KTYl will show a special 
National Day programme at 

9.50 pm. 

ofldes of May” 

9.30 Horizon: BBC 

documentary 

10.30 Mini-Series: “A Year 
in the Life” Sam's wife 
meets her father-in- 
law for the first time 
and manages to over- 
come her feelings of 
bong perplexed. 

11.30 News Summary/Mag- 
azine D'Aciualite/Cl- 
osedown 

Please note that prog- 
rammes and timings are 
Hable to change without 
notice. 


Salmiya and Rumahhiya 
AlQuds Pharmacy 
Amman St. 

Fahaheel and Alunadi 
Abu Halifa Pharmacy 
Coast Road, Fheel 


MORNING 

08.00 Opening 

08.02 Songs and Music 
08,05 Science Journal 
08£0 Songs. and Music 

08.30 News 

08.40 Songs and Music 
0B 45 Daily Programme 

09.00 Songs and Musk 

09.15 W rilerc and Their Works 

09.30 Radio Magazine Supplement 

10.00 Our Press Today 
>0.05 Songs and Musk 

10 30 Songs and Music 

11 00 Closedown 

12 JO News on the FM Service 
EVENING 

21.00 Opening 

21.02 Bits and Biles 

21.30 New* 

21.45 Point or View 
21.55 Songs and Musk 

22.00 Futs about Zionism 

22.15 Magazine Special 

22.45 Daily Programme 

23.00 Pctl Met! 

24.00 Closedown 

I FM Services ” 


08.00- 08.30 Easv Listening 

08.30- 08.40 Nc»* 

08.40- 10.00 Easy Listening 

1 0.00- 1 3.00 Songsund Musk 
13 00-13.30 Ea» Listening 

13.30- 1340 News 

13.40- 14.00 Easy Listening 

14.00- 16.00 Classical Musk 

14.00- 17.00 Easy Listening 
17 00-18.00 Latin American 

1 8.00- 19 .00 Pop-- 

19.00- 20.00 Heller Skelter 

20.00- 21 JO Pons 

21.30- 21.45 News 
21 45-22.00 Pons 

22.00- 23.00 Isa 

23 00-24.00 Easy Listening 

24.00- 02001 mmimcnial Listening 


Khflifan 

Al Wahda Pharmacy 

Jahra 

Al Zahra Pharmacy 


BBC World 
Services 


0000 World News 
09 News about Britain 
15 Radio Newsreel 
30 Religious Service 
0100 New* Seminary followed by 
1st The Wound Dresser; 8th 
Sri Lankan Phone-In; from 
!5lh Feature /Drama 
45 First Recordings or British 
Symphonies (ex 22nd and 
29th Virtuoso) 

0000 World New* 

09 Commentary 


30 Science in Action 
0300 World News 
09 News about Britain 
15 Good Books 
30 Anything Goes 
0400 Newadesk 

30 Augustus Carp Esq By Him- 
self let 1st and 8th Five 
Will bra Stones) 

45 Reflections 
SO Wave guide 
0500 World Nora 
09 Twenty-Four Hours: News 
Summar y 

30 Nature Notebook 
45 Recording of ihc Week 
0600 Ncwsdok 

30 Australia 200 yean on (ex 
ISlh Chemistry of Sex 
Appeal; 22nd You’re Never 
Alone; 29th On the Border) 
0700 World News 
09 Twenty-Four Horn: News 
Summary 

30 1st Not in Our Stars; 8th 
Faustus. Desire and the Devil; 
ISih The Insurance Game; 
22nd Mind and Music; 29th 
Airports — The Dangerous 
Side of Flying. 

0800 World News 
09 Reflections 

IS August Carp Esq By Himsdf 
lex 1st Five Williams Slones 
and 8ih Sri Lankan Phone-In) 
30 Any thine Goes (ex8th) 

0900 World News 
'09 British Press Review 
15 Good Books 

30 Financial News followed by 
Sports Roundup 
45 Peebles’ Choke 
1000 New* Summary followed by 
Australia 200 Yean on lex 
15th Chemistry of Sex 
Appeal: 22nd You're Never 
Alone: 29th On Ihc Border) 

30 The Vintage Chan Show 
1100 World New* 

09 News about Britain 
15 Health Matters 
30 Album Time 
1200 Radio Newsreel 
15 Just A Minute 
45 Spam Roundup 
1300 W orld News 
09 Twenty-Four Hours: News 
Summary 
30 Anything Goes 
1400 OnthmluopeningwiihSMifl- 
uie News 

45 I’ve Been Together Now for 
70 Years (ex 29 ih Cannery 
Row) 

1500 Radio Newsreel 
15 A Jollv Good Show 
1600 World New* 

09 Commentary 
IS Omnibus 
45 The World Today 
1700 World New* 

09 A Letter from Scotland 
15 Citizens 
45 Sports Roundup 
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Thought for today 


AN Invasion of armies can be resisted, but not an Idea 
whose time has come — Victor Hugo, French writer 
(1802-1885). 


US forces in Gulf 
have enough fire-power 

Z Z~. I 7~~. Iowa — the ability to bomhari 


Minority poised to play more influential role 


Arabs in Israel showing their power 


> By Stephen Jukes 

BAHRAIN, (Reuter): The bat- 
tleship Iowa, symbol of 
America's ability to strike deep 
into Iran, is heading home from 
the Gulf region but military 
analysts say the US Navy still has 
ample fire-power to punish any 
attack by Tehran. 

The decision to pull out the 
World War II battleship and two 
escorts, announced by the Pen- 
tagon on Tuesday, is the first 
major reduction in US warships 
in the region since last year's 
build-up and sets the tone for a 
lower profile. 

“The time for gunboal 
diplomacy and grandiose 
political gestures has gone," said 
a senior Western naval officer in 
the Gulf. “The job can be done 
efficiently with fewer ships." 

One western diplomat said: 
“Washington has eventually 
admitted to itself it went over the 
top with the Iowa." 

The withdrawal will leave 
about 25 warships in the region 
to escort US-flagged oil tankers 
from Iranian attack. 

The operation has settled into 
a well-established pattern after 
initial embarrassment last July 
when the tanker Bridgeton ran 
into an Iranian mine on its first 
voyage under the Stars and 
Stripes. 

Attack 

Military analysts said Iran had 
made no overt attempt to attack 
US convoys, allowing Washing- 
ton to cool the political tem- 
perature and cuL costs by bring- 
ing home the Iowa. 

Indeed, US Navy officers have 
indicated they see Iraqi jets in 
search of Iranian oil tankers as 
an equally serious threat because 
they fire missiles at radar Mips 
without clear identification. 

US military officials are due in 
Baghdad this week for new talks - 
on ways to prevent accidental;, 
strikes on American' warships^ 
and a repeat of the Exocetaftack 
on the USS Stark last May which 
killed 37 sailors. 

The decision to withdraw the 
Iowa had been under discussion 
since early in the year, with news 
leaking out during Defence < 
Secretary Frank Carlucri’s Gulf 
tour in January. 

Don Kerr, analyst at the Inter- 
national Institute for Strategic 
Studies' in London, said: “What 
Washington did in the first ins- 
tance was to leave as many 
options open as possible. 

“In the early months it racked 
up an impressive range of 
weaponry from frogmen with 
knives to cruise missiles." 

But Kerr said Washington had 
decided it could now cut two of 
those options provided by the 


Iowa — the ability to bombard 
the Iranian shore with 16-inch 
■ (40 cm) guns and to fire Tomah- 
awk cruise missiles deep into the 
mainland. 

The Iowa is armed with 32 of 
the long-range anti-ship and 
land-attack missiles. Although 
that concentrated power cannot 
be matched by other US war- 
ships, some are thought to be 
armed with batteries of four 
cruise missiles, analysts said. 

In addition, the US task force 
still has its high-powered carrier 
group in the Arabian Sea. 

“The carrier group outside the 
Gulf packs the real punch with 
total air superiority," said the 
Western naval officer. ‘Tac- 
tically there is no reduction in 
overall strength." 

The assault ship Okinawa, 
used as a base for mine-hunting 
RH-63 helicopters, is also being 
sent home but will be replaced by 
a smaller craft carrying Cobra 
attack helicopters. 

The Iranian mine threat has 
been countered by a coordinated 
operation between US ocean- 
going mine-sweepers and 
European navies, making the 
RH-63 helicopters redundant. 

Deployment 

Analysts said deployment of 
the Iowa last year was a clear 
political demonstration of 
Washington's military might 
designed to warn Iran not to 
interfere with convoy opera- 
tions. 

But since US warships blasted 
Iranian oil platforms in the Gulf 
last October, there have been few 
signs Tehran is seeking a clash 
with Western navies as its 
Revolutionary Guards and gun- 
boats single out unescorted mer- 
chant vessels. 

Iran predictably hailed the 
decision to withdraw the ships as 
a US admission of defeat. 
-r^Washington is. looking for & ; 
• fiice »vipg way to get oulofth&* 
: watefway/Ja 
^TOmftirraalo s3Id on 
day. 

The Iowa’s withdrawal will 
send home 1,500 crew. Analysts 
estimate about 400 Marines will 
return with the Okinawa. 

. Diplomats say in an election 
year, the Reagan administration 
would be aware of the popularity 
to be won by pulling some 
servicemen out of the searing 
Gulf heat where the boredom of 
convoy work has become the 
order of the day. 

“It is time to bring the boys 
home," said one diplomat. 

“It’s great to go riding the 
range with guns blazing, but 
many want to go home to mum ... 
in an election year that is some- 
thing you cannot afford to 
ignore.” 


Kenya tries to curb 
human rights abuses 


By Philip Williams 

NAIROBI, Kenya, (UPI): Res- 
ponding to international pres- 
sure, especially from Washing- 
ton, Kenya is quietly trying to 
curb human rights abuses after 
allegations of widespread repres- 
sion and torture or political 
prisoners. 

The government of this one- 
party state never had admitted 
such abuse occurred. Thus, 
there has been no public trum- 
peting of a new policy line from 
President Daniel Arap Mol 

But a number of key changes 
in recent weeks have given Wes- 
tern diplomats heart that their 
pleas for more restraint and 
toleration by the a uthorities ha ve 
been heard. 

Moi brazened out an inter- 
national outcry over police tor- 
ture following revelations last 
April that interrogators routin- 
ely beat and tortured political 
suspects, often by flooding cells 
ankle deep with cold water for 
weeks. 

The allegations followed a 2- 
year-old police crackdown on 
supposed opponents of Moi 
belonging to a small clandestine 
left-wing group called Mwak- 
enya. 

Mon. than 70 accused people 
pleaded guilty in court to sedi- 
tion charges, mostly concerning 
reading or distributing illegal 
Mwakenya literature. 

Observers began topick out a 
pattern, since confirmed by 
released detainees, that suspects 
who refusal to admit guilt — real 
or coerced — were selected for 
prolonged torture. If they still 
refused to cooperate, they were 
detained indefinitely without 
trial under presidential order. 

Those treated this way 


included several prominent 
lawyers who had tried to sue the 
government over the alleged tor- 
ture of their clients and the 
deaths of two political suspects in 
police hands. 

Moi rounded on the foreign 
press, which first reported the 
torture allegations, and a nine- 
month campaign of petty harass- 
ment and daily denunciations of 
correspondents began. In Jan- 
uary it ended overnight. 

Two other bizarre incidents 
involving US citizens appeared 
to lie behind the major changes 
that followed. 

In November, seven US mis- 
sionaries from small North 
American churches were depor- 
ted after allegations they were 
involved m a Ku Klux K Ian -ins- 
pi red “plot" to topple the Ken- 
yan government. 

The documentary evidence for 
the deportalions was an 
obviously fraudulent letter of 
1 obscure origin. The US embassy 
issued a stiff protest. 

This incident came on the heels 
of random police beatings of 
foreign journalists — including 
two from major US agencies — 
during student riots in Nairobi. 
The United States, Kenya's big- 
gest financial backer, was forced 
to protest strongly along with the 
British, Swiss and West Ger- 
mans. 

Hardly had that dust settled 
when Justus Ole Tipis, 74, the 
long-serving security minister 
within Moi’s office, angered the 
US Embassy for the third time in 
six weeks. 

A senior US judge and a 
prominent colleague observing a 
Nairobi inquesLinto the death of 
a political suspect were arrested. 
Tipis said they were “prying" 
and possesed a list of all known 
Kenyan political detainees. 


By George D. Moffett HI 

NAZARETH, Israel: Israel’s 
Arab minority, long neglected, is 
poised to play a more influential 
role in the politics of the Jewish 
- state. 

There is a religious and 
political awakening going on 
among the country's more than 
700,000 Arabs thatis producing a 
type of communal assertiveness 
hitherto unknown in Israel. 

Israeli Arabs, as citizens of the 
Jewish state, are distinct from the 
1.4 million Arabs living in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. Yet their kinship 
with the Arabs in the territories 
was dramatically symbolised by 
two recent events — a mass rally 
in Nazareth in January and a 
successful general strike in 
December — both held to prote st 
Israel's occupation policy and to 
demonstrate support for an 
independent Palestinian state. 

The two events produced reac- 
tions of shock and dismay among 
Israeli Jews. But many experts 
say such apocalyptic responses 
are largely unwarranted. 

Despite the presence of 
elements hostile to Israel, 
especially among some fun- 
damentalists, the vast majority of 
Israeli Arabs consider them- 
selves loyal citizens. 

“T7ie ‘Palestinisation’ of 
Israeli Arabs means we are begin- 
ning to become a political 
power," says the major of Ibillin, 
an Arab village in Galilee. 

“We live in a Jewish state, but 
that should not contradict the 
fact that there should be an 
independent Palestinian state in 
the West bank and Gaza," says 
Nabil Udeh, a Nazareth writer 
and Communist Party member. 

Rights 

Equal rights for Arabs can 
only be obtained, Udeh says, if 
the Jewish stateis “de-Zionised," 
that is, if Israel becomes a secular 
instead of religious state. 

Most worrisome to many Jews 
in Israel is the fact that Arabs 
comprise a voting bloc large 
enough to constitute the coun- 
try's third largest political party. 
If Israel's Arabs can overcome 
the centrifugal forces that have so 
far prevented political unity they 
could replace Jewish religious 
parties as the balance weight in 
national politics. 

“It may well be that the next 
, electtonot^tored^onswiUbe 
decidedjby the Arab-, vote,” 
predicts Eli Rekhes, an expert at 
the Dayan Centre at Tel Aviv 
University. “Ten or 12 (seats in 


By Richard Bill 

SYDNEY, Australia, (AP* In 
1967, Australia abandoned its 
“white Australia” policy and 
began welcoming immigrants 
from Asia and the Third World. 

But controversy over 
immigration has flared again, 
and a recent opinion poll 
indicates that Australians want 
new curbs on the foreign influx. 

The dispute could threaten the 
nation's current immigration 
policy, which welcomed 1 16,307 
immigrants last year — a third of 
them Asians. 

Opinion polls show particular 
support for curbs on immigrants 
from Asia and the Mideast. 

But Labour Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke warns it would bean 
“enormous tragedy” if racism 
dominates a policy that transfor- 
med Australia from an almost 
entirely white nation in 1967 into 
a country of 16 million people 
from 137 nations speaking 300 
languages. 

“You can't segregate dis- 
crimination,” Hawke said in a 
speech last weekend to Sydney's 
Lebanese community. “If you 
start to talk discrimination 
against one group, you inevitably 
sow the seed of discrimination 
against all groups." 

Confused 

The opposition Liberal and 
National parties say immigra- 
tion policy is confused, biased 
toward Asians and inadequate to 
meet the demand for skilled 
labour. They also note public 
concern over gangland killings 


the Knesset, or parliament) 
means a revolution." 

Several heads of local Arab 
councils and Arab leaders from 
around Israel recently held meet- 
ings aimed at forming an all- 
Arab party. This move could be 
pushed forward by the resigna- 
tion recently of the Labour Par- 
ty's only Arab Knesset member, 
Abdul Wahab Darousha, to 
protest Labour Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's harsh crackd- 
own on unrest in the territories. 

Political analysts say Darou- 
sha, an educator from the Galilee 
who commands considerable 
respect within the Arab com- 
munity, could be the nucleus of a 
new Arab party that could draw 
support from existing parties, 
influential local Arab council 
heads, and perhaps Muslim 
religious leaders in IsraeL 

The contradictions posed by 
having an Arab minority among 
Jews have been difficult for both 
groups. 

Fighting 

“Nevep in the history of 
nations has a minority been liv- 
ing in a country which is fighting 
their own people,” says Shmud 
Toledan o, a former adviser on 
Arab affairs to three Israeli prime 
ministers. 

For Israel’s Jews, it has meant 
embracing opposite policies 
toward subject Arab popula- 
tions. 

“On one hand you have to 
fight the Arabs; on the other 
hand you try to get the Arabs to 
integrate. It's a dil emma for all 
parties involved,'* says 
Toledano, also a former senior 
intelligence officer. 

During the 1948 war in which 
Israel was bom, 80percent of the 
Palestinians firing m Jewish-held 
territory fled to Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, and Egypt. The 
145,000 who remained behind 
were largely concentrated in 
Galilee and a group of villages in 
central Israel known as the 
“triangle." Isolated from the 
Arab world, they gradually 
accepted their status as a min- 
ority with only partial political 
rights in the Jewish stale. 

Only after Israel seized the 
West Bank Gaza in 1967 did 
Israel's Arabs begin to rediscover 
their roots as Palestinians, as 
Arabs and, finally, as Muslims. 
“Their Palestinian identity 
seeped over from the West Bank 
and Gaza" foUowing the renewal 
of contacts , after 1967, explains 
Hebrew University expert Rafael 
Israeli. 

Most experts trace thereawak- 





Arabs In Israel are becoming a political force. 


ening among Israel’s Arabs to an 
event in 1976. That was the year 
Israeli Arabs called their first 
general strike, to protest the con- 
fiscation of tens of thousands of 
acres of Arab land in IsraeL “All 
those years the Arabs were sleep- 
ing. Now we began to mature 
politically," says an Arab jour- 
nalist of the catalysing effect of 
the “Land Day" demonstrations 
that left six Arabs dead. 

SoHdarlty 

^Th^mmst risible result of a 

greater feeling of solidarity witff* 
Palestinians firing across the 
“green line” in the occupied 


territories. 

A less obriousresult has been a 
renewed determination to secure 
equal rights within Israel, where 
four decades of discrimination 
have consigned the Arab popula- 
tion to a kind of second-class 
citizenship. 

The theory, Israeli Arabs are 
accorded equal rights within the 
Jewish state. In fact, in a society 
where veteran status is the key to 
obtaining good jobs, a low-cost 
universi ty ed uc^ onand 

‘"ntilTtary 

huge obstacles to advancement. 

Arab mayors complain that 


their towns get less than their fair 
share of Israeli money, and that 
Arab education has been neglec- 
ted as Israel concentrates spend- 
ing on Jewish settlements on the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

Israeli -Arabs compare their ' 
position to that of Jews in the 
United Stales, who remain loyal 
Americans and devoted Zionists 
at the same time. 

■ “American Jews in relation to 
Israel are like Arabs in Israel in 

Arab citizen of IsraeL 

Translating potential into 


actualelectoral strength has been 

confounded by long-standing 

communal rivalries and partisan 
divisions that have led to what 
one Western diplomat in Israel 
raik “a most profligate example 

of vote wasting.” 

Instead of concentrating sup- 
port behind a single Arab party 
potentially capable of putting a 
dozen Arabs in the Knesset, the 
votes of the Arab community 
have been split between several • 
Zionist parties, mainly Labour, 
and two non-Zionist parties, the 
communist Rakah and the 
Progressive List for Peace. 

Meanwhile, the Israeli govern- 
ment itself has been adroit over 
the years in coopting key Arab- 
Israeti leaders and preserving 
communal differences that have 
retarded the development of 
Arab-wide political loyalties. 

Whether the movement to 
establish an Arab political party 
in Israel ultimately succeeds, say 
experts, depends in pan on 
whether the government proves 
sensitive enough to respond to 
the concerns of its Arab min- 
ority. 

Improve 

A recent report of the govern- 
ment’s Office of Arab Affaire 
calls for SI 60 million to be spent 
over the next five years to 
improve living conditions for 
Israeli Arabs. 

Roni Milo, Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir 's Arab affairs 
adviser has also advocated pun- 
itrvemeasures against organisers 
of the recent general strike and 
mayors who supported it. 

On die extreme right — where 
the Arab community is seen as a 
potential fifth column inside 
Israel — proposals to deal with 
the Arab population have ranged 
from disenfranchisement, to 
“transfering" the Arabs out of 
Israel, to reestablishing military 
government over areas inhabited 
by the Arabs. 

One Arab journalist, frus- 
trated with what he and other 
Arabs see as the government's •/ 
antagonistic attitude, says it is 
just such a failure to understand 
the forces at work in the Arab 
community that could nourish 
the very radicalism the govern- 
ment fears, driving Israel’s Arabs 
into the hands of extremists. 

“This is our country, our 
land," says deputy mayor Elias 
Jabbur of Shefaram, an Arab 
Haifa. ‘Twanttoliye 
ggSteif from (riflb, J wrtrtif 

The Christian Science Monitor 
Newsservice. 


Controversy over immigration 
has flared again in Australia 


Egypt cool to US 
Middle East peace plan 


among Vietnamese and bombing 
in the T urkish community. 

Three years ago, Melbourne 
historian Geoffrey Blarney war- 
ned in a widely quoted speech 
that multiculturahsm threatens 
democracy in Australia. 

He said Australia “must avoid 
the racial discord of Fiji, 
Lebanon, Sri Lanka and the long 
list of unfortunate countries that 
now supply us with refugees." 

But Stephen Fitzgerald, bead 
of a government-appointed Adv- 
isory Committee on Immigra- 
tion, dismissed Blainey as having 
“nostalgia for the period of 
Anglo-Saxon dominance." 

Fitzgerald is currently prepar- 
ingareviewof policy, to be issued 
March 30. 

In January, the government’s 
top black offidaL Aboriginal 
Affairs Secretary Charles Perk- 
ins, called for an indefinite ban 
on Asian immigration. He com- 
plained that such migrants were 
favoured over aborigines for 
housing and educational oppor- 
tunities. 

Last week, the Sydney Morn- 
ing Herald newspaper ran a poll 
showing that most voters wel- 
comed migrants from Britain 
and Europe but not from Asia or 
the Middle East. 

The poll, which canvassed 
1 ,000 people at random, also said 


that only 24 per cent wanted 
more Asian migration and 27 per 
cent wanted it stopped 
altogether. 

It said 68 per cent regarded 
that government’s current 
annual target of 120,000 
migrants as too high. Immigrants 
regarded as least desirable were 
from Middle Eastern countries, 
with more than twice as many 
people opposing their entry as 
those favouring it. 

Attitudes regarding Asians 
can be traced in part to World 
War II and the battle against 
Japan, as wellasa traditional fear 
of invasion from heavily 
populated Indonesia, off north- 
ern Australia. 

Almost 40 per cent of Aus- 
tralians now are Foreign-bom, or 
have at least one parent who is an 
immigrant. Australia’s popula- 
tion has doubled to 16 million 
with the arrival of 4.6 million 
migrants since 1945. 

Asian migrants numbered 
40,201 between January to 
November 1987. up from 30,376 

for the corresponding period the 

year before, according to 
Immigration Department 
figures. 

This compares with 36,930 
arrivals from Europe in the same 
period of 1987. 

The Liberal Party spokesman 


on immigration affairs, Alan 
Cadxnan, says the Australian 
economy cannot support high 
intakes of unskilled workers and 
others with enterpreneurial 
skills. 

“Australia’s economic cir- 
cumstances require the 
immediate introduction of a 
more relevant need-based 
immigration programme which 
takes into account the present 
and future socio-economic and 
national priorities of the whole 
country,” he said. 

He has been joined by Graeme 
Campbell, a Labour Party mem- 
ber from Kalgoorire in the state 
of Western Australia. He said 
Australia was not part of Asia, 
but an "Anglo-Cdtic land” to 
the south of Aria. 

He also said the ability to 
speak English should be a top 
qualification for entry to Aus- 
tralia. 

Campbell also wants family 
reunion programmes to be 
limited to direct family members. 
Many of the 5,797 Vietnamese 
arrived on such programmes. 

China, Malaysia, India, Viet- 
nam, Hong Kong and the Philip- 
pines have supplied the most 
migrants from Aria, but people 
from just about every country in 
the region have settled “down 
under." 


TODAY IN HISTORY 


1495 — French forces under King Charles Vin enter Naples in 
Italy. 

1724 — Treaty of Stockholm between Sweden and Russia for 
mutual assistance. 

1759 — French abandon siege of Madras, India, on arrival of 
British fleet. 

1828 — Peace of Turkmanchai by which Persia cedes part of 
Armenia, including Erivan, to Russia. 

1848 — Revolt erupts in Paris due to failure of Louts Philippe’s 
reign. 

1942 — It is announced that tribesmen in the Philippines have 
wiped out a Japanese regiment during World War II. 

1945— US Third Army crosses Saar River south of Saarburg. 
Germany, in World War II. 

1964 — Ghana becomes one-party socialist state. 

1966 — Uganda's Prime Minister Milton Obote orders five 
cabinet members arrested and assumes full power. 

1975— Military government of Ethiopia announces that 2300 
guerrillas have been killed in fighting in Eritrea. 

1986 — Phili ppines defence minister and thegenerai who was to 
become armed forces chief break with government of President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos. 

1987 — Syrian troops spread across west Beirut, snuffing oat 
savage factional fighting that police say killed 300 people and 
wounded 1 ,300 in one week. 


Long wait for phones 


MpSCOW, (UPI): When Prof. I. 
Alikhanov of Tbilisi was 
promised his telephone, the US 
President was Harry Truman, 
Winston Churchill had just war- 
ned about an ’iron curtain" 
across Europe and Josef Stalin 
had another six years to live. 
Alikhanov is still waiting. 

While the West charges into 
ever more exotic forms of com- 
puterised communications, the 
Soviet Union is still struggling to 
provide its citizens with the hum- 
ble telephone. 

Across the nation only 21.1 per 
cent of homes have telephones. 
In rural areas it is often less than 
10 percent. The present national 
waiting fist is a mind-boggling 1 3 
million residences long There 
are nine telephones fvi every 100 
Soviet citizens, versus nearly 80 
in the United States. 

. Moscow, where 84 per cent of 
the homes of its nine million 
residents have telephones, is the 
dear leader in the Soviet Union'. 


But even here there is a 4-year 
wait 

In much of the country a tele- 
phone is a luxury. From possibly 
SO per cent of homes in the 
relatively advanced Baltic 
republics, the number dwindles 
to single digits in the empty 
spaces of Russia and Central 
Aria where communications can 
be a matter of survival. 

Like manyother predicaments 
Soviet planners now face, the 
telephone system’s backward- 
ness con be traced directly to 
government policies. 

Low monthly rental of 2.5 rou- 
bles and unlimited free local calls 
produce too little revenue to fin- 
ance improvements. 

More important, private com- 
munications between citizens 
were a low priority for a govern- 
ment concerned first with build- 
ing an industrial economy con- 
trolled from Moscow and then 
with getting its propaganda 
directly into homes. 


By Maurice Guindl 

CAIRO, Egypt, (AP): Criticism 
by President Hosni Mubarak 
and the Egyptian statemedia of a 
reported American plan for 
Arab-Israeli peace spells trouble 
for US Secretary of State George 
Shultz’s Middle East tour next 
week. 

Mubarak has spoken out twice 
against the plan as reported in 
Israel and Washington, and 
writers close to him have publi- 
shed two stinging articles m the 
last week and a half. 

In each instance, the message 
to Washington was the same: 
The peace plan is objectionable, 
and if that’s what Shultz is com- 
ing to offer, his mission will fail. 

Egypt's position is unique in 
that it can gauge the feelings on 
all sides. One of the United 
States’ best Arab friends, it is the 
only Arab country to have made 
peace with Israel, and it also 
knows what the Arabs will 
accept. 

Mubarak's recent statements 
were cautious, confined to sub- 
stance and devoid of anti-US 
rhetoric. The published articles, 
however, were sceptical of the 
United States as peacemaker and 
accused Washington of being 
biased toward IsraeL 

The US blueprint was dis- 
closed in reports from Washing- 
ton citing unnamed officials, ami 
from Israel quoting Prime Mini- 
ster Yitzhak Shamir. Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and oth- 
ers. 

Forum 

The reported plan calls for an 
international forum to convene 
by April to launch Arab-Israeli 
talks on an interim arrangement 
providing Palestinian autonomy 
m the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza, possibly for 
three years. 

Negotiations on the 
territories’ final status would 
start by December, regardless of 
the outcome of the self-rule talks. 

. The plan thus would appear to 
be an accelerated, modified ver- 
sion of a formula laid down in 
one of two US-mediated 1978 
Camp David accords between 


Cairo fully embraces the peace 
treaty that grew out of one of the 
Camp David agreements, but it 
considers the autonomy accord 
dead. 

Jordan, Syria and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation, 
the principal other Arab parties 


to the long dispute with IsraeL 
strongly oppose it. 

Mubarak visited Washington 
last month and urged quick 
revival of the American 
peacemaking role. He argued 
that continuing Palestinian 
unrest and Israeli crackdowns in 
the West Bank and Gaza since 
Dec 8 underlined the need for 
speedy movement 

In a Feb 1 0 speech in Cairo, the 
Egyptian leader sounded 
unhappy about the US plan. 

Revive 

“If it transpires that the 
proposed (US) blueprint takes us 
back to the autonomy formula 

our sincere advice mil be that 
this formula be evolved into 
something else,” he said. 

“It does not stand to reason 
that anyone should try in 1 988 to 
revive what events and Israeli 
actions killed more than seven 
years ago." 

Mubarak thus dismissed the 
Camp David formula, which 
provided for five years of Pales- 
tinian autonomy and negotia- 
tions on the final status of the 
occupied territories to begin in 
the third year. 

Egypt blamed Israel for the 
demise in 1981 of the Camp 
David autonomy talks, citing a 
“narrow” mterpretation of self- 
rule by Israel and its annexation 
of east Jerusalem. The Arabs, the 
United States and most other 
countries consider that portion 
of the holy city as occupied 
territory. 

Last Monday, Mubarak 
spoke more forcefully about his 
concerns over the reported US 
peace plan. 

Settlement 

A successful plan, he told 
Eg yptian reporters assembled at 
mepresidential palace, must env- 
irage “a finaL overall settlement" 
of the Palestinian problem, not 
interim solutions. 

"Shultz is coming, and if he is 
bringing proposals .... I hope 
th^y wifi keep away from Camp 
David and will covers final solu- 
tion," Mubarak said. "I do not 
wish lor any initiative to fail " 

Many observers saw in that an 

oWiqne warning to the United 

later > a front-page 
article m the state-owned nevS 
pa P er . Al-Akhbar by auth- 
. Mo ussa 


presidential election year. 
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mystery of the Turin Shroud 


By Frank Durham 


THE use of forensic science has 
helped solve some of the most 
virions- and baffling crimes of 
our time. It has also provided 
the answers lo some ofthe great 
mysteries of the past 

But there is perhaps ONE 
crime and ONE piece of foren^ 
sic detective work that beats all 
the others. 

The discovery of the Shroud 
of Turin, believed by many to 
be the burial doth of Jesus Chr- 
ist, presented the biggest- 
challenge of all time. Was the 
shroud a true image of Christ, 
crucified by the Romans? or 
was he merely an interesting 
historical find or forgery? 

The experts probed the 
Shroud’s very atoms, using 72 
caseloads' of space-age equip- 
ment for five days and nights 
. . . and finally unlocked what 
had remained hidden for 1.300 
years. 

They showed that the doth is 
stained with real, human 
blood. That the mysterious 
image of the life-size back and 
front of a man was made by 
substances placed on the body, 
causing the doth it was wrap- 
ped in to age atdifferent speeds. 

They also proved that the 
body had coins over its eyes, 
one of which was identified as a 
lepton from Biblical times, that 
man was nailed through 
the wrists, not the palms and 
that his shoulders were rubbed 
raw by carrying a heavy object 
— to name but a few of their 
discoveries. 

Indeed, the story they pieced 
together bears an uncanny 
scientific resemblance to the 
gospels of the New Testament. 
Without doubt, it remains the 
most startling example of 
forensic work carried out yet. 

They key to the mystery 
came to physicist Samuel 
Pellicori after he. and a team of 
40 scientists subjected the holy 
relic to a battery of tests. 

Using an oven, a scrap of 
cloth and a few simple 
ingredients, he proved how the 
mysterious image of a bearded 
man was made on the doth. He 
also showed the shroud, kept in 
a silver casket in Turin’s Cath- 
edral of St John the Baptist, 
could not be the work of a 
mediaeval forger. 

Pellicori remembered that 


the shroud was yellow with a 
darker image of that front and 
bade of a crucified man. Linen, 
like paper, yellows naturally 
with age. 

The scientist decided to age a 
piece of modern linen 
artificially by baking it in an 
oven. But first he smeared on it 
substances that could be on the . 
.body of an executed man . . . 
human perspiration, olive oil, 
does ana the spice myrrh. 

Replica 

The result: a perfect replica 
of the type of image on the 
Shroud of Turin. So far 
Pellicori’s work has stood up to 
every scientific test. And he has 
destroyed all the other theories 
as to how the image of the 
shroud was formed. Some 
thought the' cloth had been 
painted by an artist or that it 
bad been draped over a hot 
statue. Others said there could 
have been a mysterious flash of 
nuclear, radiation, or that the 
image was formed by vapour 
from the body. 

Pellicori explains: ‘There 
was a REAL body. The images 
got there through natural 
processes — not aided by man. 
Supernatural forces were not 
required. There is no possibility 
that this is a forgery and is a 
painting. 

“It shows no evidence of 
being created by a person. All 
the features — the anatomical 
accuracy, the contours and the 
reversal of the image, like the 
negative of a photograph, are 
very much against anyone 600 
years ago (when the shroud is 
first recorded historically) hav- 
ing the knowledge to do it. 

“In that sense it's not a hoax. 
But whether it is the real thing 
in terms of Christ . . . that’s 
another matter.*' 

Thanks -to Pellicori’s work 
however, millions have been 
convinced the Shroud was the 
burial cloth of Christ The final 
image he reproduced was that 
of a bearded man, scarred by 
his beatings, exactly as it was 
reproduced in the shroud. 

Pellicori adds: “This is a 
natural, logical explanation. It 
requires no pigments or paint 
stains. My experiments have 
led to an understanding of the 
chemistry of the image. 

“It is impossible to say how 
long the image took to form. It 
could be years, tens of years, or 


The Shroud of Turin believed by many to be the 
burial cloth of Jesus Christ presented forensic 
scientists with their biggest challenge. And the 
story that these scientists have pieced together 
bears an uncanny resemblance to the gospel ofthe 
New Testament 



The face of Christ?: Is die imprint on the shroud genuinely that of 
the face of Jesus Christ? 


hundreds. It would have slowly 
emerged in the normal course 
of time. It's the way the gospels 
described it. They make no 
mention of an image on the 
shroud. If there had been one 
it would have been recorded.** 

- Proved 

But science has also proved 
that many of the traditionally 
accepted details of Christ’s 
death, as depicted in the Bible 
and ancient paintings may not 
be entirely accurate. 

Artists through the centuries 
have shown Chnst nailed to the 
cross through the palms of his 


hands. But the weighL of a 
man's body would tear straight 
through the flesh. 

The body in the shroud, the 
scientists established, was also 
naked, the Romans having 
stripped their victim as a final 
indignity before nailing him to 
the cross. Then they cast dice 
for his clothes. Christian art 
always depicted Christ in a 
modest loincloth or other 
wrapping. 

Yet the majority of details 
deduced by the 20th century 
forensic experts are uncannily 
similar to those of the gospels. 

This is what they have 



Reverent priests lay out the shroud. 


Scientists cany out tests on the shroud. They have produced some 
atMiing results connected to the shroud’s auth en ti c ity. 


proved about the body of the 
man Sit lOin (1.75m) (79.5kg), 
aged about 30 and of Semitic 
appearance. 

The scalp had bled freely, 
with ai least a dozen puncture 
marks visible. Blood had also 
seeped from the crown. 

The face ... the nose was 
swollen and could have been 
broken. There was a swelling 
over each eye, a tom eyelid ana 
cuts and bruises on both 
cheeks. 

The body . . . the man had 
been whipped by two people, 
standing either side of him . - 
DumbeU-shaped wounds fit 
those inflicted by Roman whips 
with two or three throngs, tip- 
ped with metal. 

Semitic law said no-one was 
to receive more than 39 lashes, 
but the Romans had no limit. 
The man of the shroud showed 
open wounds ofbetween 90 and 
120 lashes. This suggests that 
the man was a Semite, flogged 
by the Romans. The two tor- 
turers lashed his back, shoul- 
ders and buttocks. The taller 
■ man , on the right, curled his 
lashes round so that they cut 
into the victim's chest and 
thighs. 

Shoulders . . . those of the 
man of the shroud were, rubbed 
raw over the scourge ' marks. 
This was consistent with carry- 
ing a heavy object. The right 
shoulder may have been dis- 
located. Crucifixion victims 
were made to carry the cross- 
piece only of the cross, the 
uprights remaining permanen- 
tly in position. The rough-hewn 
cedar would weigh about 
100 lb (45 -Skg). The knees were 
cut suggesting heavy falls. 

Pellicori and his team of 
scientists were also able to 
establish that a wound had 
been made in the man’s ride 
between the fifth and sixth ribs 
on the right. It measured 
approximately l-3/4inby J/2in 
(4.5cm by 1.25cm) . . . exactly 
the size which would have been 
made by a Roman spear. 

The shroud also revealed 
that a flow of water and blood 
had come from the wound 
which could be separated blood 
and serum. 

Wrists and feet . . . there are 
dear nail wounds. The feet 
were pinned, the left on top of 
the right, without breaking a 
bone. 

But most puzzling of the 
! expcrts' discovcrics was ''that 
' ; thfe corpieih the shroud had npt 
'•^been washed, as was the Semite 
custom. Otherwise there would 
not have been blood stains. 

This could be explained by 
the fact that the man could 
have, like Christ in the Bible, 
been crucified on a Friday. This 
is the day before the Jewish 
Sabbath and no work may be 
done after 6 pm. 

But why did nobody com- 
plete the burial ritual when the 
Sabbath was over? So far that’s 
one event the scientists haven't 
been able to explain. 

Yet they have been able to 
throw light on other intriguing 
aspects of the shroud. 

Some argue for example, 
that the crudfixion victim 


might not have died from his 
injuries, but from suffocation. 

The due comes from streams 
of blood running down the 
man’s left arm from his pierced 
wrist. Trickles of blood are at 
the angles varying by ten 
degrees, telling the horrifying 
story of a man pulling himself 
up and down on the cross in a 
see-saw motion. 

Scientists 

According to the scientists 
that is the only way he could 
have taken a breath. 
Executioners who wanted to 
speed up the death would 
smash the victim's legs. But the 
man of the shroud obviously 
died before this could happen. 

Another criminologist, 
studying a few humble specks 
of dust, unlocked the secrets of 
the shroud’s 1.300 missing 
years. 

Max Frei. who is consulted 
as a forensic expert by police all 
over the world, found 56 
varieties of vegetable pollen on 
the cloth, whose history is 
blank until the 1250's. 

His cold, police-like evidence 
showed the shroud could have 
been in Palestine at the time 
Christ was crucified. 

His big break-through came 
as he worked in his Zurich 
laboratory. He identified 
several types of pollen found 
only in the south-east 
Mediterranean area. 

Most amazing of all was the 
fact that some of them were 
from desert plants, not extinct, 
that once- grew in Palestine at 
the time of Christ. These min- 
ute grains, virtually invisible to 
the naked eye, have an outer 
wall that is as tough as lo be 
nearly indestructible. So they 
remain intact for hundreds of 
millions of years. 

He took his samples by press- 
ing small pieces of clean 
adhesive cape on the shroud 
and then tearing them off. Fra 
later examinwH the dust he bad 
collected under the electron 
microscope. 

Iftheimageof the man on the 
Shroud of Turin IS that of Chr- 



The imprint of a man who had suffered a horrific death at the hands of 
others. Could it be Christ? 


ist, it is probably that best 
surviving due of his murder. 
And if that's that case, forensic 


science has supplied answers, 
few people would haw thought 
possible. 



An artist’s impression of Christ being prepared for bariaL 




After decades, scores of 
gorillas found in Nigeria 


By Nicholas Kotch 


KAN YANG Mountains, 
Nigeria, (Reuters): Scores of 
gorillas have survived in the 
primary rain forest of south- 
east Nigeria, decades after they 
were thought to have been 
wiped out by hunters; 

The discovery of the most 
westerly gorilla population in 
Africa, which will have a major 
impact among conservationists 
wanting to protect them, was 
confirmed last month. 

Two of the world's leading 
gorilla experts, Briton Sandy 
Harcourt and his American 
wife, Kelly Stewart, found con- 
clusive proof during six weeks 
in the dense Kanyang moun- 
tains close to the Caraeroun 
border. 

“I would be surprised if there 
were less than 100 in loLal. We 
found upwards of 40 on one 
mountain alone,*'Harcourt 
told me when we. met in Kan- 
yang village. 

The couple made an accurate 
census by analysing droppings 
and the nests which gorillas 
make each night of their 
peripatetic lives. Stewart had 
rare good fortune when she saw 
a group after less than two days 
in the forest. 

The last accepted sighting of 
lowland gorillas in Nigeria was 
in the same area — now Cross 
RiverState- in 1931. The sus- 
picion that some had survived, 
based on reports by local hun- 
ters, has always been strong. 

“For us this is no surprise,” 
said Jacob Abang, who guided 

our party offour on a three-day 


trek high into Nigeria's last 
primary forests. “1 was a hun- 
ter. We hunt for duiker 
(antelope), porcupine, monitor 
lizard, monkey and sometimes 
gorilla.*' 

We were sitting on top of the 
1, 000-metre (3,300 feet) Koku 
Ochanbe, which means ‘noisy 
hill' in thelocal Bokyi language 
and was apparently named 
after the cries of the primates 
who inhabit it. 

Abang led us to some old 
gorilla droppings and a fresh 
nest, a thick mattress of leaves 
and branches in a tree about 
one metre (three feet) from the 
ground. He explained it was 
probably for a mother and her 
young while a male slept higher 

up to warn them in case of dan- 

SC 1- ' 

During daylight the forest is 
calm and cool. The sun barely 
penetrates the thick canopy of 
towering trees and banging 
lianas . The only sounds are the 
drone of bees, the occasional 
cryingofhombiUs and thespla- . 
shing of mountain streams. 
Cacophony 

.But at night a cacophony 
breaks .forth. Frogs and crick- 
ets lead the orchestra, falling 
silent when a duiker or por- 
cupine crashes through the 
undergrowth looking for food 
or water. 

Abang and his friend 
Napoleon Mkpe were 
employed last year by the 
Nigerian Conservation Foun- 
dation (NCF) to enforee a ban 
on hunting in the Kanyang 
mountains while the 1 rumours 
about the. gorillas were inves- 
tigated. 


Harcourt and Stewart, who 
for 1 5 years have helped protect 
Rwanda's mountain gorillas, 
believe that tourism is tire only 
way to conserve the Nigerian 
group. 

They point to the large num- 
bers of wealthy tourists who 
visit Rwanda to see the moun- 
tain gorillas of the Virunga vol- 
canic chain. 

“A few years back, nobody 
in Rwanda knew what a gorilla 
was. Now they want to make it 
the national symbol,” said 
Stewart, a zoologist based whh 
her husband at Cambridge 
University in England. 

“Tourism saved the gorilla in 
Rwanda. It is always easier to 
protect an animal if it pays for 
itself,” she added. 

Nigeria, like Rwanda, has a 
large human population and 
the pressure to-hunt and to des- 
troy forest by fanning and log- 
ging, is intense. 

For the moment the villagers 
of Kanyang are respecting the 
temporary ban on hunting 
which they negotiated with the 
NCF and thestate government. 
Three offenders have been 
caught and paid the set fine of 
60 naira ( 1 5 dollars) to the com- 
munity. 

But the ban is costing the 
hunters dear. Abang and his 
friends used to make up to 200 
naira(50 dollars) inone expedi- 
tion, bagging a couple of duik- 
ers and a porcupine. 

On the very rare occasions 
when they managed to shoot a 
gorilla, they earned up to 500 
naira ( 1 25 dollars) for the meal 
and more from selling the 
bones lo a traditional healer 



Scientists have discovered 
scores of gorillas living in the 
rain forest in Kanyang^ moun- 
tains, south-east Nigeria. 
There a former hunter, Jacob 
Abang, holds some dried 
gorilla droppings. 

who crushed them to powder 
for treating ailments. 

These are substantial stuns in 
a country whose minimum 
wage is 125 naira (30 dollars) a 
month and where rural earn- 
ings can be even lower. 

The hunters, however, 
agreed with village elders that if 
protecting the gorillas would 
lead to development and tour- 
ism, they could find other liveli- 
hoods as wardens and fanners. 



Duringour expedition only Lee 
White, a British zoologist, and 
Napoleon the hunter, came 
dose to a sighting. ■ 
Meanwhile, the hunters who 
have hung up their guns are 
hoping with the small band of 
Nigerian conservationists that 
gorilla appeal will work the 
same magic in Kanyang as it 
has in Rwanda. 

Stewart is sure it will. 
“People like gorillas because 
they are big ana dignified and 
behave a bit like humans.” 


Risking life and limb for sunken treasures 


By Sharon O’ Reilly 


WHEN the British warships 
H MS Medina was torpedoed in 
1917 by the Germans in the 
English Channel, it went down 
with a sparkling haul. 

Now, 70 years later its gold, 
jewels and statues worth some 
£20 million are finally being 
recovered. 

The treasure trove 200 feel 
under the sea is made up of the 
personal fortune of Lord Car- 
michael Monro, who was Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the British ‘ 
forces in India. Hie wreck also 
contains some extravagant 
gifts, given to King George V 
and Queen Mary by -the 
Maharajahs. 

The tricky recovery opera- 
tions is being carried out foll- 
owing a request from Lord Car- 
michael’s family. 

Already the divers have 
brought up 7,000 different 
items, inducting Lord Carmi- 
chael’s Freemason's chain, said 


Caskets overflowing with glittering gems 
thought to be worth £20 million have been 
found in the wreck of a sunken ship. And 
British divers are working round the clock 
to recover them. 

He explained: The computer 
on the support ship, which 
make the spot where divers sub- 
merge, could fail. And if it does, 
we could lose some divers. 

Decomposing 

“Conditions at Start Point 
are unfavourable, he added. 
The currents are so strong that 
divers, while fighting them, 
could end up spending too 
much time underwater and run 
out of oxygen.” Alan explained 
that for every 30 feel a man 
dives, the pressure on his body 
doubles. 

“Medina is decomposing all 
the lime, he said ana the men 
are taking an immense chance 
by going into the vesseL” 


to be worth a> ound £500.000. 
And Sinclair Brown, of Con- 
sortium Recovery, a London 
salvage company responsible 
for masterminding the recovery 
of the cargo, says: 

“We are really excited about 
the haul. We've found 
antiques, bronze statues, gold, 
diamonds, emeralds and pearls 
and there's plenty more jewels 
down there wailing to be 
brought up.” 

But recovering the jewels is a 
risky business. Alan Richai of 
H.H. Faddersbocll, a Danish 
company which has hired the 
specialist divers says: “They are 
putting their lives at risk each 
time they plunge to the wreck, 
ofFStart Point in Devon." 


To find the jewellery, divers 
have to wade through thick, 
black mud, making it impossi- 
ble to see. And to pinpoint the 
baggage room, where the 
treasures are stored, they must 
feel their way around the ship. 

But the mud inside theiiner 
serves one useful purpose — it 
seals off bacteria that could 
otherwise destroy the precious 
stones. Alan expects tne jewels 
to sparkle afresh when they've 
been thoroughly cleaned. 

The jewellery will then be put 
up for sale at an auction. 

The Medina, which was only 
launched in 191 1 .was chosen to 
convey King George V and 
Queen Mary on royal trips to 
India and was fitted out suita- 
bly to accommodate the cou- 
ple. 

Elegant royal suites were 
built and the hull was pointed in 
brilliant white with blue and 
gold stripes. From 1914, the 
graceful vessel was used as a 
Royal Mail ship until she was 
destroyed by the Germans. 
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ihc British warship, ILVib ivurdina in cummi-rciai use as a Royal 
Mail ship in 1914. When she was torpedoed in 1917 by the 
Germans, she went down with a sparkling hanL 



The e la bor a tely designed dining saloon on the Medina. 





CONSERVATION 


World’s 

first 

test-tube 

falcon 


LONDON: The world's first 
Hest-tube' peregrine falcon has 
been hatched in Britain, thanks 
to a technique pioneered at 
London Zoo for artificially in- ! 
semi nating wild birds, which 
could help save many en- 
dangered species worldwide.. 

This biological break- 
through, achieved by using se- 
men which had been frozen, 
was announced by Dr Jaime 
S amour, a Mexican veterinary 
scientist at the zoo’s Institute of 
Zoology. 

The baby bird — named 
Omar, after Dr Samour's son 
— is thriving under the care of 
British falconer Martin Jones. 

Junior, another falcon own- 
ed by Mr Jones, provided the 
sperm — frozen and stored at a 
temperature of minus 196 de- 
grees C — which eventually 
fertilised Omar’s mother. 

The baby's sex is still uncer- 
tain — as was that of its 
mother, who immediately after 
being bom was called Oscar! 

Success 

Dr Samour's success in 
hatching a wild bird was based 
on a technique he developed 
over the past two years to 
breed domestic budgerigars. 
Some 20 of these have been 
birds hatched at London Zoo 
using frozen semen. 

Dr Samour points out that 
while techniques were used in 
recent years in the United 
States to produce single cranes 
and kestrels, the Institute of 
Zoology in London was the 
first to hatch more than one 
bird at a time from frozen se- 
men. 

Peregrine falcons, listed as a 
vulnerable species — one stage 
below endangered — are found 
worldwide, but pesticides have 
threatened their numbers. 

According to Dr Samour, 
there are 11 sub-species of 
peregrine falcon, and organisa- 
tions in the United States, 
Canada, France and Britain 
have been trying to raise them 
in captivity. 
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By Kathy Koch 

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast — 
West Africans are beginning to 
realise what East Africans have 
known for decades: They need 
to protect dwindling animal 
species and their natural 
habitats. 

This need is not simply a case 
of "for posterity’s sake." The 
loss of cropland and vital rain 
forests to drought, overcrop- 
ping. and felling trees spells dis- 
aster for wild life — and people. 

In recent years. West 
Africans have organised half a 
dozen fledgling wildlife protec- 
tion groups, the first such clubs 
in French-speaking Africa. 

Whereas the venerable East 
African Wildlife Society was 
founded in 1 957, the first grass- 
roots wildlife conservation 
organisation in Francophone 
West Africa. Cl Nature (Ivory 
Coast Nature), was founded in 
1981. “West Africa is 30 to 50 
years behind East Africa” in its 
attitudes about preserving 
wildlife, said Francis Lauginie. 
director of the Abidjan Zoo 
and president of Cl Nature. 
“But now there’s hope that they 
might catch up.” 

His 350-member group publ- 
ishes a bulletin highlighting 
environmental problems in the 
region, and has organised two 
traveling exhibits dramatising 
the plight of West Africa's dis- 
appearing elephants and rain 
forests. Since Cl. Nature was 
formed, similar groups have 
been founded in a number of 
other French-speaking African 
countries. 

Also on the drawing board is 


West Africans wake up 
to wildlife preservation 


a Paris-based umbrella organ- 
isation, which Mr Lauginie 
says could serve as a coordinat- 
ing body and information 
clearing-house for all the new 
Francophone groups. 

Lauginie. who is French, 
said the difference between the 
colonial heritages of British- 
colonised East Africa and 
French-colonised West Africa, 
largely accounts for the reasons 
that East Africa is more 
attuned to wildlife protection 
than West Africa is. “They had 
much more of a history of con- 
servation in Anglophone coun- 
tries than in Francophone 
countries,” he noted. 

“The British,” said an 
environmentalist working in 
the region, “are big ornitholog- 
ists and nature lovers .... You 
don't see loo many French 
bird-watchers.” 

In fact, the few West African 
nations colonised by the British 
had game reserves and con- 
servation groups long before 
their French neighbours. 
Figures gathered by the Swiss- 
based International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources (1UCN) 
show that Anglophone coun- 
tries in East and Southern. 
Africa have set aside an average 
of nearly 17 per cent of their 
land as game reserves- and 
national parks. Francophone 


nations have set aside only 5 per 
cent. 

Economics was a major 
incentive for the East Africans 
to be concerned with protecting 
wildlife, said Lauginie. “The 
landscape and wildlife are 
much more spectacular in East 
Africa than in West Africa. 
They wanted to protect that to 
keep the tourists coming.” 

West Africa does not have 
the wide-open panoramic 
plains that make wildlife-wat- 
ching so easy in East Africa, 
and most of its big game 
animals were killed ofT before 
the nations began to restrict 
hunting. One region in Mali has' 
only two giraffes lefL “The 
problem was we didn't have the 
politique of managing wil- 
dlife,” said OumarTalL. Mali’s 
minister of natural resources. 

West Africa's elephants 
haven't fared much better than 
its giraffes. There are only 

10.000 to 12.000 elephants in 
West Africa, compared to 

500.000 to 600.000 in East and 
Southern Africa. The IUCN 
plans to set up a special task 
force to protect West Africa's 
elephants. 

The animals that are left in 
West Africa live in isolated 
pockets of dense, often roadless 
forest. They are not easily 
accessible for tourists. But, 
“West Africa is an extremely 



The Mauritius Pink pigeon, and the nine-foot long Komodo dragon from Indonesia are 
facing extinction. 

By Charles Clover TTmilCQuHc inin 
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A conservation area in Tanzania, East Africa. West Africa is 30 to 50 years behind in its attitudes 
about preserving wildlife. 


important area from a 
zoological standpoint.” said. 

Jeff Goodson, an environmen- < 
laiisl working for the United 
States Agency for Inter- 
national Development. “You 
have an extraordinarily high 
density of forest species here, 
many of which don't exist any- 
where else in the world.** 

“Many environmentalists here 
bemoan the fact that the region 
has not done more to promote 
the tourism potential of its 
wildlife. 

Some countries are begin- 
ning to encourage wildlife- 
oriented tourism. The Ivory 
Coast used part of a World 
Bank loan for tourism to 
develop Azagny National 
Park. Ongoing research, finan- 
ced by the New York 
Zoological Society, will proba- 
bly lead to the park being desig- 
nated a sanctuary for the 
endangered West African man - 
atee. 

In addition. Ivory Coast 
President Felix Houphouet- 
Boigny is considering setting 
up a game reserve — which 
would include an experimental 
game-cropping programme: 
raising indigenous game to sell 
the meat. 

Despite the uniqueness of 
West Africa's forest wildlife, 
says Lauginie, the new environ- 
mental awareness was not 
prompted by a desire to 
preserve disappearing species, 
instead, the countries have 
been mobilised to save their 
dwindling forests because two 
decades of drought, combined 
with overcropping and under- 
feeding the soil, and cutting too 
many trees has turned vast 
areas into desert-like waste 
lands. 

During this long dry period, 
which ended in 1985, fighting 
these processes became an 
urgent economic and environ- 
mental priority ofWest African 
governments. They set up both 
regional and national 
programmes to fight deforesta- 
tion and the encroachment of 
desert wastelands, which has 
occurred faster in West Africa 
than anywhere else in the con- 
tinent 

The Christian Science Monitor. I I The leopard isa threatened species, says the World WQdUfe Fond. 


THE GIANT St Helena ear- 
wig, three inches long, joined 
the giant pied billed grebe, the 
Palos Verdes blue butterfly and 
between 1 ,000 and 10,000 other 
species, mainly insects, in dis- 
appearing off the face of the 
earth in 1987. 

Man was, as ever, the main 
culprit, according to* the World 
Wildlife Fund. The last giant 
pied-billed grebe became 
extinct after someone lowered 
the water level of its home. 
Lake Atitlan in Guatemala, 
and artifically-introduced fish 
ate its fobd. 

The Peruvian Lake Titicaca 
flightless grebe is a few months 
away from the same fate, says 
the Fund. 

Deforestation blamed 

The Palos Verdes blue was 
snuffed out forever when the 
Californian city after which it is 
named decided to build a' 
baseball pitch on the last 
meadow it could call home. The 
giant earwig just cannot be 
found. 


Thousands join the 
dodo to extinction 


Any one of 1 .200 species may 
be on the verge of going the 
same way next year, says a 
Special Report on Biological 
Diversity, published today by 
the Fund. 

The list stretches from the 
pink pigeon, a resident of 
Mauritius, the 9ft Komodo 
dragon from Indonesia, 
through to. morecontentiously 
perhaps, gorilla, leopard and 
African elephant. 

Tropica] deforestation is the 
main threat. It has placed on 
the vulnerable or endangered 
list the volatile yellow-faced 
bee. the fringe-backed fire eye 
bird, the kauai thin-footed 
bush cricket and Gardiner's 
Seychelles frog. 

The 1,200 endangered and 
vulnerable species listed in the 
report are only “the tip of an 
extinction iceberg,” says the 
report. 

The reason we do not know 
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for certain how many species 
have become extinct is that 
thousands now living, par- 
ticularly insects native to the 
canopy of tropical rainforests, 
are still unknown. 

“For evei^ known 
threatened species there are 
thousands undiscovered,” said 
Mr Chris Rose of the World 
Wildlife Fund. . 

“Research shows there may 
‘ be as may as 160 insect species 
associated with each tropical 
forest tree, and there may be 

50,000 tropical tree species. 
Almost all of these are. as yet, 
unrecorded by science.’” 

The Fund points out that 
man is now in a position to 
eliminate a third of all species 
on earth in the next half cen- 
tury. 

Scientists are racing against 
time to investigate wild species 
as sources of drugs to fight can- 
cer and Aids or rebuild the res- 
istance of crops to pests. 

Anti-leukaemia drug 

Although an anti-leukaemia 
drug from the Madagascar rosy 
periwinkle nets £100 million a 
year, says the Fund, only six out 
of 200 British chemical com- 
panies contributed the 
equivalent of $1, 300 to resear- 
ching species. 

A bo ut 60,000 plant species 
alone, about one in four of the 
world's total, are in danger of 
disappearing by the year 2050. 



TODAY’S CROSSWORD 



North-South vu 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 Q 3 2 


BY CHARLES GO REN AND OMAR SHARIF 

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR LUCK 
outh vulnerable. West tunitv. And still o 


WEST 

* J 10 8 
T9 8 

' 10 9 6 3 

* Q 7 4 3 


7 10 4 2 
0 A J 7 4 2 
* 10 8 

EAST 

* A 9 7654 
7 Void 

3 / KQ5 

3 * K J 9 6 

SOUTH 

♦ K 

7 AKQJ7653 

V 8 

* A 5 2 


ACROSS 
1 Gil or Roy 
5 Basilica feature 
9 Actor Taimroff 

13 Resident of 
Latvia 

14 Comic Mort 
et al. 

16 — trap 

17 Usher or 
major ending 

18 Finland, to a Rnn 

19 Nobleman 

20 Arlene and 
Roald 

22 Relative of a 
buttercup 

24 Jimmy 

25 Uplifts 

27 Cat. in Cordova 
29 Ultimate warning 
31 Edits 

34 Broadcast 

35 Ruffles 

37 Weather word 

38 Revered one 
40 Pinza 

namesakes 

42 Toller of yore 

43 Rower part 
45 Mosaic, for 

example: Var. 

47 Compass point 

48 Disintegrates 
50 Foul weather 

gear 

52 Song or gab 
ending 

53 Bolognese 
painter: 
1655-1747 

54 — loss 
(bewildered) 

56 Hodgepodge 
58 Diamond covers 
81 Cheers 
63 Dreiser novel, 
with "The” 

65 Zeno's 
■'classroom” 

66 Not care — 

67 Ref. tome 


68 Majority 

69 “I never — 
man...”: Rogers 

70 "Oh. really!” 

71 Ancient dagger 

DOWN 

1 Ran, as madras 

2 “ — Smile Be 
Your Umbrella" 

3 Without delay 

4 "Streetcar” role 

5 Balaam s mount 

6 Reduce to 
poverty 

7 Outfielder's feat 

8 Sailors' saint 

9 Homed viper 

10 Stay calm 

11 Caesar's route 

12 "Quite 
contrary" girl 

15 Bum 

superficially 

21 Maglie and 
Mineo 

23 Sweet potatoes' 
relatives 

26 Place for a 
chapeau 

28 Part of 7V 


29 Worker's reward 

30 Downy duck 

32 Crowded 

33 Hearty dishes 
36 Twenty-four 

hour periods, 
usually 
39 Do a 

stevedore’s 

work 

41 Shopper's 
special 
44 Minus 
46 Former 

Michigan coach, 
"Hurry Up” — 
49 Condition 
51 Sudden bursts 
of activity 

54 Saroyan's 
"My Name 
is — ” 

55 Weight 
allowance 

57 Director 
wertmulier 

59 Propound 

60 Gratify 
62 Bath. 

for one 
64 MR. title 


The bidding: 
West North 

East 

South 

Pass 

Pass 

1 * 

Pass 

2 * 

Pass 

4 * 

5 7 

Pass 

Pass 

5 * 

6 7 

Pass 

Pass 

Dbl 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 




Opening lead: Jack of * 

Even experts disagree about how 
to bid a hand with a long, strong 
suit. Some believe in entering the 
auction immediately and bidding 
slowly. Others favor bidding as 
much as possible at the first oppor- 


tunity. And still others advocate ly- 
ing in wait as long as possible in the 
hope of stealing the contract, 
doubled. 

Obviously, South was a member 
of the latter school. While little 
about the auction appeals to us (ev- 
eryone bid as if they were looking at 
an ace more than they held), the 
final outcome was gratifying for 
South, although he developed a few 
gray hairs until he got a glimpse of 
dummy. 

East won the first trick with the 
ace of spades and shifted to a club. 
Declarer won and cashed the ace of 
trumps to find out about the 2-0 
break. Leaving one trump outstand- 
ing, declarer cashed the ace of dia- 
monds and ruffed a diamond high, 
felling ' the queen. After entering 
dummy by overtaking the seven of 
trumps with the ten, declarer ruffed 
another diamond, this time drop- 
ping the king and setting up the 
jack. 

It was time to lead the carefully 
preserved three of trumps to the ta- 
ble’s four. That provided the entry 
for declarer to take two club dis- 
cards on the queen of spades and 
jack of diamonds to make his slam. 
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By Johnny Hart 



YOUR STARS 



ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
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"We've got to wait for the 
shock to wear off. He nearly 
drove off an 800 -foot cliff/' 


Aries (March 20 - April 18) 

You will be able to get a move on. 
Mars'nnore negative influence will 
miHtaie against a personal matter. 

You should avoid being excessively 

suspicious. Be forgiving. 


Taurus (April 19 - May 19) 

The Mood's better influence will 
help you to overcome a certain 
degree ofioertia. You will be able to 
do something very much to your 
liking. Do coital everything quite 

so seriously. Be cordial. 


Cancer ( June 2! - July 21) 

You will be berter able to face the 
facts. You should avoid jumping to 
conclusions. Nor should you allow 
your emotions to distort your jud- 
gement. Be sensible. 




Libra (Sept. 22 - Oa. 22) 

The situation requires you to bea 
little more careful. Mercury's 
influence wiD help you to deal with 
your immediate problems. You 
should give precedence to com- 
monsense. Be prepared to learn. 





Gemini (May 20 - June 20) 

You will feel somewhat more 
tense and less read}' to accept things 
as they are. You will find more 
doors open to you. but you would 
do well to see where they lead first. 


Leo (July 22 - Aug. 21) 

You will not be in the best of 
moods. There wfll however be lots 
of interesting things happening 
around you. You should try to 
strike a better balance between 
work and leisure. 


Virgo (Aug. 22 - Sept. 21 ) 

Mars's better influence will help 
you to make good progress. You 
will have plenty of energy but 
should not dissipate it. Do not say 
all you think. Be tactful. 


Scorpio (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 

You wfll be able to make some 
important changes. You must try 
to moderate your expenditure. Do 
not reveal too much to a relative 
stranger. Be more moderate. 



Sagittarius (Nov. 22- Dec. 21) 
You should consider the alter- 
natives carefully before making up 
yourmind. You must doall ydu can 
to avoid getting into an argument. 
Do not try to get out of a promise 
you have made. Be rd table. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22 - Jan 19) 
Do not do anything that would 
prejudice your ability to act impar- 
tially. To beon time for an appoint- 
ment you must allow for traffic 
delays. Make sure you are properly 
dressed for the occasion. Be gen- 
erous. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 
You should deal with urgent 
matters first. Make sure you get 
enough rest however much you 
have to do. You should do all you 
can not to lose your temper. Be 
more hopefuL 

You will be a a raU ,cr ^ 

mood. You will be able, odo Wmc - 

^■oyourlikiu*. You should 
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For a woman in politics, choosing a wardrobe is a major 
decision. Dressing to create a look of distinguished 
elegance, not too frivolous or frumpy, decent but not dull is 
a teasing diplomatic equation whose solution varies from 
country to country. Mistakes carry a heavy penalty as both 
Mrs Reagan and Mrs Gorbachev have discovered to their 
cost. 


By Sarah Mower 

POLITICIANS and their dress 
have become a matter of con- 
siderable interest. All now wed- 
ded to the television camera 
and the advertising campaign, 
they must be sure that the way 
they look stands up to the 
scrutiny of a public that is 
skilled in the reading of images. 

Like it or not they must strike 
a compromise with fashion, 
making it work towards per- 
sonal iconographies that speak 
of power, permanence, char- 
isma and Lhe justice of the 
cause. 

The decade has also seen 
more ‘interest in politicians' 
wives — no longer worthy and 
invisible creatures, but active 
women wbo shed a flattering 
light on their husbands' 
political profiles. Nancy 
Reagan, Glenys Kinnock. 
Danielle Mitterrand and Raisa 
Gorbachev score points simply 
by appearing a i their husbands' 
elbows looking fabulous. 

For a woman in politics,' 
choosing a wardrobe is a 
delicate business. Dressing to 
create a look of distinguished 
elegance, not too frivolous or 
frumpy, decent but never dull, 
is a teasing diplomatic equation 
whose solution varies subtly 
from country to country. Mis- 
takes carry a heavy penalty. 
Being photographed looking a 
mess makes even better 
ammunition for political 


opponents, as both Nancy 
Reagan and Raisa Gorbachev 
have discovered.' 

Politicians’ wives are often 
targeted as visible proof of their 
husbands' self-aggrandisement 

— sometimes, as in the case of 
Imelda Marcos, evidence of 
actual abuse of power. Almost 
without exception, political 
women, are expected to appear 
in public in clothes that origin- 
ate in their own countries. 

Yet even the practical policy 
of going to a few trusted home- 
grown designers can provoke 
jealousies, questions about 
overspending, or whisperings 
of corruption in places where 
the acceptance of free frocks is 
regarded as dubious practice. 

Until recently, the British 
remained innocent of these 
nuances: all the British required 
of women in politics was that 
they wear their party colours 
on big occasions. Mrs Thatcher 
and Mrs Kinnock have all but 
abandoned the practice, except 
for large rallies and election 
nights. “You can only wear red 
so many ways. The colour of 
your clothes doesn't change 
your beliefs.’' Glenys Kinnock 
has put it Both women have 
gone into more sophisticated 
modes of attack. Though Mrs 
Thatcher has been careful to 
tread the sober line — "It’s not 
my job to be a fashion leader” 

— the nation has been far from 
oblivious to her progress style. 
During her first term her stiff, 
unremarkable suits and pussy- 



Mrs Aquino has a ‘housewife president’ image, in contrast to the 
sartorial ostentation of Mrs Marcos. 




V 





cat bow ties looked like text- 
book borrowings from John 
Money’s 1975 manual,Dress 
For Success, a method devised 
to camouflage the executive 
woman in a “man's world” 

Now that the British political 
world is so clearly hers, Mrs 
Thatcher has thrown off male 
disguise. Tbe transformation 
was most dramatically 
apparent in Moscow last, year, 
when the Prime Minister 
appeared in a series of flattering 
Aquascutum coats and suits, 
blonder and lighter of figure. 

Though the British may 
approve the sleeker look of 
their political leaders, overt 
designer spending habits would 
still be round questionable. 

In France a quite different 
political morality applies. Just 
as no capital can be made out of 
politicians' extra-marital 
affairs fn France (everyone 
expects it), the wearing of costly 
dotbes by women in politics 
raises no eyebrows: it is the 
norm. Paris ready-to-wear and 
couture are regarded, proudly, 
as major exports, and it is 
thought only correct that top 
people should wear top desig- 
ners. 

Whereas in England a public 
figure's poli tical persuasion can 
usually be guessed at a glance, 
in France mere's a democracy 
of high style — both Left and 
Right can wear it- Thus Danie- 
lle Mitterrand can wear clothes 
from Saint Laurent, Ungaro 
and Guy Laroche and Madame 
Chirac can patronise Scherrer, 
no questions asked. Simone 
Veil can dress in Chanel with- 
out anyone accusing her of 
extravagance. . To cause any- 
thing like a stir, a French 

■Ml nit tfli til* • 


Mrs Thatcher who was recently on the best dressed list of women, 

has soft eoedher sty leofdressmg although she says'lt'suotmy job 

to be a fashion leader.* 


s rood firm :m that same year Lhe 

Best Dressed List bestowed a 
Special Award on “Nancy 
Reagan and friends for focus- 
ing the attention of women 
throughout the world on the 
luxurious but casual California 
style.” New York Times 
fashion expert, Bernadine 
Morris, observed that Mrs 
Reagan's band-box style of 
dress, her penchant for little 
suits with white collars, for red 
and for off-the-shoulder, 
grand-entrance evening gowns 
had made her “a fashion leader 
for the middle-aged.” 
Nevertheless, the President 
and Mrs Reagan have been 
careful to ground their glitzy 
image with- frequent, studiedly 
casual photo-calls at their 


-"TpoEtJcmn-s wife mustgo4orthc"^ — **CdlifDl*fiian ranch.- wtarifig 


ana spreadeaglingnETerse 
across the pages of Penthouse 
as did Madame Le Pen. 

Dream 

Nancy Reagan can only 
dream of such national 
attitudes. First ladies of the 
United States are permitted, by 
unofficial public consensus, to 
choose to wear designer 
clothes, but they must be 
prepared to take the cob- 
sequences if they overstep the 
mark. 

Right from the beginning of 
the Reagans' tenure at the 
White House, Mrs Reagan has 
found her clothes the subject of 
resounding row, to which 
Women’s Wear Daily, the 
international media and US 
designers have enthusiastically 
contributed. In 1981, the Los 
Angeles Herald headlined Mrs 
Reagan as “The Woman Wbo 
Would Be Queen,” criticising 
her acquisition of a $5,000 
Galanos gown. The White 
House issued a statement that 
Mrs Reagan's gowns were in 
fact borrowed: “She accepted 
the dress to help the American 
fashion industry.” T o prove her 
sincerity, she promised to don- 
ate thirteen of her gowns to the 
Parsons School of Design. 
Geoff rey Beene, who had desig- 
ned for Mrs Jolmson and Mrs 
Nixon, weighed in with a coun- 
ter-attack : “They claim she is 
helping the American fashion 
industry . I didn't know it was in 
such dire straits. 

Her supporters, however. 




assuming a just-folks air to 
reassure the nation. But per- 
haps even Mrs Reagan’s 
opponents were thankful for 
her lacquered glamour at the 
moment when Raisa Gorba- 
chev turned up in the West, 
looking dangerously good. 

Never had a Russian leader’s 
wife been so risible, so elegant, 
so brilliant. Mrs Gorbachev 
was revealed to be a doctor of 
philosophy and a lecturer at 
Moscow University, a looker 
and a dresser. As a Sunday 
Times profile summed it up: 
“One of Raisa’s greatest 
services to her country has been 
singlehandedly to undermine 
the world's stereotype of Soviet 
woman as fat and masculine- 
looking with scarves tied under 
their chins.” She has shown a 
taste for fur trims, silver fox 
coats, pearl and crystal ear- 
rings. suede boots and make- 
up. Her haircut has been much 
copied in the USSR, and on 
visits abroad she has been the 
subject of fascinated approval. 
In Paris in 1985. she caused 
- astonishment by visiting Pierce 
Cardin and Yves Saint 
Laurent. 

In 1986, the Americans, 
recognising Raisa's positive PR 
power, were furious when she 
turned up “unscheduled” for 
the Reykjavik Summit Con- 
ference, for they had not 
thought to send Nancy. But not 
everyone approved. Just as Mrs 
Reagan must suffer the jibes of 
her detractors, so Raisa Gorba- 
chev is bearing the brunt of a 


subversive video currently cir- 
culating in the USSR, depicting 
her as vain and extravagant. 

Other countries are more 
cautious. Politicians in the 
Third World, in Middle and 
Far Eastern states have 
ambivalent attitudes towards 
Western fashion. The degree to 
which they choose to be seen in 
Westernised dress directly 
mirrors their sympathies 
towards Western powers and 
value systems. Political dress- 
ing must take into account a 
sense of national pride, religion 
and propriety, notions of 
progressiveness and the place 
of women in society. 

Tradition 

The flamboyant Benazir 
-- Bhuttoof Palristairhas a more 
-tentative- -approach; - con- 


strained by Muslim tradition 
and her unconventional and 
difficult position as an Asian 
female political leader in 
opposition. Addressing sup- 
porters of her People’s Party m 
Pakistan, she wore “Shalwar- 
Kamiz” her head covered by 
the diaphanousdupatta, accor- 
ding to Muslim standards of 
modesty. Yet her photographs 



Nancy Reagan and Raisa Gorbachev: both women haw 
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wouldn’t have looked out of place in Joan ColBns’ wardrobe- 


on tbe occasion of her 
engagement to Asif Ah Zardari 
in London and her wedding 
told a different story. Benazir 
posed, head bare, hair swept 
back. Though she wore 
fashionable Punjabi shalwar 
trousers, her spotted silk tunic 
dress with puffed and padded 
shoulders wouldn't have 
looked out of place in Joan 
Collins' wardrobe. 

In the Philippines, Cory 
Aquino has carte blanche to 
dress quietly, her people 
grateful for the contrast bet- 
ween . her “Housewife- 
President” image and the 
memory of the infamous sar- 
torial ostentation of Madame 
Marcos. As a constant salutary 
reminder of tbe different bet- 
ween old regime and'new. Mrs 
Aquino has opened the Mar- 
cos' Malacanang Palace for 
public viewing, with Imelda's 
seventy-foot -square wardrobe, 
its 1,200 dress, 3,000 pairs of 
shoes and $50,000 mink coats 
displayed as riveting evidence 
of the absolute corruption of 
absolute power. 

There is an identifiable 
Esperanto of political style that 
is understood and approved of 
almost everywhere. It is the 
look pioneered in the 1960s by 
Jacqueline Kennedy, dirised 
for her by Oleg Cassini.out of 
ChaneL Over thirty years, the 
collar less jacket, the braided 
suit, the gilt buttons have 
remained appropriate, easily 
copied, elegant and wearable 
for every woman — the 
ultimate tribute to the success 
of Chanel's ambition to dress 
women for effective lives in the 
modern- world. Mrs Thatcher, 
Mrs Reagan, even Cory 
Aquino have reason to thank 
Chanel and Jackie O for forging 
such a reliable look, though 
Mrs Onassis might take the 
compliment a trifle ruefully. 
Although she cut a quintessen- 
tially well-dressed figure in 
world politics, she was constan- 
tly attacked on the matter ofher 
clothes. When she was announ- 
ced as number one in the Best 
Dressed List in 1 960, her weary 
response was one that has been 
echoed by women in politics 
ever since. “I don't want to be a 
fashion symbol, I just want to 
be appropriately dressed. 
Gothes are a nuisance to me. 
Dressing is just something that 
has to be done.” 


■HMm 
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COMPETITION NO. 63 


PRIZES 


First Full House: KD 100 
Second Full House: KD 60 
Third Full House: KD 40 
Top Line: KD 25 
Four Corners: KD 25 

HurvyS make sure you get your Arab Times 


1 Solve rtie due underneath the entry card 
(below) and enter the number that you 
think Is the answer in the shaded square 
on Hie left-hand side of the card. This 
square must be completed. 

2. Now select a further 14 numbers bet- 
ween 1 and 90 Inclusive and enter these 
In the remaining open squares. You 
should now have 1 5 DIFFERENT numbers 
on your card. Please write them dearly. In 
ballpoint or ink. 

3. TO in your name and address In Hie 


FREE BINGO 


appropriate Ones on the form. In Mock 
letters. 

4. Moke an exact copy of yarn 15 numbers 
on the copy card provided underneath, 
and keep It so that you con cheek oft 
your numbers as they appear In the 
ARAB TIMES every day. 

5. Register you Free Bingo entry by sending 
It to the ARAB TIMES. Read details below 
carefully. 

6. Watch out tor YOUR numbers each 
morning In the ARAB TIMES. 


No. 63 ENTRY 



ANSWER THIS CLUE IN THE SHADED SQUARE: 

THREE SCORE THREE 


NAME (Mr./Mrs./Miss) 


ADDRESS 


IS YOUR NAME ON THE BACK OF THE ENVELOPE? 


FREE BINGO 


No. 63 COPY 



Howto 

claim 


EVERYDAY four numbers 
will appear on Page Two. 
A number may be repeat- 
ed. If this happens, con- 
tinue with the nest of the 
numbers. Check off on 
your copy card tbe num- 
ber or numbers which 
coincide with your selec- 
ted numbers. Do this 
every day. 

Please make a note of tbe last 
number you checked off, 
Le. the one that completes 
your claim. Claimants 
will be asked to give this 
nnmber which will decide 
the allocation of prizes. 

When you have a claim, 
phone: 4813566/272 or 
287 between 12 noon and 
1 pm. Claims after 1 pm 
WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. You or 
anyone telephoning for 
you must have your copy 
card when the claim is 
made. 


1. Thera is no entry fee, but on entries must be on separate 
ARAB TIMES forms and only entries from one competitor may 
be enclosed in the same envelope. 

2. The number of each day's list win be read from left to right 
wfth the left hand number bolngtfte first of the day. The order 
then continues to the right. Ctalmants with one number wUI 
have preference over claimants with two or more numbers. 

3. All the claimants' entries will be opened at 1 pm on the day 
claims are made and depending upon the correct due and aH 
numbers checked being correct, the last number checked oft 
by the claimant will be the criterion for awarding the prizes 
according to the priority of the number published on that day 
from left to the right. 

4. If there Is a tie. the winning name will be drawn from a hat. 

5. The derision of the fudges is final and no correspondence 
can be entered into. Employees of Hie Arab Times and AJ- 
Seyassah Organisation and their families are not eligible to 
enter. 

.6. No responsibility can be accepted for delayed or missing 
entries, or altered or mutilated entries although the date 
franked on envelopes will be accepted so long as it Is prior to 
the competition starting date. Envelopes without names, 
initials on Hie back, initials In front, and those received after 
the closing time detailed on this form will be disqualified. 

7. No numbers at anytime will be told over the telephone. 

B. Claims must be on the some day's numbers. Claims with 
previous day's numbers will not be entertained. 


Is the initial of your surname in the front of the envelope? 


PLEASE PRINT YOUR NAME 
ON THE BACK OF THE 
ENVELOPE AND INITIAL OF 
YOUR SURNAME.ONTHE LEFT 
HAND TOP CORNER IN FRONT. 

This is essential for the speedy check- 
ing of claims. Entries received without 
names and initials as mentioned 
above wifi be disqualified 
When you have completed your entry 


card and copy card and filled in your 
name and address, send in your 
entries, by post, addressed to: 

Bingo, 

Arab Times, 

P.O. Box 2270, 

13023 Safat Kuwait 
A surer alternative is to deliver by 
hand to the Arab Times, Al-Seyassah 
Building, Airport Road, Shuwaikh. 
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Indonesia 
to continue 
economic 
adjustments, 
says minister 

JAKARTA, Feb 21, (Opecna): 
Indonesia would have to con- 
tinue making structural adjust- 
ments in its economic and mon- 
etary policies to ofTset the sus- 
tained unfavourable trends in the 
world economy. Finance Mini- 
ster Dr Radius Prawiro said here. 

Speaking at a working session 
with the parliamentary budget 
commission here yesterday, he 
said that the oil price and the 
volatility of the dollar exchange 
rate could bring difficulties and 
problems to the 1988-89 budget 
and Indonesia's balance of 
payments. 

The minister said that alth- 
ough reduced economic growth 
in the United States. Japan and 
West Germany, was to be expec- 
ted, the impact, of such a trend 
would not be as great for Indon- 
esia as developments in the oil 
price and Lhe dollar's exchange 
rale. 

“The only possible answer to 
these challenges and problems 
lies in making further structural 
adjustments m our production 
and export sectors," he said. 

Policies 

The minister said that the new 
policies were in essence the 
application of a five-point 
strategy aimed at: 

— the continuation of 
deregulation and de-bureaucrat- 
isation of procedures in produc- 
tion and trade, 

— maintaining fiscal policies 
in strict adherence to the princi- 
ple of a balanced slate budget in 
order to promote economic 
growth while simultaneously 
preserving economic stability, 

— the continuation of extend- 
ing priorities to the most produc- 
tive and efficient projects in its 
relation to development fund 
allocation. 

— adoption of monetary 
policies oriented towards a long- 
term strategy aimed at increasing 
the availability of domestically 
created funding sources, and 

— maximizing growth in the 
face of funds shortages, through 
extending priorities to export- 
oriented industries while 
promoting import-substitution 
industries. 


Abu Dhabi 
buyslOpcof 
Spanish oil firm 

ABU DHABI. Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Abu Dhabi's International 
Petroleum Investment Corpora- 
tion (Ipic) has agreed to buy a 10 
per cent stake in Spain's main 
refining and petrochemical com- 
pany Cepsa, official sources said 
today. 

They said Ipic would pay 
around S 1 20 million and get two 
seats of Cepsa's board under an 
accord signed last month in Abu 
Dhabi's first major overseas 
investment in Lhe downstream oil 
industry. 

Juaan Salem, undersecretary 
of Abu Dhabi's finance depart- 
ment. was quoted earlier this 
week us saying that the lime was 
right for Ipic to invest in Western 
countries. 

He told A1 Bayan newspaper 
that it would favour joint invest- 
ment with industrialised coun- 
tries “to allow us the possibility 
and the ability to market our oil 
production in their domestic 
markets.'* 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 

Fear and doubt still stalk Wall Street and London exchanges ■ ^ 

Outlooks for world stock markets vary v 


NEW YORK, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Fear and doubt sdll stalk the 
Wall Street and London stock 
exchanges four months after the 
crash, but Tokyo is one bright 
spot where brokers predict share 
prices will soon match their 
record highs. 

The New York Stock 
Exchange, the second-biggest 
market but still the trendsetter, 
celebrated the four-month 
anniversary of the October 19 
sell-off by lifting the Dow Jones 
industrial average well above 
2,000 on Friday. It closed at 
2.014.59. 

The market has advanced 
steadily, recouping more than 
250 points, on a batch of econ- 
omic reports that suggest the US 
economy will avert a recession 
and on a resurgence in corporate 
takeovers and selective bargain- 
hunting. 

Down 

But the blue-chip index is still 
26 per cent down from its 1987 
peak and almost no-one sees an 
early surge over 2,700. 

Among the mosL optimistic, 
Michael Metz of Oppenheimer 
and Co. predicts the rising cycle 
will carry the Dow to 2.500 in the 
next four to five months. 

“A new bull market began Dec 
4 when the stock market tested its 
Oct 1 9 low of 1 ,739" Metz says. 

But most others concede that 
investors are grappling with a 
bear markeL Eugene Peroni of 
brokerage house Janney Mont- 
gomery Scott sees the Dow rising 
. in the next few weeks to 2,200, 
possibly 2,300 points — “but no 
higher." 

Investors 

Peroni believes investors are 
still worried by the absence of a 
dear explanation for the crash, 
which pulled the Dow down a 
record 508 points in a single ses- 
sion and wiped S500 billion from 
investors' portfolios. 

Investors in London appear to 
be even more unsettled, and 
neither strong growth forecasts 
nor Lhe buoyant British economy 
seem able to dispel that mooef. 
The Financial Times-stock 
exchange index of 100 key shares 
closed at 1,729.8 points on 
Friday, down nearly 30 per cent 
from last year's highs. . . 

“It's .all. very depressing and 
becalmed/’ says Jan Harwood of 
Warburg Securities. The market, 
the third most important after 
Tokyo and New York, is bur- 
dened by fears that an overheat- 
ing economy will leave the Bank 
of England little choice but to 
clamp down on credit. 

“We usually get a nice run-up 
ahead-ofa budget, but this year it 
looks like there is going to be a 
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break with tradition," a London 
trader says. 

Only in the Tokyo market are 
investors i tchin g to break last 
year's records. “The feeling now 
is that the market should reach 
old levels by mid-summer," says 
Hank Sawa with Prudential- 
Bacher Securities in Tokyo. 

“The market should hit a new 
high at the end of March, surpas- 
sing the 26,646.43 record set on 
October 14," says an even more 
bullish broker at Nikko 
Securities. 

The Tokyo market, the 
world's biggest, is only seven per 
cent down from its peak, com- 
pared with 26 per cent for Wall 
Street 

“I wouldn’t be at all surprised 
to see (the Japanese) market do 
well and ours poorly," says econ- 
omist Hugh Johnson with First 
Albany Corp. in New York. 

Steps 

“The economic outlook there 
israore positive than itis here and 
.the. reason is that jbeyjve taken 
steps — like lower interest rates 
— to stimulate demand,” John- 
son says. 

The best forecasts put US 
growth this year at a sluggish 2. 5 
per cent, while Japan’s economy 
is expected to expand by nearly 
four per cent. Growing con- 
sumer demand has driven Japan- 
ese retail shares up sharply in 
recent weeks. 


Another sign of the Tokyo 
market's health is the strong per- 
formance of Japan's big 
securities houses in con Lrast with 
Wall Street's brokerage firms, 
which have reported big losses 
and fired more than 1 6,000 work- 
ers. 

The Tokyo market could still 
stumble if the dollar fell sharply, 
darkening the outlook of Japan's 
exporting firms and for the world 
economy. 

Deficit 

“If we are talking about 
America, the most important 
factors are that they cut the bud- 
get deficit and the trade deficit 
starts to faU. If that happens, 
then Tokyo should stay calm,” 
says Hiroyuki Wada, manager at 
Okasan Securities. 

I n the mon Lhs before Lhe crash, 
a few American analysts worried 
that Japanese shares, selling at 
more than 60 times earnings, 
might be greatly overvalued. 
They are now selling at about 53 
limes earnings, but that is still 
four times higher than the price- 
earnings ratios in Britain and the 
United States. 

“That concern is well founded 
— even today,” says economist 
Johnson, who fears the Japanese 
market may be headed fora drop 
further down in line. 

The smaller stock markets 
around the world, many of which 


fell further and longer than the 
big exchanges, are now strug- 
gling up a slippery slope and 
occasionaly falling back. 

Normally cautious West Ger- 
man investors are returning to 
the Frankfurt stock market, tak- 
eover speculation has fired 
activity in the Paris bourse and 
brokers in the battered markets 
in Sydney and Wellington 
believe the worst is over. 

The world’s markets, locked m 
Step in the dark days after 
October 1 9 and 20, are now rising 
and ebbing independently as the 
prospects of another monster 
crash recede. 

Reuter correspondents report: 

Frankfurt The West German 
market, which continued to slide 
for weeks after October 20. is 
expected to continue the advance 
begpn at the start of February, 
economists say. 

“There is no danger of a ren- 
ewed collapse in share prices, but 
the market also lacks the strength 
for a s harp and sustaiiled ‘rise 
across the board/ 4 says Peter 
Pietsch, senior economist with 
Commerzbank AG. 

The Frankfurter Allegemeine 
Zeitung 1 00-share index stood at 
440 points on Friday, up 1 1 per 
cent from a three-year low of 
396.39 points recorded on Jan- 
uary 29. But the index was still 35 
per cent below its 1 987 highs and 
42 per cent below its all-time high 


of 753.88 on April 17, 1986. 

Paris: The Paris market has 
bounced back smartly in the past 
month on takeover speculation, 
which has lifted the Cac General 
index 1 8.5 per cent from its post- 
crash low of 251.3 at the end of 
January. The index is still 30 per 
cent down from its pre-crash 
level of about 389. 

Takeover bids for Martel! 
Cognac House, Benedictine 
Liqueurs and La Tclemecanique 
Eleetrique fuelled activity and 
boosted share prices, brokers 
said. 

“Foreign investors are coming 
in on the major stocks because 
they see life stirring in the market 
again,” says Francois-Xavier 
Rousseau, an analyst with Sellier 
Sa. 

“It’s difficult Lo make any sort 
of prognosis beyond the (French 
presidential) elections” in April 
and May, Rousseau adds. 

Sydney: The mood is improv- 
ing at the battered Sydney 
Exchange, where shares lost 44 
per cent of their value in October 
alone, but trading volume has 
fallen to a fifth of what it was 
before the crash. 

Sydney's All-Ordinaries index 
finished at 1,243 points on 
Friday, up from its post-crash 
low of 1 ,170.7 in January but far 
below its October of 2353.4. 

“We might see a few more ■ 
bears in between, but it's a good 
bet to say in the next few months 
we would see a consolidating 
period and perhaps a rise of 15 


per cent to 20 per cent,” says lan 
Hardy with brokerage house 
Bain and Co. 

Australia's market suffered 
more than most because it had 
risen extremely fast. In addition, 
the many resource-oriented 
stocks on the Sydney exchange 
plunged on last year’s wide- 
spread fears'of a global recession. 

Hong Kong: Shares in Hong 
Kong are still way off their 1 987 
highs and trading volume has 
dwindled to 10 per cent of pre- 
crash levels as foreign investors 
have retreated from the market. 

The Hang Seng index's latest 
dose was at 2328.04 points, 41 
percent down from its 1987 peak 
of 3,949.73. 

. '■ Few stockbrokers are coxnfor- 

will go from here — a few predict 
it wm peak at3,000points, others 
worry it will fall below 2,000. 

International investors have 
not yet forgiven the exchange for 
dosing the market in the week of 
October 20. The upheaval also 
has underscored much uncer- 
tainty about the British colony’s 
political future in the run-up to 
its handover to China in 1 997. 


American energy boosts job-creating ability 


NEW YORK, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
The ability of the US economy lo 
create thousands of new jobs 
each month — the envy of most 
of Europe — reflects a dynamism 
and movement that Europeans 
don't share, says economist and 
author David Birch. 

Yet this energy, which gives 
the Uni Led Slates a jobless rate 
nearly half that of Europe, can 
lead lo more pain and dislocation 
for workers if economic growth 
tapers off, as ilmay in the months 
ahead, says Birch. 

The US government reported 
last week that the national unem- 
ployment rate had fallen to a 


nine-year low of 5.8 per cent. 

The number of jobless in even 
the strongest West European 
economies hovers around the 10 
per cent mark and, according to 
Birch, Europeans tend to stay 
out of work longer than their 
American counterparts. 

In a New Book “Job creation 
in America," Birch, a lecturer at 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT), says the dis- 
parity reflects a variety of his- 
torical factors that have fostered 
an “entrepreneurial" spirit in the 
United States and hampered it in 
Europe. 

That is a key point because 


entrepreneurial firms — those 
seeking to fill a gap in the market 
or create a new prod uct — are the 
source of most new jobs in the 
industrial world, he says. 

In contrast, entrepreneurs in 
America are an admired group, 
viewed as courageous risk-tak- 
ers. “We don't have an elite class 
that looks down on entrepren- 
eurship,” Birch said. 

There are other factors, some 
rooted as far back as the middle 
ages, which Birch says explain 
why the start-up rate for new 
businesses is three times higher in 
the United States than it is in 
Britain. 


“Building upon its feudal 
foundation of noblesse oblige, 
the Europeans have transformed 
the feudal contract, in which the 
serf pays allegiance and taxes to 
the noble in return for protec- 
tion, into governmental guaran- 
tees that practically no one will 
go unfed, unhoused or uncared 
for," Birch said. 

In the United States, a 
radically different tax structure 
permits a greater concentration 
of wealth in a few hands. It is this 
surplus wealth that has fuelled 
the growth of America's small 
businesses. In Europe, 'venture 
capital is far more scarce. 


Laws and regulations govern- 
ing business are looser in the 
United States, giving business 
owners more flexibility. 

In contrast, “Europeans face a 
host of rules governing their right 
to close down facilities, fire 
workers, relocate operations, 
reduce wages and benefits and so 
forth,” Birch added. 

This situation has begun to 
change in. recent years, par- 
ticularly in Britain under Con- 
servative Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher. “The British are 
changing their outlook. Mrs 
Thatcher’s revolution is a cul- 
tural change,” said Birch. 


‘Indian budget should provide tools to reduce growing black money’ 


How to protect the Plan and non-Plan development needs 


NEW DELHI. Feb 21: What are 
the main ideas that should con- 
tain in the coming budget? 

How not to raise resources: 
The major idea is that the budget 
should propose Lo raise resources 
to finance all the activities 
approved by Parliament. Right 
here, we are starling the 1 988-89 
budgeL on lhe wrong fool, by 
raising resources without the 
authorisation of Parliament, 
according to Economic Times. 

Hikes in the so called adminis- 
tered prices have occurred 
regularly over the past five years 
just before the budgets were 
presented lo Parliament- This 
year, the hikes have covered six 
areas coal, steel, edible oils, 
drugs, petrol and newsprint. 

While the coal and steel price 
hikes can be regarded as a com- 
mercial decision to cover cost 
escalation (though why they are 
not absorbed by improved 
productivity, us was suggested by 
ex-finance minister V.P. Singh’s 
discussion paper on adminis- 
tered prices, in never made dear), 
the petrol price hike is purely a 
revenue raising measure which 
has pre-empictl the powers of 
Parliament. which will, 
therefore, not have before it a 
complete pid ure of the raising of 
revenues. 

One cannot accept the official 
explanation that the petrol price 


hike is lo restrain Lhe rate of 
increase of consumption of 
petrol, first because that is belied 
by the government’s over-gen- 
erous automobile policy for two- 
wheelers, and second because, 
short of rationing petrol, price 
hikes do not reduce the rale of 
growth of petrol consumption 
(except when it is of a brutal 
nature as in the two years of the 
'oil shock’). 

So we start with a crippled, 
budget, in the sense that more 
Lhan Rs2000 crores is being 
raised as revenue in 1988-89 
without any budget review and 
authorisation by Parliament. 

Resources 

There is a need to ingrease 
resources as shown by one simple 
fact, which one hopes, will be 
presented honesily to 
Parliament, and that is that des- 
pite the unanticipated growth of 
15 percent in revenue collections 
in the first eight months April- 
November of lhe current fiscal 
year, the deficit is well above the 
budgeted Rs 5688 crores. 

Further, the mid-term review 
of the Seventh Plan by the Plan- 
ning Commission (whose con- 
clusions are being leaked to the 
public in bits and pieces) warns 
that the Plan faces a serious 
resource shortage in the last two 
years, of how much is not made 
public, but which can reasonably 


be between 10 percent and 15 per 
cent. 

So the first task of the forth- 
coming budget is to protect the 
Plan and the non-Plan develop- 
ment needs. 

Taxes 

Of Lhe various means of raising 
resources, there is first the tax 
instrument. Here again, a 
negative point should be made 
on taxes, and that is that indirect 
taxes (excise and customs) 
should not be further raised as 
far as possible, because of their 
regressive effect on the poor, and 
their cascading impact on indus- 
try, particularly small and 
medium industry. 

In any case we have today a 
fiscal system which raises nearly. 
90 percent of its revenue through 
indirect taxes, and this, if any- 
thing, needs to be reversed. 

This leaves direct taxes, and 
here a general guideline that one 
would suggest is to return to the 
pre-1985 direct tax structure 
which means (i) in personal 
income-tax, reducing Lhe exemp- 
tion level lo Rs 1 5000. 

Going back to the 1985 tax 
slab rates, incorporating sur- 
charges as a permanent measure, 
(ii) incorporate taxes restoring 
the surcharges and revising Arti- 
cle 80(c) so as to remove the 
various deductions and conces- 
sions and in place impose a lower 


flat rate, so that all firms pay tax. 
including the current non-tax 
paying firms, (iii) restoring Lhe 
levy or estate duty, and (iv) 
proposing the Laxing of agricul- 
tural incomes above the exemp- 
tion should take parallel action 
to amend the tax provisions of 
the constitution along the lines-of 
the recommendations of the 
Sarkaria Commission report, 
and also in regard to agricultural 
income-tax. 

One important source of 
revenue is that generated by the 
public sector which was 
estimated at Rs 35,485 crores (at 
1984-85 prices) for the Seventh 
Plan, of which Rs 22,01 3 crores 
are from Union enterprises. 

In the first two years, the 
Union enterprises have raised Rs 
5700 crores at current prices, 
which means that at this rate 
there would be a shortfall of 
about 50 per cent in resource 
generational 1984-85- 

This should be corrected by 
the budget by proposing lo 
implement fully the Aijun Sen 
Gupta committee recommenda- 
tions, and giving the enterprises 
the autonomy necessary lo ena- 
ble them to run their units as 
profit-making concerns, so that 
the shortfall in the resource gen- 
eration target becomes smaller 
and minimal. 

The Plan for 1988-89 and the 


maintenance of the created assets 
and completion of projects star- 
ted earlier should be protected 
and fully financed by the budget 
This requires not only raising 
resources, but also reductions in 
expenditures of 1988-89 along 
the following lines: 

The balance from Current 
Revenue (BCR) has turned 
negative for each of the first three 
years and has increased from one 
year to the next, at — Rs526 
crores in 1985-86. — Rsl498 
crores in 1986-87, and an 
estimated — Rs2698 crores in 
1987-88. 

While it is now too late to 
correct this factor for the 1988-89 
budget, the last two years should 
be so managed as to stay within 
the plan provision of — Rs 5249 
crores for BCR. 

Expenditures 

The forthcoming budget 
should review and reduce the 
escalating non-plan expen- 
ditures which were Rs29,705 
crores in 1985-86, Rs33,396 
crores in 1986-87. and an 
estimated Rs39,266 crores in 
1987-88. 

Even Lhe Rs650 crores prop- 
osed to be saved in 1 987-88 as an 
austerity measure seems to have 
been reduced to Rs400 crores in 
the supplementary demand 
presented to the winter session of 
Parliament. 


So, in place of the rhetoric 
which every finance minister, 
including the Prime Minister, has 
indulged in, the following 
proposals should be considered: 

Holding defence expenditure 
at the 1 98788 figure of Rs 1 2,572 
crores as a maximum. 

In fact, it would seem, on the 
basis of some quick exercises, 
that an item -by-item review to 
■ ensure cost effectiveness can save 
about Rs3000 crores of the above 
figure without decreasing in any 
manner the efficiency, effective- 
ness and preparedness of the 
defence forces. 

Cutting subsidies, which have 
also been rising from Rsl543 
crores in 1979-80 to Rs4929 
crores in 1985-86, Rs 5579 crores 
in 1986-87, and a budgeted Rs 
5605 crores in 1987-88. by Rs 
i 500 crores on fertilisers and Rs 
500 crores on exports in 1988-89. 

The budget should also 
propose and prepare for a fiscal 
policy which can along with 
selective credit controls, reduce 
imports, rather than simply con- 
tinue various subsidies to 
exports, which have been mis- 
used. It should also provide well- 
known and accepted tools for 
reducing the growing ‘black 
• \wallh’ in the countiy. and the 
flight abroad to tax-free havens 
of our hard earned foreign 
exchange resources. 


Venezuela strengthens its 
world oil market position 

LONDON, Feb 21, (Opecna): V enezuela has strengthened ih 
world oil market position through direct mves tmeafs in the 
downstream sector in consuming countries, according to the wad 
of national oil company, Pdvsa. 

Dr Joan Chatin told the Institute of Petroleum in a speech here 
last week that the Venezuelan strategy was geared towards the 
“overriding objective” of integrating the upstream activities with 
the end-oser market. 

Venezuela also believed that its investments served the purpose 
of recognising the interdependence between oil producers and 
consumers, he explained. He said Venezuela's entry min the 
do wn stream sector was directed at ensuring reliable market 
outlets for its crude and products and to satisfy the consumer's 
need for secure market-related petroleum products. The president 
said It was the “explicit preference” of Pdvsa to undertake its 
investments through joint ventures since they were ^working 
partnerships in every sense of the term, from risk-taking to an 
effective say in running the business." 

Chacin declared: “Stability rather than disruption is a key aim 
of our entry into downstream activities in the host countries.” 

He said Venezuela had secured market outlets for 500.000 bpd 
in association with companies in Germany. Sweden and the 
United States. The target was to increase this participation to 
some 700,000 bpd m the near future. He disclosed that Pd»sa\ 
Swedish and German partners bad set aside $200 million for 
capital investment during 1988 alone. He said the cornerstone of 
Pdvsa's diversification programmes was to increase the use of 
natural gas in the industrial and petrochemical sectors domes- 
tically. 

For the immediate future, the company was concentrating its 
efforts on petrochemical markets. The installed capacity was 
intended to be expanded with the incorporation of projects for the 
manufacture of ammonia, area, olefins, plastics and methanol. 

niacin said Pdvsa was seeking foreign investors for its roc* 
projects. Venezuela could guarantee a good investment climate, a 
guaranteed supply of raw materials and proximity to the principal 

OM Kiimi ng markets of the world. 

African ministers hope 
to revive debt meeting plan 

ADDIS ABABA, Feb 21, (Reuter): African foreign ministers 
me e tin g in Addis Ababa from Monday hope to revive the contin- 
ent's c aiw p a »e n f° r 30 international conference bringing together 
African debtors and their Western creditors. The conference 
proposal, first mooted by the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) in 1985 and renewed at a special summit last November, 
has failed to win support from the creditors, who continue to deal 
with Africa on a eotmtry-by-cou ntry basis. 

A meeting of experts which ended on Thursday suggested the 
conference take place in Geneva, Paris or Vienna and that the 
OAU form a contact group of beads of state to negotiate on 
Africa’s foreign debt of more than S200 billion. The November 
summit asked OAU Chairman Kenneth Kannda of Zambia and 
Secretary General Ide Oumaron to bring the conference to world 
attention bat fittle has come of their efforts. 

Debt servicing consumes about 40 per cent of the continent's 
export earnings and African politicians say they cannot continue 
to repay their debts at present levels without damaging the 
chances for domestic growth. The November summit called for a 
10-year moratorium on repayments and for rescheduling over 50 
years without intererst. 

OAU officials said at the time the continent would not impose 
such a radical programme nnilaterallv but wanted first to coordin- 


ate with the Western countries which Africa expects to come up 
with fresh aid'to keep Africa solvent. 

The officials say they are encouraged by the cancellation of 
some debts by the Nordic countries. Canada and Britain, but 
would prefer them to do this under some kind of formal arran- 
gement negotiated at Che proposed conference. 

The foreign ministers, at their six-day meeting in the Ethiopian 
capital, wiD also review progress in carrying out Africa's 19X6-00 
priority programme for economic recovery and the parallel 
United Nations programme of action for African economic 
recovery and development 

Iraq and Moscow trade 
exchange reaches $1 .2b 

BAGHDAD, Feb 21, (Opecna): The volume of trade exchange 
between Iraq and the Soviet Union reached SI .2 billion in 1987. an 
increase of 46 per cent over that of a year earlier. 

Lazarev Oleg, the Soviet commercial attache here, told a press 
conference yesterday that the figure represented a record, noting 
that bilateral commercial and economic relations were develop- 
ing. 

Iraq, be added, ranked first last year among Arab countries m 
terns of trade exchange with the Soviet Union. Oleg pointed out 
that imports of the Soviet Union from Iraq grew by 513 per cent, 
whOe Soviet exports to the country showed an increase of 32. 1 per 
cent. He stated that the 17th session of the joint commission on 
tec hnic al, scientific ami economic cooperation held last October 
achieved positive results in the trade sector. 

He said trade exchanges were not limited to the Iraqi public 
sector but included the private sector as well. “We are seeking to 
diversify our imports from Iraq, and negotiations for the purchase 
of Iraqi superphosphate, dry batteries and three-phased electric 
■ metres, are underway,” he said. He expressed hope that bilateral 
trade and economic relations based on mutual benefit wifi develop 
steadily in the years to come. Iraq and the Soviet Union are ranked 
by a friendship and cooperation treaty signed in 1972. 

Long-term loan for Sri Lanka 

COLOMBO^ehruarv 21, (Xinhua): Sri Lanka is ro get a long- 
term loan of $830 million from the World Bank (WB) and the 
Mamla-^ed Asian Development Bank (ADB) this year for the 
development of tea and robber small holdings. A six-member 

i ^ ri P Jtura! Organisation (FAO) of the 
United Nations snow m the island country finalising a report on 
brtatfof the ADB to fond the dewto^nT^ 

r ” the Plantation Industries 


which o»nstitolenbo«rt7Spwceirt 

(1 15,000 acres)of the private sector robber plantations, the 
source said. Although the Ministry or Plantations Industries 

nnoinnllv aitnLnrl in »>._ um r ■ . . “ *w»ino 


robbwprojem, the WB, however, made a policy deddou rofund 
n,bber P™**- The funds are to be 


oi nurseries, supply of planting miterfek S . ato 

,o,:eth " to 

Solar erergy meeting opens 

from 25 

solar energy and other °^* v , t0 tCscHSS *** 

IW First Deputy 

said his country, at war with 
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By Midas 

BELIEVE it or not, but there is a 
way in which you can actually 
have your cake and eat it both at 
the same time! The answer to this 
conundrum is Lloyd’s of Lon- 
don, the most famous insurance 
market in the world. 

The way Lloyd’s actually 
works is very interesting, and 
dates back to the days when 
Lloyd’s was actually a London 
coffee shop where merchant sand ' 
shipping agents met to conduct 
their business. 

Lloyd’s is not a company, it’s 
an exchange that consists of 
several hundred syndicates. Each 
syndicate is made of ’names' who 
are really no more than sleeping 
partners who supply the capital 
needed to underwrite the various 
insurance risks. 

However, the beauty of the 
system, from the investor’s point 
of view, is that, he or she, does not 
actually have to provide the 
capita) outright. 

Capital 

To become a ’name' you must 
have at least £100,000 of free 
capital, .not counting your prin- 
cipal residence. Yet you dp not 
needtoputall this money into the 
syndicate, it can be invested else- 
where and only nominally be 
available to the syndicate in the 
event of a major loss. 

All you have to do is put up 20 


per cent of your overall premium- 
limit (28 per cent if you are an 
expatriate or non-British). But 
thisdeposit can beintheform ofa 

■ bank guarantee rather than 
actual cash. Thus, if your money 
-is invested in shares, or on 
depositing bank, it can, in effect, . 
be working twice over. 

Risk 

Of course there is a risk 

. involved in. that all ‘names' 
accepted unlimited liability,- 
which means in theory that their 

■ entire personal wealth is at risk if 
the business they are writinggoes 
disastrously wrong. I say. in 
theory, because what happens is 
that most ‘names' simply pay a 
small premium to re- insure their 
risk. 

In other words, if you put up a 
nominal £100,000 you can get a 
separate re-insurance policy for 
that same amount for a few hun- 
dred pounds. Then if your syn- 
dicate loses its shirt, your money 
is quite safe because the re- 
insurance company will pay up. 

Sounds too good to be true? 
Well 33, 600 wealthy members of 
Lloyds knew when they are onto 
a good thing. Last year they 
wrote £11.2 billion worth of 
insurance business covering 
everything from supertankers to 
satellites, motor cars to jumbo 
jets. Traditionally marine 
insurance has always been' the 
most profitable, and therefore 
most popular area of insurance. 


However, it’s very popularity 
. isaproblem simply because there 
isn’t enough marine insurance to 
go round all those who want to 
buy it. 

Indeed, this is a problem with 
Lloyd’s as a whole and there is 
often a waiting list for new 
‘nanus* who want to join the fun. ' 

. Profits. 

Lloyd’s accounting methods 
mean that you do not receive 
underwriting profits for three 
years after your initial invest- 
ment since the accounts are 
.always done three years in 
arrears; 

This shouldn't be a problem 
since it is best to consider the 
exercise as a long term invest- 
ment. This is partly because 
insurance is a cyclical business. 
What happens is that premiums 
get progressively lower as each 
syndicate competes for business, 
sooner or later they go too low 
and some people lose money, so 
then premiums are increased to 
cover those losses and profits are 
higher for a while until someone 
else starts cutting premiums 
again and the cycle starts over. 

Agents 

. In order to join you have to 
contact one of the managing 
agents who allocate ‘names' to 
the various syndicates. This is a 
bit of a lottery unless you gel 
professional advice as to which 
syndicates you want to join. 

Obviously some are much bet- 


ter run than others and con- 
sequently more profitable and 
more popular. You can get a list 
of all of the syndicates together 
with their relative performance 
from the Association of Uoyd's 
Members at Lloyds. Lime Street. 
London EC3. Newcomers can 
join on January 1st every year, 
but it is by no means top early to 
apply since there is sure to be a lot 
of interest in joining this unique 
institution, in order to join by 
January 1. 1989 you have to 
apply by June 30 at the latest. 

The essence of profitability of 
a Lloyds syndicate is the under- 
writing ability of the broker who 
heads it If he has a cautious 
nature and a sound knowledge of 
risks and, above all, luck, he can 
make a fortune for his 'names.' 

The average syndicate makes 
around 1 S per cent profit which 
is pretty good if you add it to the 
profits your money is already 
earning in the bank or the stock- 
market 

However, if the broker is the 
- sort of man who insures oil tank- 
ers to Kharg a t cut rates, he could 
easily lose a lot of money. The 
performance table 1 have already 
mentioned should help you to 
work out which syndicates are 
headed by successful under- 
writers and if you can manage to 
get into one of those then you 
could enjoy the rate pleasure of 
watching your capital working 
twice over. 


KNPC stance hailed 

Kuwait’s refining industry looks up 


By Khaled Ahmad 

TH E refining industry in Kuwait 
has advanced to the level of inter- 
national companies, the deputy 
managing director for industrial 
affairs at Kuwait National 
Petroleum Company (KNPC), 
Khaled Abu Hamrah, said yes- 
terday. 

He added that Kuwait has 
been among the first countries in 
the world to acquire the latest 
technology in this field from the 
1960s onwards. 

Projects 

He said the recent modernisa- 
tion projects at the main refin- 
eries of Mina Abdulla, Shuaiba 
and Ahmadi cost over KD 1,228 
million. 

He told the Seyassah and Arab 
Times newspapers that the oil 
refinery sector contributed 
greajiyip, flexibility jn marketing . ... 
of Kuwait qil and products- 



Khaled Abu Hamrah 

He said the industry helped the 

when oil exports drop- 

uoi ■ • - K > r ; 


He said that the modernisa- 
tion projects at the refineries hel- 
ped achieve the best operation in 
the oil refining industry. They 
also helped achieve a high flex- 
ibility in meeting world demand 
and providing high quality oil 
products at moderate rates. 

The modernisation projects 
will lead to great savings in 
energy and reduce the harmful 
effects on the environment. 

He said that between 620.000 
adn 750,000 barrels a day will be 
produced when all the new 
projects come into operation. 
This means that Kuwait will be 
ableto refine the major part of its 
oil production in the near future 
and this will result in more oil 
returns and revenues. 

Products 

The oil products made in 
Kuwait by the refineries are 
tnapy.and ,yary accojdingto .the 
•*— -^nds Of cmtomervi^eadded 


that the -main traditional 
products included diesel oil, gas. 
naphtha, kerosene, liquefied 
gases, petrol and sulphur of a 
high quality. 

Abu Hamrah praised KN PC’s 
policies on human resources and 
described it as the most success- 
ful policy in Kuwait, saying it 
achieved good results in the last 
few years. 

He said KNPC paid great 
attention to trainingand qualify- 
ing Kuwaitis to work at us ins- 
tallations. Kuwaiti manpower 
increased from 1 5 per cent ten 
years ago to 39 per cent last year, 
and was expected to reach 50 per 
cent in 1990-91. 

He said that KNPC modified 
its system for developing manp- 
ower, and 234 employees were 
undergoing training courses this 
financial year and 81 other 
employees win be sent for study 
courses 


Congress greets budget with yawn shrugs 


WASHINGTON, Feb 21, 
(Reuter): President Reagan sent 
his seventh and last budget to 
Congress last week where it was 
greeted with yawns, shrugs and 
sighs of resignation from most 
members of both chambers. 

Even Democrats, who control 
both the House of Represen- 
tatives and Senate and who 
called previous Reagan budgets 
"dead on arrival”, spoke of 
bipartisan efforts to pass the S 1 ■ 1 
trillion 1989 funding plan largely 
intact, avoiding the bitter battles 
of recent years. 

"You shouldn’t get excited. 
The Fix is in. li“s already been 
passed," Senator Ernest Holl- 
r mgs. a South Carolina Democrat 
and a member of the Budget 
Committee, told reporters. 

Contact 

Hollings said he believed both 
parlies would be content to 
follow the guidelines set by last 
November's budget agreement 
between congressional leaders 
and White House officials rather 
than get into an election-year 
fight over funding. 

"Nothing's going to happen 
this year other than what was in 
the budget agreemnent. It’s a 
done deal." he said. 

The budgeL agreement was 
prompted by the October 19 
stock market crash, blamed in 
part on fears by foreign and 


domestic investors that the 
United States was not doing 
enough to cut its massive budget 
deficits. 

After 20 days of talks, an 
agreement was reached to cut the 
deficit by 576 billion over two 
years through spending cuts and 
revenue increases. 

Targets 

“The administration has 
carried out faithfully the bipart- 
isan budget agreement. We did 
not exceed any of the discretion- 
ary budget authority and outlay 
targets agreed to last Novem- 
ber," White House Budget 
Director James Miller said in 
asking Congress to keep its part 
of the agreement 

“I think it's a good faith bud- 
get. It looks like it meets the sum- 
mit agreements." Senate budget 
chairman Lawton Chiles, a 
Florida Democrat said. 

But Chiles questioned some of 
the administration's figures and 
said it looked like most of the 
budget problems were being left 
to the next President and Con- 
gress. 

"When he lakes office, the new 
President will have to face the 
prospect of a S4 trillion -national 
debt by the end of his term. It's 
the kind of debt that can smother 
our own economy and inflict 
serious damage on the econ- 


omies of the world,” Chiles said. 

"The next President will be left, 
with a vibrant economy,” Miller 
replied. 

Vibrant 

Said Chiles: “A vibrant econ- 
omy with a S4 trillion debt. To 
say all is well, there’s just no way 
you can do that.” 

Tennessee Senator James Sas- 
ser, another Democrat, told 
Miller “1 think this is the best 
budget the Reagan administra- 
tion has brought to Congress. It 
shows a willingness to work with 


Miller said the administration 
was being realistic in forecasting 
continued moderate economic 
growth of2.4percentin 1 989 and 
a budget deficit of S 1 29.5 billion. 

But some leading Democrats 
disagreed. 

“This is the year of the big 
wink, of blue smoke and mirrors 
(accounting tricks),” said Dan 
Rostenkowski, the Illinois 
Democrat who chairs the tax- 
writing house Ways and Means 
Committee. “I don't think the 
economy is going to flourish like 
Miller predicts.” 

Forecasts 

The non-partisan congres- 
sional budget office, which 
provides economic forecasts and 
budget analysis for Congress, 
predicted lower economic 
growth and a budget deficit some 


China’s foreign debt on the rise 




PEKING. Feb 21, (Reuter): 
China's foreign debt is rising 
rapidly and should be con trolled 
more strictly by the central 
government, an official news- 
paper said today. 

China daily Business Weekly 
said the country's economic 
planners were worried by growth 
in borrowing. 

"China is going to regulate the 
management of its rapidly 
mounting foreign loans,” the 
newspaper said. 

In recent years. China had 
floated 33 issues of bonds worth 
a total of $3.38 billion on the 
world market, amounting to 14.2 
percentof its total foreign debt it 
added. 

These figures give a total debt 
or S23.8 billion. Bui foreign ban- 
kers said the amount could be 
between 25 to 30 billion as China 
does not include debt of less than 
one year and debt through leas- 
ing in its calculations. 

The weekly quoted unnamed 
specialists as saying the bonds 
were unbalanced. Most had been 
issued in the Japanese yen which 
has risen in value in recent years. 

Repayment periods are bun- 
ched from 1992 to 1995. 

"Also problems exist in the 


debt structure as short Lerm loans 
carry relatively high interest 
rates. Some local enterprises can- 
not repay the money they borr- 
owed and have to rely on the 
government to cover their debt," 
it said. 

Loans 

"Al the same time, China lacks 
experience in debt man- 
agement.” the weekly said. Cen- 
tral government had not been 
able to control loans for non- 
productive projects in the 
provinces. 

The newspaper explained that 
five central institutions were 
entitled to borrow from foreign 
governments and international 
organisations such as the World 
Bank which ranks China’s as one 
of its biggest debtors. 

But in addition, 10 provinces 
had the right to borrow from 
foreign commercial banks and 
issue bonds and “thousands of 
enterprises in the coastal areas 
have been given the right to raise 
foreign money.” 

"The situation has been gel- 
ling out of control and they are 
trying to pull in the reins,” one 
banker commented. 

The specialists quoted by the 
weekly made proposals for man- 


aging China's debt more efficien- 
tly: 

— passing a law on borrowing 
foreign exchange 

— setting up a centralised 
administration to control 
foreign borrowing and a four- 
level administrative authority to 
execute loans for the central 
government, provinces, enterpr- 
ises and banks 

— establishing a fund to 
guarantee loan repayments 

— perfecting present statis- 
tical and supervisory systems 
and training more financial 
experts. 

Earnings 

“International experts say 
that a country’s debt service ratio 
should not be higher than 20 per 
cent of its export earnings. China 
is getting close to this figure,” the 
newspaper commented. 

Foreign governments lent 
China's $3.7 billion last year, a 
rise of 30 per cent over 1986. 

Western diplomats said a 
long-running debate within the 
Communist Party - on how much 
China should rely on the outside 
world appeared to be running in 
favour of the more conservative 
faction which stresses, the need 
for central control. 


$25 billion higher than the 
administration’s estimates, but 
Miller said be believed his figures 
were accurate. 

‘‘We have reason to believe 
our estimates are correct. Last 
year the economy performed bet- 
ter than we expected,” he said. 

Members of Congress are 
underpressure to pass the budget 
before October 1, the start of the 
new fiscal year. 

Last year, the deadline was 
missed by nearly three months 
and all government funding was 
combined into one massive bill 
that Reagan said he was forced to 
sign even though it contained 
many programmes he did not 
want. 

Bill 

Reagan says he will veto any 
similar bill this year and congres- 
sional leaders have promised to 
meet the deadline by sending him 
separate spending bills for the 
major government functions 
after an overall budget outline is 
approved. 

With recesses planned for the 
presidential nomination conven- 
tions in July and August and 
most members anxious to 
adjourn by mid-October to cam- 
paign for the November 8 elec- 
tions, that does not leave much 
time for budget fights, although 
disputes are expected over 
domestic policy goals. 

Turkey to boost 
transport of 
goods to Iran 

ANKARA, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Turkey has signed a protocol to 
boost its exports to Iran through 
ports and a cross-border railway, 
the semi-o fficial Anatolian News 
Agency said today. 

It said that under the protocol 
the amount of goods sent to Iran 
would more than double to 

800.000 tons this year from 

323.000 in 1987. 

Iran imports mainly food- 
stuffs, livestock and agricultural 
equipment from Turkey, which 
relies on Tehran for more than 
one third of its oil imports, ship- 
ped in by tankers. 

"Turkey wants to develop 
land, sea and air transport 
cooperation,” Anatolian quoted 
Turkish Transport Minister 
Ekrern Pakdemirli as saying- 
"From this year, T urkey will give 
importance to railway transpor- 
tation.” 

In a separate report from 
Tehran, the agency quoted Iran- 
ian Heavy Industry Minister 
Behzad Nabavi as saying trade- 
volume between IranandTurkey 
this yearwasunlikelylo reach the 
agreed value of $2 billion.' 


Abu Dhabi 
to host 
banking 
technology 
conference 

OVER 100 leading bankers from 
the Arab world are expected to 
attend a special retail banking 
conference to be held in Abu 
Dhabi today. 

Organised by TekniCom 
UAE, the technical corporate 
services company, the con- 
ference is called ‘Retail Banking 
88 ’. 

Speakers at ihe three day event 
will focus on developments in 
retail banking information tech- 
nology with special reference to 
the needs of the Arab world. 

NCR Corporation is staging 
presentations of current systems 
technology including ATMs and 
point of sale terminals. 

Interest 

It is expected that electronic 
transfer at point of sale — Eftpos 
— systems and equipment will 
attract considerable interest at 
the conference. 

Eftpos. which handles an 
immediate movement of funds 
from an individual bank account 
to that of a retailer, is considered 
to be a major breakthrough in 
payment systems, heralding a 
virtually cash-free society. 

Other subjects will cover fin- 
ancial instrument, branch and 
departmental automation sys- 
tems, techniques and rationale, 
with particular emphasis on 
retail banking. 

Among the speakers, apart 
from NCR and TekniCom, will 
be representatives of Abu Dhabi 
Commercial Bank, Reuters, 
Telerate and Manufacturers 
Hanover Trust. Also presenting 
is Jeff Niederkorn of JNL Con- 
sultants, who have been involved 
in developing many Eftpos net- 
works worldwide. 

The three day event is being 
held at the Sheraton, Abu Dhabi. 


US wheat and 
soya bean 
exports 
rise 

WASHINGTON, Feb 21, (AP): 
Buying by the Soviet Union, 
China and Morocco propelled 
export sales of US wheat to more 
than twice the four-week average 
last week, the government said 




KUWAIT 


■ Soya- bean and sorghum sales 
also climbed, but com. barely 
and cotton fell compared to the 
four-week average, the Agricul- 
ture Department said. 

Wheat sales climbed sharply 
to 1.] 78, 100 metric tons, 
primarily because of purchases 
of 308,500 tons by the Soviets. 
299.000 by China and 220,800 by 
Morocco, the department said. 

It said sales of sorghum totaled 
347,100 tons, the most in the 
current marketing year. The 
increase was attributed primarily 
to purchases by Japan, Ven- 
ezuela and Israel. 

Average 

Sales of 589,500 tons of soya 
beans were 56 per cent over the 
previous week’s mark and 72 per 
cent above the. four-week 
average. Japan was the main pur- 
chaser followed by Romania, the 
Netherlands and Mexico. 

Corn sales fell to 777,400 tons, 
14 per cent below the previous 
week and 44 per cent lower than 
the four-week average, despite 
substantial purchases by Japan 
and South Korea. Barley sales 
were down. Tunisia purchased 
all of the 25,000 tons sold last 
week. 

The report said cotton sales 
totaled 55,700 bales, 13 percent 
below the previous week's mark 
and 50 per cent off from the four 
week average. 


BANK SECTOR P.CLS IT 
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-KMT H.P. IND. 0.290 
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-GULF CABLE 1.030 0.970 

-K.PH.IW>. CO. 0.146 0.140 

-CENT. NARINE 0.350 * 

-K.SK.REP.CO 0.046 

SERVICES SECTOR 

-OVERLAND TRANS 0.080 

-K.N.C. CO. 0.218 

-KVT MOTELS CO. 0.174 

-P. WAREHOUSING 0.150 

-COM.HKT.CMPX. 0.022 0.022 

-MOBILE TELE. 0.380 0.380 

-kvt computer 0.190 0.190 

F000 SECTOR 

-LIVESTOCK T.T. 0.246 

-UNTO FISHERIES 0.140 0.140 

-UNTD POULTRY 0.240 

-KVT FOODS 0.310 

-AGRI .FOOD PRD. 0.150 

N0N-KUT SECTOR 

-BHN. INTER. BK 0.074 

-BHN.H.EAST-BK 0.049 

-UNTD. GULF BK 0.050 

-COAST INVEST. 0.092 

-A.G.INV.C0RP 0.040 

-FIRST. GULF BK 0.870 

-B.K.I.G. 0.092 

KUWAIT STOCK EXCHANGE 
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KD deposit rates mixed 


KUWAITI dinar deposit rates 
eased in the short dates but were 
talked higher in the fixed periods 
in quiet trading today, dealers 
.said. 

They said the Central Bank 
offered three-month funds at 5- 
1/4 per cent from five and 5-1/8 
per cent on Saturday. 

This pushed up q uoles for the 
fixed periods up to 1/4 point 
above Saturday levels to 5-1/2, 
five per cent for the one-month 
and 5-3/4, 1/4 per cent for three 
through 12-momh maturities. 

But banks were conserving 
funds for Wednesday's 200 
million dinar three-month 
treasury bill issue and the Central 
Bank had little oi*no business. 
Central Bank borrowing 
throughout last week helped to 
keep rates high. 

Month-end salaries began to 
enter the system yesterday which 
depressed the short dates. Over- 
night dealt at two per cent from 
four per cent on Saturday. 

Tomorrow and spot-next were 
also easier at 4- 1/2, 3-1/2 percent 
and 5- 1/2, 4- 1/2 per cent, respec- 
tively. 

The Central Bank dinar 
exchange rale was unchanged 


from Saturday’s 0.27696/706 to 
thedollar, with commercial bank 
spot quotes at around 0.27698/ 
706. 

Meanwhile, Saudi riyat inter- 
bank deposit rates were stable in 
a dormant market during the 
European weekend. 

Dealers said rates were vir- 
tually unchanged in most periods 
as the market waited for trading 
in Europe to open today. 

They said the expected issue 
shortly of the first batch govern- 
ment bonds continued to dam- 
pen demand for long-term 
deposits. "The maximum Saudi 
banks want to give is one 
month,” said one dealer. 

The Saudi Arabian Monetary 
Agency is widely expected to 
issue the first of 30 billion riyals 
in government bonds sometime 
in March, possible as soon as the 
first week. 

Bonds 

The bonds were announced 
along with the Saudi 1988 budget 
as a means of bridging an ex pee- 
led 35.9 billion riyal deficit. 
However, the Saudi government 
has released virtually no details 
of the form or time of Ihe offer- 
ing. 


AL HIMME MINERALS 
AL-NISER EXCHANGE 
ALA-ADDIN COMPANY 
ARAB ALUMINUM IND. 
ARAB BANK 

ARAB CHEMICAL DTER 
ARAB FINANCE CORP. 
ARAB INSURANCE 
ARAB 1NT.INV/TRAD. 
ARAB INT .UNION INS 
ARAB INTER. HOTELS 
ARAB JOR/IHVST/BK 
ARAB PAPER CON/TRD 
ARAB PHARMA. MAN F. 
ARAB PHARHA/CHEM 
ARABIAN 5EAS INS. 
BANK OF JORDAN 
BELGIUM INSURANCE 
CAIRO AWfAN BANK 
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OPNG CLSG 
0.79 0-79 
0.89 0.90 
1.38 1.37 
1.94 1.93 
120.0118,7 
4.45 4.39 
1.47 1.48 
1.00 1.00 
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60.0060.00 
0.60 0.60 


0.79 0.79 
2.70 2.75 


0.50 0.50 
0.72 0.69 


0.94 0.93 
1.59 1.61 




FOLLOWING are the average 
KD interest rates of local inter- 
bank transactions as reported by 
participants to Central Bank of 
Kuwait yesterdav . 

Period Bid Offered - 

1 month 5-1,16 5-9.16 

3 months 5-1.16 5-9,16 

6 months 5- 1 8 5-9, 1 6 

I vear 5- I S 5-5, S 


Monetary developments under review 

Kuwait money supply growth quickens 


IN December 1987 money sup- 
ply grew by 0.8 per cent (KD 39 
million) to reach KD 4,774 
million, thereby realising a 
. growth of 4.7 per cent over its 
level in December of the previous 
year. 

It was noticed that excluding 
the KD time deposits, which 
declined by 6.7 per cent below 
their level in the previous month, 
other components of money sup- 
ply increased al varied rates as 
follows: sight deposits (1 1.4 per 
cent), savings deposits (9.6 per 
cent), deposits denominated in 
foreign currencies (7.5 per cent) 
and currency in circulation (0.7 
per cent). 

The increase in sight deposits 
was reflected in theactivity of the 
Clearing Room at the Central 
Bank, as the number and value of 
cheques increased by 14.6 per 
centand 2.0 percent respectively. 

By the end of December 1987, 
the aggregate balance sheet of 
commercial banks recorded a 
growth of 6.3 per cent (KD 586 
mfilioin) over its level m Decem- 
ber 1986. This growth is mainly 
attributable to an increase of 8.6 
per cent (from K D 5, 1 56 million 
to KD 5,597 million} in their 
claims on the domestic private 
sector, in addition to an increase 


of 4.7 per cent in their foreign 
assets. 

Meanwhile, deposits of 
residents with commercial banks 
witnessed a discernible growth of 
3.9 per cent over their level in the 
previous year. Further, their own 
funds grew by 1 1 .2 per cent (KD 
1 00 million) over their level in the 
previous year. 

In December 1987, commer- 
cial banks' claims on the domes- 
tic private sector grew by 2 per 
cent over the previous month. 
This growth was concentrated in 
commercial banks* local invest- 
ments in bonds. 

It is important to note that 
since November 1987 theCenlral 
Bank, on behalf of the Ministry 
of Finance, has been issuing both 
treasury bills and bonds, which 
aim at providing the government 
with temporary additional finan- 
cing ana contributing to the 
development of the local finan- 
cial market by issuing public debt 
instruments. 

These instruments represent 
new investment outlets available 
to banks, financial institutions 
and other investors, both 
individualsand companies. 

Further, these instruments can 
be used by banks and financial 
institutions to adiusL their asset 


structure and thereby improve 
the quality of these assets. 

On the-other hand, these ins- 
truments help to increase the 
effectiveness of the monetary 
policy used by the central bank in 
regulating domestic liquidity. 

The total value of instruments 
tbathad been issued by the end of 
December 1987 reached KD 628 
million, distributed over three 
issues that were totally covered. 
Liquidity 

The issue of treasury bills and 
their use by banks instead of 
CBK bills as a part of the 
liquidity requirements resulted 
in a contraction in commercial 
banks holdings of CBK bills to 
the value of KD 7 million 
(against KD 398 millioin in the 
previous months) and an 
increase in the holdings of 
treasury bills to the value of KD 
351 million (against KD 117 
million in the previous month). 

Hie balances of local banks 
with the Central Bank in KD. 
represented by the balance of the 
current account, the balances of 
CBK bills and deposits with the 
CBK, witnessed a discernible 
decline in December 1987 to KD 
417 million, against KD 847 
million in the previous month. 

On the one hand, the balan- 


ces of the CBK in KD with local 
banks declined at a rate far lower 
than that of local banks balances 
with the CBK. This brought the 
net balance of CBK balances 
with local banks in KD to KD 36 
million in favour of the CBK 
from K D 269 million in favour of 
banks in the previous month. 

Rates 

The average of interest rales 
on KD interbank deposits 
decreased markedly on all 
maturities and at varied rules, the 
highest of which was on one- 
week deposits(from 5.34 percent 
to 3.29 per cent) and the lowest 
on one-year deposits (from 6.12 
per cent to 5.76 per cent . 

On the other hand, this 
decline, coupled with the rise in 
interest rates on thedollar. led to 
wider interest rate differentials 
between the dollar and the KD to 
3.9 and 2.9 percentage points on 
the maturities of one-month and 
three-month deposits, for exam- 
P ,e - . 

Dunng December 1987, the 
KD exchange rate continued its 
rise against the dollar for the 
second successive month, recor- 
ding an increase of 1 .09 per cent, 
with a monthly average of 274.46 
fils, against 277.46 fils in the 
previous months. 
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ACCOMMODATION 

For Rent 

SURRA, deluxe villa, one floor, 
consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bath- 
. rooms, kitchen, sitting end dining 
room, CAC. Also basement and 
mulhaq. Tele. 5334238, 2 ■ 5 pm. 

(AT 1-4 1058-3) 

Available 

KUWAIT City, Sharq. One room 
with tele, facilities for bachelors/ 
spinsters to share with a Goan 
family. Tele. 2422297. res. after 3 

pm. 

(AT2-41 092-3) 
FARWANIYA. behind Holiday 
Inn. Sharing accommodation 
available for bachelors, working 
ladies or small family to share with 
a smai Indian family. Tele. Robert 
5728000 ext 7279, 4 - 7.30pm. 

(AT3-41 104-2) 


FOR RENT 

Villas, 1/2 villas* flats, 
apartments, stores, etc, 
in all areas of Kuwait. 

Messilah Beach 
Real Estate 

Tele. 2401858 
2408510 


REQUIRED 

A 1st class ladies 
hairdresser and female 
beauticians. 

Must be experienced 
and possessing a 
valid and 
transferable 
residence. 

Tel. 5745848 


SALWA. House 196. Block 7. 
behind Irani Shop. One big room 
with kitchen facilities for a family/ 
bachelors to share with an Indian 
family. RerrtKD50. Tele.561 1243. 

CAT3-41 104-3) 

FOR SALE 

Miscellaneous 

GENERAL Electric washer and 
dryer never used. KD75 each. 
Tele. Mr Ali. 2430460 morning. 
5637270 evening. 

CAT1-41 077-3) 
CLEARANCE sale: fridge, dining 
table, washer, bars, cupboards, 
bais, plants, demijars. AC's, very 
cheap. Tele. Adrian. 2455397. 

CAT3-41 097-3) 
SOFA set AC's. oven, fridge, 
dressing table and dining table 
with 4 chairs for immediate sale. 
Tele. Tony. 3921 187. 

CAT3-41 094-3) 


ALHERZ CARS RENT CO 

Call only 

When you decide 
to sell your car. 

Tel: 5625588/5622508 


Haw afeorTcomw ovoaabto 

at H» SMMr School at At Rural Est 

from 28/2/88 todsdet: 

• MAKE-UP 

• 5KMCAAE 

• BODY MASSAGE 

• DECmOLYSB 

I • mamcure/kdkure 

• G5 

• SUNDODONE 

Place Pbonc 24299 11/2429888 
for more tfonmcioa. 

Al ■rinMHfaut w elco m e . 
BmuiyAHnin — in oun— ybroycaaida 
wry reasonM prices. 

MBm Ha. 1. M Hoar, MMsa^MaorM BOM 


HOUSEHOLD equipment sofas, 
dining table washing machine, 
fridges, carpets, plants, Sony Beta 
video, kitchen items, gas range 
and cupboard. Tele. Matty. 
3924194. 

(AT2-41081-3) 

NISSAN Patrol Safari, long sta- 
tion. 1984, AC. automatic. 38.000 
kms. In excellent condition. 
KD2400. Abo Kufuma sitting cor- 
ner (brand new) for sale. Cash. 
Tele. Mr Thiel. 2668753. 

(AT2-41 084-3) 

SOFA set double bed with side 
tables, carpet dining table, kit- 
chen set AC and oven. Tele. Mr 
Zaman, 2654608, 7 am - 1 pm, 
4336164, 7 -10 pm. 

(AT2-41091-2) 

JVC video camera. “GRC 7". 
built-in-recorder, one year old. 
sparingly used. In immaculate 
condition. Price KD35Q, ono. 
Tele. 4339348. 9 am - 9.30 pm. 

(AT3-41111-2) 

Video Rim 
International 
40 films KD7 
55 films KD10 
80 films KD20 
Prices include ail 
movies except Arabic 
movies. 

Tel. 4344290 
Juleeb Al Shiyoukh 


FOR SALE 

Lovely sea-front 
apartment for sale in 
Salmiya.Two 
bedrooms, huge 
lounge, beautifully 
fitted kitchen, nice 
compound. 

Please call 5714644 


EXQUISITE 

ITALIAN 

DESIGNS 

at affordable prices 


SHARQ; apartment with tele, fur- 
niture and other items for sale 
separately. Tele. Jennifer, 
2401984, 4- 9 pm. 

(AT3-41 100-3) 

FURNITURE, carpets. TV. video, 
refrigerator and miscellaneous 
items for sale. Tele. Mr White. 

CAT3-41 116-3) 

Cars 

OLDSMOBILE98. Regency 1981, 
fully automatic, white with navy 
blue hardtop. KD 1200. ono. Tele. 
4849499. after 230 pm. 

(AT2-41 080-3) 
MASERATi. Biturbo 1984. 27000 
kms. in excellent condition. 
KD3500. Tele. 2445120/21/22. 
2436404. during office hours. 

(ATI-41078-3) 
PLYMOUTH Reliant 1982, 4 
cylinders, 70000 kms, insured 
upto 2nd Feb 1989. KD40Q. Tele. 
Javed. 4873166/3433. 7.30 am - 
1.30 pm. 

CAT1 -41 046-3) 
MITSUBISHI Starion Turbo 1984. 
white with leather upholstery. KD 
1350. Abo buzu 4-wheel drive 
Trooper, red. KD600. Tele. 
Hasier. 5382187. 

(AT3-41 1 14-3) 


r ALAS MAR 

Suits (3 pieces) — KD 1 5.000 

Suite KD 5.000. 

Shirty Super Lino ....KD 2.500 
Ladies and Gents' woolen 

pullovers KD 2.000 

Ties J -KD 1.000 

FOhdAI Salem Sf — AlAwqaf 
Bids — beside MuBa Saleh 
Mosque. 

Teh 2422803 


CARPET 

CLEANING 

Sofa, window, and all 
kinds of general 
cleaning 

Contact 

Gulf Dawn Cleaning Est. 
Tel. 5624725 



Come in and see our new line 
of gold and precious jewellery 

otjiquz 

tpAl Nerah 

Souk Al Watya Kuwait Telephone 2448562 - 


MITSUBISHI L300 minibus. 87 
model, beige colour, 7seater. with 
central AC. registered upto 
20.10.89. Best offer. Tele. Mr. 
Mohammed Kuti. 5312960. 830 
am -5 pm. 

(AT3-41 093-3) 
DAIHATSU Charmant 85 model,, 
automatic gear. AC. 4 doors, 
beige colour, 57.000 kms. KD250 
cash plus. KD 1300 by install- 
ments. KD51 monthly. Tele. 
4744142, 4 - 8 pm. 

(AT2-41 089-3) 

Furniture 

VARIOUS itemsof household fur- 
niture for sale. Tele. 5652436. 
5650759. 8 am - 4 pm. 

(AT341 119-2) 

SERVICES 

Tuition 

TUTOR required (evenings) for a 
candidate preparing for M A final 
exams in economics, Indian 
University, in April 1988. Tele. 
■2449401 ext 355. 7 am -3 pm. 

(AT3-41 1 00-3) 

MUSIC for children and adults, 
given by a qualified teacher at 
home (near Messilah). Tele. Mrs 
Antony . 4836933. 8 am - 530 pm. 

(ATI -410603) 

FOR RENT 

.Anew deluxe villa in 
Jabriya. Consists of two 
floors and a basement. 
Overlooking two roads, 
with a large annexe and. 
car parking facility. 

Central A/C. Good for a 
company or an 
Embassy. 

Tel: 2437522, 2437533 
AlShouaa 


Transport 

REQUIRED from Indian school 
Salmrya to Jabriya Clinic for shift 
duty. 7am-2pmor2-9 pm. Tel. 
5652415 after 4 pm. 
(AT2-41068-3) 

REQUIRED after 4 pm for 2 to 3 
days a w eek . Payment will be 
made on hourly basis. Tele. 
5612937. after 7 pm. 

(AT3-41 118-3) 

LOST • ~ 

HAWTYA and Civil ID card in the 
name of Amorico A. Inesloston 
10-2-88 am. in Shaab area. Finder 
please Tel. 24641 27. 

(AT2-ML-3) 

£ FOR RENT 

Jn Villas, half villas, 

Q{ buildings, and flats 

K with or without 
swimming pool. 

In Al Azraq 

K Real Estate 

ni Tel. 2452199, 2452198 


SAGAR 

JEWELLERS 

Attractive new 
designs available at 
our new showroom 
at: 

Sahara HoBseSbop No. T # 
Opp. Satet Post Office, 
Margate 
Tel. 2441563 


Form Arabia Furnishing 
Co. WLL 

Villa — 3 bedrooms + maid's 
room, part of small complex, pool 
and gardens. 

Tel: 4878009/010 between 8 pm anOSL 


noon 


, v.j - i iA'ia -1 . 


FOR RENT 

•Salwa Complex Apartments KD 550/ 

Bayan Villa KD 700/- 

Mishrif Villa KD 750/- 

(with carpets & curtains) 

Bida Villa KD 800/- 

Plus many more flats & villas ' 

Call: Bousftahri Real Estate Est. 

Tel: 5747530 -5747531. 


WANTED 

An Ait Director 

With minimum 5 years experience in an 
advertising agency or publishing house. Must 
have a transferable residence 

Please call 4334772, 4831 043 for an 
appointment. 


WANTED 


riS=l-iai ==*=!=■ 


fora cleaning company with 
transferable residence. 

Tel. 2407838 


THE ENGLISH SCHOOL 
(AT AL SURRA) 

PO Box 379 Sofat 13004 
Kuwait 

Registrations for pupils are 
now being accepted for the 
scholastic year beginning 
September, 1988 — 
Telephone 5318155. 


Applications from suitable qualified 
teachers of music, and class teachers 
of infant and junior level children are 
also invited. Application forms are 
available from the school office, and 
should be returned as soon as 
. possibie. 


SITUATIONS 

Wanted 

MAID, Sri Lankan, with good 
experience, can speak English 
and Arabic, seeking a job with an 
European or Kuwaiti family. 
Requires accommodation for 
husband. Tele 9012710. 630 - 9 

pm. 

(AT3-41 009-2) 

Vacant 

MAID required for a small family, 
part-time. 6<teys a week from 7 am- 
- 2.30 pm in Salwa near the police 
station. Must speak English and 
have a transferable visa Tele. 
2430460. morning. 5637270. 

. (ATI -41 077-3) 


FOR RENT 

Villa 

Western style house, 
superb reception, 
garden view in quiet 
neighbourhood. 

For more details please 
Tel: 5339280, 5339281. 


MAD required. Goan preferred, 
for a small family, part-time. 6 

days a week from 7 am -2. 15 pm in 

Sharq. near Fire Brigade. Tele. 
2442938. 

CAT3-41 098-2) 

MAID required for a small family. 
Ilve-in or part-time from 7 am to 2 
pm. inFahaheel. MustspeakEngl- 
i$h. Tele. Francisco. 3260296/ 
3260297 Off. 9 - 1 1 am. 3921103. 

Res. 2-8 pm. 

(AT2-4 1087-3) 

, maid required for Germans for 3 
• months preferably to livenn in 
Jabriya. Building 7. Tele. 
5315199. 

(AT3-41 096-3) 


FOR REWTjl^ 

*Part Villas hhhh 
* Flats * Offices ■■■■ 

Excsttort condition with 2-3-4 
Bedrooms wttfi Dining room. Saloon, 
Tele phone, Garden, Car parking 
space. Servant's quarters with 
Central Airconditioning. Contact 


Golden Express 
inn Cargo 

Door-to-door 
cargo service to the 
Philippines 
(SEA Si AIR) 

Ano man klase ng bagahe o 
regale ang nats ninyong ipodaia 
sa mga mortal sa btixiy ay 
rroldpag-ugnay long sa 
G0LDB1 EXPRESS INTL CARSO 
Contact: Mevo 
Tei: No. 2422332/2447529 


" SALE " 

Spacious 
apartment for 
sale in Madras 
city. 

JeL2564850, between 

jagdUDtp^..^ 


;Qatar Real Estate 

* TM: 2406592, 2406593 


If you are looking 

for a complete building 
for your staff or villa or 
flats in Hadiya, Fintas. 
Abu Halifa, Mangaf, 
Fahaheel. 

Contact the expert . 

Terkoit Real Estate Est. 
Tel. 3913189, 
3919884. 


8 


Hatid Ligaya 


1 



free delivery In provinces 


Philippines 
Door to Door 
Service 


Abugfiosh IntT. 

" “1^4843447 
-’-^SARAH / 


Look at what you get!! 

Nice entranc8/recephoa dining room, large lounge, newly- 
fitted kitchen, large basement w/3 way access* 3/5 Brms 
+ 4 bath rooms, laundry area + nanny's room, maid's 
qts x 2 rooms, kitchen + bath + carport. 

Weil kept, practical size j layout, carpets throughout . 

AromMMiftf-S 

Rm& KD. 900/- nagadaMa 

Strife: EXacattva/dipifBHtf ‘ 

To vtawr 243U89 (toy) 


KUWAIT INDIAN SCHOOL 

Farwanla. Tel. 4737287 

ADMISSION NOTICE 

Registration started for L.K.G., U.K.G., 1st & 2nd 
standards for 1988-89 academic year starting from 
April. Application forms are available from School in 
Farwania, Block No. 86, Street No. 88 (behind Al- 
Tadamon sports club & Al-Basheer & Al-Manar 
School) 

Transport by air-conditioned buses available. 

MANAGEMENT 


FOR PACKING & 
FORWARDING 

Contact 

AL SAWAN COMPANY W.L.L. 


Excellent and Dependable services by sea and air 
freight to any destination in the world. 

Shuwaikh Off. Tel. 4737723, 4734960, 4737983, 4740886 
city Off. Tel. 2433356, 2413740. Fahaheel Off. 3927885 " 

Al Nugra Off. Tel. 2665520, 2665521, 2634772, 2657646 







Smirffune School 

SALWA 


Applications are invited now from UK 
qualified teachers for posts in 
September 1988 . 

Sunshine School is a British curriculum private 
school for pupils aged between 3- 1 1 years 
Present number on roil — 600 . 

ftjrttedsloli^ application forms available by contacting 

Telephone No. 5621 701 /5622701 . 
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E. German wins speed skating 


CALGARY,, Alberta, ..Feb 21, 
(AP): East Germany’s Andre 
Hoffman won the men’s ! ^500- 
metre. Olympic speed skating 
race yesterday, then said he 
wasn’t surprised at the world- 
record times. 

Hoffman, skating in the third 
pair al the indoor Olympic Oval, 
won the gold in 1 minute, 52.06 
seconds, breaking the record of 
1:52.12 set moments earlier by 
Eric F I aim of the United States. 
FI aim, 20. had to settle for the 
silyer. . 

Bronze 

Michael Hadschieff of Austria 
took the bronze in 1:52.31, also 
bettering the world record of 
1:52.50 that Igor Zhelezovsky 
established in December in Cal- 
?ary. Zhelezovsky finished 
fourth in 1:52.63. 

. “I knew with the fast track that 
we would nedd a world record for 
the gold,” said Hoffman, a 26- 
year-old law student who fini- 
shed 1 1th in the 1 ,500 metres at 
the 1984 Games in Sarajevo. 

The 1. 87-metre (&foot-2) 
Hoffman also won the 1,500 
metres at the 1987 World Cup 
race at Butte, Montana, and fini- 
shed third in the 1988 World 
Championships m the 1,000. 

FI aim. who had to watch as 
Hoffman bettered his short-lived 
record, dedicated his perfor- 
mance to fellow American speed 


fc 



East Germany’s Andre Hoffman raises his arms after winning 
gold In men’s 1 ,500-metre speed skating race. (Reuter wlrephoto)- 


skater Dan Jensen, whose sister 
died last Sunday. Jansen fell m 
both races he competed in here. 

When Hoffman passed him, 
Flaim admitted he was disap- 
pointed but happy for the Berlin 
native. 

. “There was nothing I could 
do,” Flaim said. “Everybody 
wants to win the gold. We've 
been battling lately and he’s 
come out on top. He’s 26 and I'm 
20. This is going to be his last 
Olympics and I'm happy for him. 


“This doesn’t feel as good as 
first but it’s better than fourth." 
said Flaim, who had placed 
fourth in his previous two races. 

Shortest 

“I bad a world record for 
about six minutes. It bad to be 
the shortest world record in his? 
lory. But I did what 1 wanted to 
dp. I had a worid .recprd ap^ 
thought itThightboid up. F wr»? 
ched Hoffman pass me. and you 
think somebody else might too. 
But it didn’t happen.” 


Boitano wins 
men’s figure 
skating title 

CALGARY, Alberta, Feb 21, 
(AP): Brian Boitano won the 
United States' first gold medal of 
the Winter Olympics last night, 
edging rival Brian Orser of Can- 
ada for the men's figure skating 
title. 

It was so close a judging 
tiebreaker was needed to choose 
the winner. 

Boitano, the 1 986 world cham- 
pion and a four-time US titHst, 
look the programme with a flaw- 
less 4 1 -2-mmute exhibition of 
freestyle skating. 

Settle 

Orser, the reigning world 
champion, had to settle for the 
silver medal, his second straight, 
matching his finish behind 


Roetsch overcomes bad 
shooting to win biathlon 


CANMORE. Alberta, Feb 21, 
(AP): East Germany’s Frank- 
Peter Roetsch overcame a slow- 
start and imperfect shooting to 
win the gold medal in the 20- 
kilometre biathlon race at the 
Winter Olympics. 

Roetsch. a triple world cham- 
pion who has dominated the 
biathlon circuit the last two 
seasons, had a winning time of 56 
minutes, 33.3 seconds in yester- 
day's race. He had three minutes 
added to his time because of three 
misses on the shooting range. . 

But his experience in cross- 
country racing gave him the 
speed to leave the rest of the field 
behind. 

Valeri Medvedtsev.of the 
Soviet Union had only two mis- 
ses but could not match Roets- 
ch 's speed on the skis and had to 


mg world cup competitor, clin- 
ched the bronze in 57:10.1, a time 
that included two misses. His 
medal was Italy’s first of the Win- 
ter Games. 

The first biathlon event of the 
Winter Olympics was held before 
10.000 fans who basked in 
brilliant sunshine at the Can- 
more Nordic Centre. 

The 1 0-kilometre race is 
scheduled for Tuesday. 

Roetsch, a 23-year-old polks 
lieute nan t, started cross country 
skiing at age 6 and also does some 
ski jumping. He was the pre-race 
favourite and lived up to his bill- 
ing after a slow start. 

On 14th when he made his first 
stop at the shooting range, where 
he missed once, Roetsch picked 
up his skiing pace and arrived at 
the second shooting range with 
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American. 

Sara fcvp, Y ug o sla vtavfour v eafrs 
ago. • ■ ■ 

Viktor Petrenko of the Soviet 
Union edged teammate Alexan- 
der Fadeev for the bronze medal. 

As they look the medals’ plat- 
form, Boitano and Orser hugged 
each other. Boitano wept as the 
US anthem was played. 

The 24-year-old Boitano, who 
placed fifth in the 1 984 Olympics, 
skated first in the final group. 
Dressed in a blue military 
uniform and skating to music 
from the film “Napoleon,” 
Boitano depicted the various 
stages of a soldier's life. 

He hit ail eight triple jumps, 
including two in combination, 
and finished with a flourish, spin- 
ning to a stop, thrusting his hand 
in the air and leaping. 

“I just wanted to skate well. I 
didn't care what colour medal I 
got,” Boitano said afterward. “I 
wanted to skate well and 1 nailed 
it.” 

He also won over five of the 
nine judges, who gave him eight 
marks or 5.9. Orser got six 5.9s 
and one perfect 6.0. from the 
Czech judge for artistic impres- 
sion. Boitano won the gold 
medal with higher marks from 
two judges on technical merit. 

He had to wail to see if the 
marks would stand and if the 
main com 
Soviet 

could stand up through their 
long programmes. 

First came Fadeev, the 1985 
world champion. He had won the 
compulsories, worth 30 per cent 
of the total score. But he botched 
his short programme combina- 
tion jump and slipped to ninth in 
that discipline, worth 20 percent. 

Fadeev needed to be overwhel- 
ming in the long programme, 
worth 50 per cent. But he fell on 
the same triple axel that cost him 

in the short. 


TOURING TEAM TO MEET NEW ZEALAND ON THURSDAY 

England beat President’s XI by eight wickets 


Lanka Colts 
crush Siddiqui 


DUNEDIN, New Zealand, Feb 
2.1 , (Reuter): England will go into 
Thursday's second Test against 
New Zealand with greater con- 
fidence after beating the 
President's XI by eight wickets in 
Dunedin today. ' 

England balled well in the last 
session to teach the 160 target 
they were set in 33 overs. 

Target 

Led by captain Mike Gattmg, 
who scored a blazing 97 not out 
including 13 boundaries, 
England made the targcL for the 
loss of just two wickets with five 
balls to spare. 

- Neal Radford had made deep 
inroads into the President’s XI 
batting, but Ken Rutherford and 
captain David White rebuilt the 
innings before Rutherford was 
out just before lunch, lbw to 
David Capel for 41 . White made 
a gritty 38. 

Rod Latham and Derek 
Walker combined in a sparkling 
partnership for the New Zealan- 
ders which produced 78 runs in 
79 minutes after lunch. Then 
Walker was caught at second slip 
by Radford off David CapeL 

Latham also batted positively. 
He scored his half century in 107 
minutes and his 58 included nine 

shortly ■ after 
(ea r and Gatting, opening the bat- 
ting with' Tim Robinson, 
immediately set about the 
President’s XI attack. The pair 

Hookes hits - 
fourth century 
this season 

ADELAIDE, Australia, Feb 21. 
(Reuter): Captain David Hookes 
hit his fourth first-class century 
of the season as South Australia 
made 673 in their first inning on 
the final day of the Sheffield 
Shield cricket match against Tas- 
mania today. 

The total was South Aus- 
tralia's second highest ever 
behind the 821 for seven they 
scored against Queensland in 
1939-40. 

South Australia, resuming at 
383 for two in reply to Tasman- 
ia's 592, made no effort to force 
thepace in the drawn match. 

Tney were content to bat out 
rime as Hookes became the fifth 
century-maker of the match with 
1 >2 before he was caught at d« 



GatUng in action 

added 107 for the first wicket 
before Robinson was lbw to 
Latham for 38. 

Although Gat ting was drop- 
ped before he had scored and just 
before he hit the winning runs, he 
was in commanding form and 
punished the young home side’s 
bowlers for pitching short and 
wide. 

Meanwhile, fast bowled 
Richard Hadlee has been 
included in New Zealand’s team 
for the second cricket Test 
against England starting in 
Auckland on Thursday but will 


have to prove his fitness before he 
plays. 

Failed 

Hadlee, suffering from a calf 
injury, bowled only 18 overs in 
the drawn first Test in Christ- 
church and failed to claim the 
one wicket that would have 
placed him ahead of England's 
Ian Botham as Test cricket's 
most prolific bowler. Both men 
have taken 373 wickets. 

Hadlee admitted two days ago 
that time was against him in his 
efforts to become fit for the 
Auckland match. “But I’m 
adopting a day-to-day attitude 
and the muscle seems to be get- 
ting better.” 

Ewen Chalfield, the medium- 
fast seam bowler who was Man- 
of-the-Match in the first Test Tor 
his eight wickets, is also in some 
doubt with a hamstring injury 
and will have to satisfy the selec- 
tors about his fitness before play- 
ing on Thursday. 

Worries 

Efespite the worries about 
Hadlee and Chatfield, the selec- 
tors added batsman Ken Ruther- 
ford to the 12 named for the first 
Test. He is expected to be vying 
with Mark G realba tch, the 12th 
man in Christchurch, for an extra 
batting spot. 

Rutherford, who has a modest 
batting average of 10.72 in 12 
Tests, has been tried repeatedly 
as an opening batsman. But the 


selectors said if he played he 
would bat down the order. 

Jeff Crowe (captain), John 
Wright, Trevor Franklin, 
Andrew Jones. Martin Crowe, 
Mark Grea thatch, Ken Ruther- 
ford. Richard Hadlee, John 
Bracewell. Ian Smith, Martin 
•Snedden, Danny Morrison, 
Ewen Chatfield. 

Scoreboard 

PRESIDENTS XI first itnwgs; 181 
lor seveo declared 
Second Inn i ngs : 

K. Burns Dm Radford 

D. White tbw Jams 38 

J. Wilson Dm Radford 5 

D. Paid b Radford 

41 

58 



K. Rutherford lbw Capel. 
R. Latham not oat. — ..... 


D. Walker c Radford bCapd . 

E. Gray Bnr Capel 

B. Young not out 


.43 

...2 


Extras (b-2, lb-3, w-1, ab-8) 14 

Total for seven wickets dedarnL. 214 
FaB of wickets: 1-2, 2-13. 3-39, 4- 
104, 5-1 19, 6-197, 7-205- 
Bowfiag: Radford I64-51-3 (b 6£), 
Capel 19-6-50-3 (w-1). De Freitas 14- 
1-63-0 (ab-2), Jarvis 7-0-34-1. 
ENGLAND first innings: 236 for 
seven wickets declared. 

Second innings: 

M. Catting not oat 97 

T. Robinson lbw Latham 38 

B. Atbey c Wilson b Latham 4 

N. Fakbrother not oat — 16 

Extras (b-1. lb-6, nb-1) 8 

Total for two wickets— 163 

Fall or wickets 1-107. 2-127. 
Bowling: MiOmow 4-0-24-0. De 
Groea 8-0-16-0, Wilson 12.1-0-61-0 
(nb-1). Latham 8-0-25-2. 

won by eight wickets. 


Meridien overcome Premier Eleven 


ightatdeep 
Cooley off 


MERIDIEN Cricket Club over- 
whelmed Premier Eleven by 16 
runs in a friendly match at 
Rumailhiya grounds on Friday. 
Feb 12. 

Premier Eleven won the toss 
and put Meridien in to bat. 
Haroon and Zabeer opened, the 
Meridien innings very confiden- 
tly and both hit the ball aggres- 
sively. At 30 runs, Haroon was 
out. 

Wickets 

After that the wickets began to 
fall in regular interval. Zaheer 
made 31 runs. Hassan 27, Sisira 
18 and Anyatt 15 runs. 

At 124 Meridien team was all 
out. From Premier Eleven, 
Mohan got 5 wickets while Jack 
and Softy claimed 2 wickets 
each. 

Premier Eleven also started 
very well and. their openers took 
the score to 40. At this _stage 
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The Meridien cricket team 

Haroon took the first wicket and 
broke the opening pair. 

Premier Eleven struggled bard 
to reach the target but was help- 
less against the fine_ spells of 


Haroon, Sisari and Zaheer and 
no doubt Meridien fielders 
showed a great performance on 
the field. Premier Eleven made 
108 runs. 


Hlran:83runs 

A MAGNIFICENT captain’s 
knock of 83 by Hiran abled Sri 
Lanka Colts to beat strong Sid- 
diqui by 60 runs in a Sabah 
League game on Friday at the 
Safeway grounds. 

Siddiqui decision to put Lanka 
Colts in after winning the toss 
paid with three of their top bats- 
man including star batsman 
Chris who was out with only 18 
runs on the board. 

Then Hiran accompanied by 
Solomonsz batting confidently 
and only punishing anything 
loose brought the iota! to a much 
respectable 80 when Solomonsz 
was run out for a well made 26. 
Paiva getting the singles and 
two's helped Hiran to boost the 
total to 140 when he too was run 
out for 23. 

Hiran hitting all around the 
wicket was on his way to a well 
deserved century but was 
unlucky to be given out lbw. His 
83 was studded with 7 fours and 
one beautifully struck six over 
square leg. 

At the end of allotted 25 overs 
Lanka Colts total stood at 160 
for 7. 

For Siddiqui. Asif and Shahid 
got two wickets each. Disaster 
struck Siddiqui in the very first 
over as Paiva had Zafar caught 
and bowled for 2. 

From then on wickets kept 
falling at regular intervals and 
they were all out for 100. Sharif 
top scored with «.• patient 33. 

For Lanka Colts Hiran 
bowled superbly to ciaim 3 wick- 
ets. Paiva 2, Hanibalsz 2, Chris 
and K.C. 1 each were supported 
by excellent ground fielding. 
Hiran was declared Man of the 
Match Tor his all round perfor- 
mance. 
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^petition — Orser and 
Alexander Fadeev — 


Prince Albert clocks a personal best 


CALGARY. Feb 21. (Reuter): 
Prince Albert of Monaco made a 
suitably regal start to his Olym- 
pic two-man bob challenge yes- 
terday shooting down the 
track faster than a world cham- 
pion under the eyes of European 
monarchy. 

Albert, 29. docked a personal 
best 58.48 seconds on his first run 
for 23rd place overall al the mid- 
way stage of the four-run event. 

First 

The prince had the advantage 
of going first on the opening run 
when the ice was faster. But he 
wasdelighted with his lime which 
bettered Swiss four-man world 
champion Hans Hiliebrand by 
0.26 of a second. 

His advantage over the Swiss 
was wiped out in the second run 
when Hiliebrand recovered to 
finish the day in 1 3lh. 

But the prince applauded his 


own performance and hugged 
sisters Stephanie and Caroline 
and his father Prince Rainier 
when they met him al the finish 
line after the second run in his 
sleek burgundy sledge. 

“He felt very good. He was 
very satisfied. He had some 
problems on the eighth bend but 
otherwise it was fine,” said 
Albert’s coach, Moreno 

Giudicetli. 

Royals 

Other Royals who watched 
Albert at the start were King 
Juan Carlos of Spain, King Gus- 
tav of Sweden and former King ■ 
Constantine of Greece, 

Giudecetli said. 

Albert, who is also a member , 
of the International Olympic 
Committee, is raring in his first 
Winter Olympics and said he 
would be pleased to finish 25th in 
the field of41 sleds. 



Three teams are vying for hockey medal-round 

Poland has an 

CALGARY, Alberta, Feb 21. 

(AP): Poland has won only once 
in four games in the Olympic 
hockey tournament, but still has 
an outside shot at the medal 
round. Such is life in the wide- 
open “A” pool, where three 
teams are vying for one spot with 
one game to go. 

Top-seeded Sweden and No. 4 
Canada are assured two of the 
three berths. Canada wrapped 
up its berth with a 9-5 victory 
yesterday over lasL-seeded 
France. Sweden got its invitation . 
after tying No. 5 Finland 3-3, 
then watching No. 9 Switzerland 
beat No. 8 Poland 4-1 . 

Breathing 

Despite the loss, the Poles, 1-2- 
I, are still breathing — barely. 

Their only chance of making the 
medal round depends on beating 
Finland on Monday, then hop- 
ing that France, which has been 
outscored 38-10 in four losses, 
knocks off Switzerland. 2-2. 

Even if that unlikely scenario 
fails to materialise, the Poles will- 
have a role in determining the 
final ”A” pool participant. 

If Switzerland, 2-2, beats 
France, it can advance to the 
final round by two routes: 

Poland must upset Finland, or 
those two teams must tie while 
Canada beats or ties Sweden. 

Canada, one of the tour- 
nament favourites, snapped out 
of its scoring slump but still 
played a doser-than-expected 
game against France. After scor- 
ing just six goals in its first three 
games, the Canadians got seven 
in the first period, then hung on 
to improve their record to 3-1. 


Sweden’s Thom Eklund (left) falls to the Ice behind Finland’s Esa 
Keskinen as they race for the puck during an Ice hockey action. 
(Reuter wi rephoto} 


The medal-round picture is 
much simpler" in the “B” pool, 
where sixth-seeded West Ger- 
many faces the No. 7 United 
States- for the last medal-round 
spot tonight. In other games, the 
second-seeded Soviets meet No. 
3 Czechoslovakia, and No. 10 
Norway plays No. 1 1 Austria. 

Both the Soviets and Czechs 
have clinched berths in the final 
round. To join them, the United 
States must beat West Germany, 
and the margin must be at leak 
two goals unless Czechoslovakia 
wins its game against the defend- 
ing gold medallists. 

Norway and Austria both are 
04. 


In Canada’s victory over 
France, Serge Boisvert and 
Merlin Malinowski each scored 
twice for the hosts, while 
Philippe Bazoo had three goals 
for France, which equalled its 
goal total in the first three games. 

“Today’s approach was to 
prove to ourselves, not just the 
tens and the media but to our- 
selves, that we could score,’’ 
Malinowski said. “We went out 
with that in mind but 1 guess we 
didn't put enough attention on 
the defensive end.” 

Guy Charron, Canada’s assis- 
tant coach, said his team couldn’t 
afford such largesse against the 
Swedes. 



Prince Albert of Monaco (right) leaps into the air to get a better view . 
of the bobsled run as his brakeman Gilbert Bess? adjusts his 
helmet during medal round competition. (Reuter wi rephoto) 


Toyota’s Impressive victory in the Qatar International Rally has once 
again placed the team right ahead in die race for clinching the third 
successive Middle East Rally Championship title. 

it’s the season's first victory and it has set thepace for the year ahead, 
strengthening our abiding belief that commitment to quality has its own 

rewards. 

Qatar International Rally ’88 Winners 


The Team 

Mohammedbin 

Sutayem/Ronan 

Morgan 


Position 


2 hrs., 
57 mins. 
32 secs. 




TOYOTA 

TEAM MIDDLE EAST 




'Mohammed bin Sulayem (left} and co-driver Ronan Morgan 
celebrating Toyota Celica Turbo's victory in Qatar. 


Committed to quality, always 

TOYOTA 


RDYAIJORDANIAN 

•Abdulla Abdufghani B Bros* P.O. Box 1321, Doha. Qatar. 
•AI-Fottahn Motors - Toyota, P.O. Box 1 1052. DubaL UA.E. 
•EJC Kanoo, P.O. Box 1 19. Bahrain. 


BPVisco 


Marlboro 3000 Iirelu m denso 

•Ismail Bilbeisi A Co.. P.O Box 2i3. Amman. Jordan. 

•Mohsmed Noser At-Sayar & Sons Est, PO. Box 485. Kuwait 
•SuhaH a Saud Bahwan. P O. Box 6168. Rum. Muscat. Sultanate of Oman. 
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TO CLINCH A PLACE IN FA CUP QUARTERFINALS 


Liverpool oust Everton 


Varca Sporting 
Centre soccer 
attracts 18 teams 


LONDON, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Midfielder Ray Houghton fired 
Liverpool into the quarterfinals 
or the English Football Associa- 
tion (FA) Cup with a. superbly- 
headed goal against neighbours 
Everton today. 

Houghton's 75th-minute 
strike on his first appearance in a 
clash between the great city rivals 
gave Liverpool a 1-0 fifth round 
victory that opened up the prosp- 
ect of their second League and 
Cup double in two years. 

Liverpool, runaway First Div- 
ision leaders, won the FA Cup 


and championship in Kenny 
Vs fir 


Dalglish's first year as manager 
in 1985-86. 

Everton, the only side to have 
beaten Liverpool in 33 League 


and Cup games this season, had 
territorial advantage for long 
periods of an essentially defen- 
sive struggle. 

But Liverpool refused to yield 
and snatched the winner after a 
surging left-wing run by tbeir 
England intemationai John Bar- 
nes. His cross into a crowded 
goalmouth eluded striker John 
Aldridge but Houghton pounced 
to head down past goalkeeper 
Neville Southall. 

Celtic, clear Scottish Cup 
favourites following Rangers's 
stunning 2-0 defeat by Dunfer- 
mline yesterday, were held to a 
goalless home draw by Hiber- 


ftnishing touch and face a replay 
on Wednesday, with the winners 
away to Clydebank or Partick 
Thistle in the quarterfinals. 

The draw made today 

provided Dundee with a home lie 
against Dundee United, who 
play 200 metres away in the same 
street. 

Results 

English Football Association (FA) Cup 
fifth round 

Everton 0 Liverpool I 

Scottish FA Cup founh round 
Critic 0 Hibernian 0 

(replay nest Wednesday) 

Draws 


League Leaders Celtic had all 
the best chances but lacked the 


Aberdeen v Clyde 

Clydebank or Panicle v Celtic or Hibernian 

Hearts v Dunfermline 

Dundee v Dundee United 

Matches to be pfaved on Saturday. March 


THERE are 18 entries for the 
seven-a-side football tour- 
nament which has been ably 

organised by Varca sporting 

Centre on the occasion of 
Kuwait's National Day for the 
past five years. 

The draw was held at the A! 
Soor grounds on Feb 1 9. 

Matches will be held on two 
fields at Al Soor grounds, as 

follows: 

At 7.30 am 

Boys Own Club vs D'Assisi 
Boys. 

RaiavsVOC-7 
At 8 am: 

Navelim vs Tivim Boys 
Dynamite vs Bardez. 

Other matches will follow and 
the finals will be held al 1 2 noon. 


New Goans reach quarterfinals 


NEW Goans entered into the 
quarterfinals of Kuwait 
Malayalee Samajam Trophy 
defeating Kerala Sports Club by 
7-0. 

The other two matches played 
on Friday at Fahaheel ground. 
Rising Boys trounced Abbasiya 
Sports Club (6-0) and United 
Goan Strikers outshined PI ICO 
XI (Petro-chemical Inter- 
national Instrumentation Com- 
pany) by a goal in each half of the 
match. 

Of the three matches played, 
only the last match between 
United Goan Strikers and 
PI ICO XI was worth any men- 
tioning. Considering the lack of 
team practice, the team having 
moulded up within two weeks for 
the tournament. PUCO's perfor- 
mance was praiseworthy. The 
first goal in the 6th minute of the 
first half was scored by Xavier 
Sequeira. 

PI ICO exhibited a committed 
application through their cap- 
tain Radhakrishnan and left 
extreme Sugathan. Sugathan's 
was an all round performance 



Pernfors to 
meet Agassi 
in finals 


United Goan Strikers team 

The second goal of the match 
was scored by Saiamon of UG 
Strikers in the 4lh minute of the 
second half. PI ICO was never 
seen upset from these goals and 
worked hard till the long whistle. 


But for the impregnable defence 
the margin of the defeat could 


but lucked effective support to 


gain any achievement for the 
team. 


have been wider for them. 

United Goan Strikers dis- 
played a marvellous team work 
and swift movements. Tony 
D'Cosla. Diego Rebello and 
Peter Monleiro of Indian Foot- 
ball Referees Association 
efficiently officiated the matches. 
The tournament is sponsored by 


Sana Household and organised 
by Kuwait Malayalee Samajam. 

On the Kuwait National Day. 
February 25, there will be three 
matches. * 

1. United Sporting Club 
(While) vs Royal Sporting at 
6.30 am. • 

2. Week End Sports Club vs 
Indian XI at 8 am. 

3. United Goan Strikers vs Al 
Shaab at 9.30 am. 

And on Friday. February 26. 
United Sporting Club (Blue) will 
meet Eleven Stars at 7 am and 
Rising Boys will take on YMCA 
at 8.30 am. 


MEMPHIS. Tenn., Feb 21, 
(Reuter): Ninth-seeded Swede 
Mikael Pernfors rallied in the 
semifinal round of the $415,000 
US indoor tennis championship 
yesterday to beat American 
Robert Seguso 6-4 6-4 and joined 
Andre Agassi of the US in 
today's finals. 

Agassi, seeded-sixth, earned a 
finals berth with a 6- 1 6-4 victory 
over lOth-seeded South African 
Kevin Curren. 

Pernfors overcame a service 
break and a 4-1 deficit in the first 
set to sweep past the unseeded 
Seguso. 

Pernfors said the fact he was 
down three games and a service 
break did not bother him. 

In the second set. Pernfors 
broke Seguso in the first game 
only to be broken back. He then 
broke his opponent at 4-4 and 
went to double-match-point 
before wrapping up the finals 
slot. 

The 1 7-year-old Agassi, who is 
the youngest player to reach the 
finals here, converted all four 


break points against Curren, 
ily 


who only got in one first serve out 
of 15 in thefirsLsel. 


Lendl leads field for US Pro championships 


PHILADELPHIA. Feb 21. 
(AP): Ivan Lendl, ihe world’s 
top-ranked player, and defend- 
ing champion Tim Mayotte lead 
the field in the 5600.000 US Pro 
indoor tennis chamionships that 
begins tomorrow. 

Lendl, who won the tour- 
nament in 1 986. is lop-seeded in a 
48-player field thinned by a com- 
pel ing Nabisco Grand Prix 
Tournament in Metz. France. 
Mayotte, the world's 1 i th-ran- 


ked player, is seeded second. 

John McEnroe, who has won 
the Philadelphia title four times, 
withdrew last week because of a 
back injury and Brad Gilbert 
withdrew with a fool injury. 

“But we have some of the finest 
young American players in the 
world." said tournament co- 


chairman Marilyn Femberger. 
”1 think there will be some excit- 


Eleven Brothers 
hockey tourney 


PUNJAB. Unity, Eleven Broth- 
ers and Flying Arrows reached 
semifinals after playing the first- 
round matches of the Eleven 
Brothers Champion Trophy at 
Ahmadi KOC hockey ground on 
Friday. 

1 n group A the opening match 
of the season was played between 
Eleven Brothers and the Indian 
School. Eleven Brothers won by 
one goal. 

The Punjab hockey team beat 
the Kuwait-Independent by a 
narrow margin of 1-0 scored by 
Mahmood. 

In Group B the Llnity hockey 
club outclassed the Cosmos 
hockey club by a wide margin of 
5-0. The Lenity offensive showed 
excellent hockey and stick work. 
Liuquai the right inner was the 
main feature of their side with 
three goals. 

The Kuwait Al Hilal and the 
Flying Arrows drew up their 
match even in (he extra time by I- 


ing tennis played." 

Tomorrow's first- round mat- 
ches begin al 1 0 am (1500 GMT). 

Lendl and Mayolle drew byes 
in the first round, as did 14 more 
seeded players. Lendl, a Cze- 
choslovakia native who now lives 
in the United States, will play his 
first match against the winner of 
a first-round contest between 
Richey Reneberg and John Ross, 
both of the United States. 

Mayotte will play the winner 
of a match between Horacio De 
La Pena of Argentina and one of 
six players qualifying in this 
weekend's draw. 

The quarterfinals will be 
Friday, the semifinals on Satur- 
day and the championship on 
next Sunday. The winningsingles 
player will win SI 23.800. while 
the runner-up will receive 
S6 1.900. 



Followed 


The No.3 seed in the tour- 
nament is Eliot Telischer of the 
United Slates, followed by 
Eduardo Bengoechea of Argen- 
tina. 

Amos Mansdorf. who lost in 
the semifinals last year to McEn- 
roe. is seeded fifth. His first 


Lendl: top seed 

match will be against the winner 
of the match between Jorge 
Lozano of Mexico and Aus- 
tralia's Wally Masur. 

Rounding out the top eight 
seeds are Christo Van Rensburg 
of Sweden, Peter Lundgren of 
Sweden and Tomas Smid ofCze- 
choslovakia. 

Lundgren defeated Lendl on 
his way to winning the Tran- 
samerica Open in San Francisco 
last October. He also was voted 
"most improved player” for 1987 
by the Association of Tennis 
Professionals. 


The next eight players in the 
seedings are Kevin Curren, 
United States: Kelly Evernden, 
New Zealand; Paul Annacone, 
United States; Jim Pugh, United 
States; Marc Woodforde, Aus- 
tralia; Dan Goldie, United 
States: Johan Kriek. United 
Slates and John Fitzgerald. Aus- 
tralia. 

The US Pro Indoor started as 
an amateur event in 1962 and 
became the world’s first indoor 
open tennis tournament in 1968 
when it moved into the spectrum 
in Philadelphia. 


Rain causes havoc in UAE 


Bin Suiayem to compete in Masafi Rally 


TWICE Middle East Rally 
champion Mohammed Bin 
Suiayem and the leading conten- 
der for the UAE National Cham- 
pionship Ahmed Bin Khalifa will 
be supported by Marlboro in the 
forthcoming four wheel drive 
Masafi Rally to be held in Dubai 
on February 25-26. 

Bin Khalifa. 24. will be awar- 
ded the top seed in his Land 
Rover 1 10 following his win in 
the 1987 Masafi Rally while Bin 
Sulayem.drivinga Range Rover, 
will start as number two. Asin the 
previous three years, these two 
drivers are expected to be the 
strongest challengers. 

Competitive 

"I expect the Masafi to be one 
of the most competitive rallies 
that 1 will contest this year" con- 
ceded the Arab champion. Bin 
Suiayem. 

Bin Khalifa's sponsorship 
package will also include all UAE 
National Championship rounds 
up to the end of the year. As a 


member of the elite Marlboro 
Middle East Rally Champion- 
ship team he will join other Gulf 
drivers Tareq Al Wazzan. fellow 
Kuwaiti Eid Falah and Oman 
ehamion Tony Gcorgiou who arc 
also supported in the National 
Championship bids. 

“Ahmed is very talented and ! 
expect he will take the new UAE 
Championship” explained Bin 
Suiayem. the region's most 
accomplished rally driver. 

The four wheel drive Masafi 
Rally, now in its ninth year, will 
again be run almost a 24-hour 
non-stop format over 20 special 
stages and mainly on soft sand. 
Midweek. Clerk of the Course. 
Terry Plant, hud already received 
25 entries although that number 
may double by the start. 
Threaten 

The heavy rains of last week 
which have caused havoc on 
UAE roads and the airport may 
also threaten ncxL weekend's 
Masafi Rally in Dubai. Accord- 



Bin Suiayem and Ahmed Bln Khalifa In action during practice 

ing to Mohammed Bin Suiayem, 
almost fifty per cent of the route 
is impassable due to Hooding. 

Over the weekend no less than 
six vehicles got stuck in practice, 
including the Range Rover of 


Suhuil Bin Khalifa, brother of 
last years winner, Ahmed Bin 
Khalifa. A heavy truck was 
required to extract the submer- 
ged vehicle from the flooded 
desert. 


Injured Connors quits 

Noah wins Italian championship 


MILAN. Italy. Feb 21, (UP!); 
Second seed Jimmy Connors, 
playing with pain that 'hurt like 
helL' retired today in the first set 
of the final to give Yannick Noah 
the title at the $490,000 Italian 
indoor tennis championships. 

Connors, who quit after 40 
minutes of play with the score al 
4-4, 30-3Q, was going for his fust 
victory in a Nabisco grand prix 
tournament since October. 1984. 
when he won (be Tokyo indoors, 
three years and four months ago. 

Knocked out 

“I've had my teeth knocked 
out and everything,” Connors 
said after the eigb th default of his 
1 6-year professional career. *Tm 
not sure what the injury is. but it 
takes the cake. 

"All 1 know is that it hurts like 
hell.” 


Bill Norris, the Association of 
Tennis Professionals tour 
trainer, said the injury to the 35- 
year-old American appeared to 
be in the cartilage between the 
second and third ribs. 

X-rays will be required to 
determi ne if the cartilage was cut. 
torn or stretched. 

Connors said he began feeling 
pain in the first game when he 
won his serve. 

“1 was down 15-30 and 1 
thought maybe 1 needed to do a 
little more with my serve," said 
the winner of eight grand slam 
tournaments. "‘In my second 
service game, 1 threw the ball up 
high and maybe tried to do a little 
too much with it. 



Soviet upsets 
Sabatini to 
reach final 


Noah in action’during finals 


“Things were a bit difficult 
after that.” 

Despite the agony, which 
hampered the lefthander's serve 
and backhand shots. Connors 
battled on. holding serve for 4-3. 
But the final blow came on the 


fourth point of the eighth game. 
Con 


when Connors put away a win- 
ning crosscourt forehand for 30- 
30. then doubled overin pain and 
headed for the umpire's chair to 
announce that he could not go 
on. 

After Connors conferred with 


tournament referee Luigi Bram- 
billa of Italy, the chair umpire 
Paulo Pereira of Brazil then 
announced that Connors was 
forfeiting. 

In the preceding games. Noah 
had queried Pro Council superv- 
isor Ed Hardesty about Norris’s 
continued presence at Connors' 
sideline position. There is no rule 
regarding the question. 

The trainer administered pain- 
killing spray and gave brief mas- 
sages to Connors during three 
end changes. 


Kostadinova breaks own high jump record 


ATHENS, Feb 21, (Reuter): 
Stefka Kostadinova, the 22- 
year-old Bulgarian who domin- 
ates the women’s high jump, 
broke her own world indoor 
record yesterday when she leaped 
2.06 metres at an international 
athletics meeting. 

Kostadinova surpassed her- 
previous record of 2.05 set at the - 
world indoor games in Indian- 
apolis on March 8 last year and 
then asked for the bar to be raised 
to 2. JO metres. 

However she failed with her 
only attempt at the new mark. 

Kostadinova also holds the 
world outdoor record of 2.09 
which she set while winning gold 
at the Rome World Champion- 
ships last August, a feat over- 
shadowed by Canadian Ben Joh- 
nson’s sensational 100 metres 
world record only minutes 
earlier. 

As well she jumped over two 
metres in 23 separate meetings 
during the year. 

East Germans were prominent 
yesterday with world champion 
Thomas Schoenlebe winning the 
400 metres ahead of compatriot 
Jens Carlowitz. Schoenlebe 
docked 45.32 seconds with Carl- 
owitz 0.30 of a second behind. 

World indoor record holder 



Christine Wachtel ranaWaywithr 
the 800 meters in a time of one 
minute 58.80 seconds with 
second-placed Rose Monday of 
the United States almost five 
seconds behind the East Ger- 
man. 

Britain’s David Sharp won the 
men's 800 metres in 1:47.32. 

• In Tokyo,- Norway’s Ingrid 


"Kristiansen, the world's top 
woman distance runner, led from 
start to finish to win the 10- km 
Ohme road race today. 

Kristiansen, fastest woman 
ever over 5,000 and 10,000 metres 
and the marathon, clocked 31 
minutes 38 seconds to beat 
Japan's Rie Minegishi by three 
minutes. 


Chin-Seng victorious in Philippine Golf 


Baker-Finch wins Australian Masters 


MELBOURNE, Feb 21. 
(Reuter): Ian Baker-Finch of 
Australia was overcome by emo- 
tion when he won the Australian 
Masters Golf title today at the 
first hole of a three-way play-off. 

Baker-Finch, who has strugr 
gled to turn youthful promise 
into success, said: “This is a- fan- 
tastic weight off my shoulders, 
that's probably why I shed a tear 
when I won — the pressure is off. 

I feel fantastic I just can’t put it 
into words.” 

Brilliant 

The Queenslander played a 
brilliant five iron to within a foot 
of the pin at the first play-ofFhole - 
to beat fellow- Australians Craig 
Parry and Roger Mackay to the 
542,000 first prize in the 5235,000 

tournament. 

The trio had all finished nine 
under par on 283 after Mackay 
birdied the final hole to force his 
way into the sudden-death 
decider. They were a shot in front 
of Australia's defending cham- 
pion Greg Norman and the Brit- 
ish Open champion Nick Fakio 
of Britain. 


After he tapped in his birdie 
putt on the first play-off ’ 
Baker-Finch battkri to control 


hole. 


his emotions. 

He has long been regarded as 
Norman's successor on the inter- 
national scene for Australia but 
apart from a win jn Japan in 
1987, he has suffered two lean - 
years. 

Jumped 

- "I feel like I’ve jumped a large 
hurdle which has been obstruct- 
ing my path for the past couple of 
years.” he said. “Winning the 
Australian Masters I feel what 
Greg (Norman) probably felt 
winning the British Open. 

“It's something I’ve always 
dreamed of and it's something I 
hold very special." 

On a national level, the result 
was a victory for Australia over 
the established overseas stars — 


Faldo, West German Bernhard 
Langer and Ian Woosnam of 
Britain. 

Woosnam finished four shots 
behind the leading threesome on 
287 after closing with an impres- 
sive 67. Langer was on 288. 

Philippine Open 
• In Manila, Taiwan's Hsieh 
Chin-Seng fired an even par 72 
today to win the Philippine Open 
Golf championship by live 
strokes. 

Hsieh finished the 72-hole 
second leg of the Asian Golf Cir- 
cuit at five under par at 283 to 
take the top prize of $19,922. 

American Steve Bowman shot 
a 73 to take the second prize of 
$13,332 witha288 total. 

Mexican Carlos Espinosa with 
74 and Taiwan’s Lu Ho Cbay 
with 71 tied for third place with 
289. Each received $6,756. 

“1 knew when Bowman dou- 
ble bogeyed the I4th hole the title 
was mine,” said 25-year-old 
Hsieh. 

Bowman had birdied holes 1 1 
to 13 and was only two shots 
down until he sliced his tee shot 
into a canal fora one-stroke peu- 
• altyoa the I4th. 

The third leg of the Asian Cir- 
cuit, the $150,000 Malaysian 


Sutton, Willie Wood. Fred Cou- 
ples andTom Kite, while another 
seven players are only three back 
at 13- under par 203 including 
second-round leader Don 
Pooley of the United States, who 
struggled to a 71. 


Open, will be held on March 3-6 
in Kua 


Luala Lumpur. 

San Diego Open 

• Id La Jolla, California, Brad 
Faxon, a non- winner in five years 
as a professional, fired a six- 
under-par 66 for a 1 6-under-par 
200 total yesterday and took the 
third-round lead in the $650,000 
San Diego Open Golf tour- 
nament. 

Faxon, whose. best previous 
finish was a third , place tie in 
1984, holds a slim-one-shot lead 
over fellow- American Steve 
Pate, who posted a 67 and is at 
15-under-par 201. 

Four more players are within 
two shotsof the lead al 14-under- 
par 202 including Americans Hal 


OAKLAND. California. Feb 
2I.(UPI): Unscedcd Larisa Sav- 
chenko of the Soviet Union upset 
No. 2 Gabriela Sabatini of 
Areentina. 7-5. 6-4. last night to 
reach the final of the S250.0D0 
Virginia Slims ol California. 

The upset. Savchenko’s third 
of the tournament, boosted her 
inio the championship mulch 
today, where she will meet top- 
seeded Martina Navratilova for 
the singles title. Navratilova 
advanced by trouncing No. 4 
Zina Garrison. 6-2. 6-2. earlier in 
the evening. 

Sabatini was up 5*0 in the find 
set before losing eight straight 
irumes. She then broke the 21- 
yeur-old Soviet to lie the set 1-1. 
Savchenko broke right buck, 
recordine three winners to erase 
u 1 5-30 deficit and take a 2- 1 lead. 
Each player held her serve the 
rest of the way. 

"1 just wanted to find the right 
lactic,** Savchenko said. “I 
didn’t think about ihe score. I 
tried to do the right thingagainst 
each person I've played. Sabatini 
has a good top-spin shot, so I 
tried to drop a lot and make her 
hit high.” 

Savchenko gained match 
point on a backhand drop shot, 
then won the match as Sabilini 
hit a forehand lob over the 
baseline. 

“She has a lot of power, a very 
good serve and volley game.” 
Sabatini said. “She didn’t make 
many mistakes.” 

Sabatini noting that it was her 
first tournament of the year. 


Bridge 


RESULTS of die SAS bridge dob 
game played yesterday. 

N/S 

1st Margaret Mynard A Daphne El- 
Saad - 

2nd Nabil Akd A Lotto Mnrttmaiic 
3rd Ana Cox & Lyn Edwardcs 
E/W 

1st Nida Kha l a f A Jofanctfe Chiles 
2nd Sandra Tairey A Gill Wilde 
3rd Peg Addevfey A Mandy Clarke 
Resnhsof the bridge game played at 
the Htibara dab yesterday. 

1. Mnkherjee A Chawdhari 

2. Arora A Bhat 

3. JamOa Akd A NahU Akd 
Mrs. Khalaf Naha & Shauti 
Jlniete A Saymeb 

E/W 

1. Mrs Sandra & Laureate 

2. Drexlcr & Kerkji 

3. Mis Grargids A George 


1/ 




0 


"Considering the loss. 1 think 
it’s been a very good week for 
me,” she said. Savchenko had 
earlier eliminated seventh- 
seeded Mary Joe Fernandez and 
No. 3 Hana Mandiikova. 

Navratilova, of Fort Worth. 
Texas, suffered first-service 
problems in the opening set but 
broke the Houston resident three 
times. The only service 
Navratilova lost was at 5-0. us 
Garrison took the sixth deuce 
point and then hit a topspin fore- 
hand to win the game. After 
Garrison held serve in the 
seventh game, Navratilova 
unleashed a forehand smash at 
set poinL 

"My serve wasn't that great, 
but. Zina was not attacking my 
second serve,” Navratilova said. 
"I returned much better here 
than in Dallas (during the Vir- 
ginia Slims tournament last 
week). I was much more aggres- 
sive.” 
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